ORDER OF WORSHIP
DECEMBER 29, 2019
11:00 A.M.
A FESTIVAL OF LESSONS AND CAROLS
Our Mission: Follow Jesus, Make Disciples, Transform the World
____________________________________________________________________________
PRELUDE
THE LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES
MUSICAL CALL TO WORSHIP
“Sweet, Sweet Spirit”
Choir
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
{Please take a moment to register your attendance on the pew pads. Your faithfulness helps us keep up
with those in worship. Guests please also fill out the pew card you will find in the racks on the pews and
drop them in the offering plate so that we can get to know you! Thank you for your attendance today!}

TIME OF GREETING
{Please extend a word of welcome and a hand of hospitality to each other.}

*Christmas Affirmation of Faith
“A Christmas Creed”
(In Unison)
I believe in Jesus Christ and in the beauty of the gospel begun in Bethlehem. I believe in the
one whose spirit glorified a little town; and whose spirit still brings music to persons all
over the world, in towns both large and small. I believe in the one for whom the crowded
inn could find no room, and I confess that my heart still sometimes wants to exclude Christ
from my life today. I believe in the one who the rulers of the earth ignored and the proud
could never understand; whose life was among common people, whose welcome came from
persons of hungry heart. I believe in the one who proclaimed the love of God to be invincible: I believe in the one whose cradle was a mother's arms, whose modest home in Nazareth
had love for its only wealth, who looked at persons and made them see what God's love
saw in them, who by love brought sinners back to purity, and lifted human weakness up to
meet the strength of God. I confess my ever-lasting need of God: The need of forgiveness for
our selfishness and greed, the need of new life for empty souls, the need of love for hearts
grown cold. I believe in God who gives us the best of himself. I believe in Jesus, the son of
the living God, born in Bethlehem this night, for me and for the world.
(accessed from: http://www.prayer-and-prayers.info/christmas-prayers/a-christmas-creed.htm)

MUSICAL SPECIAL
Carol Petty
OPENING PRAYER
Heavenly Father, through your Holy Spirit, prepare our hearts to hear again the true message
of Christmas. Open our ears to hear the angels praising your goodness and telling the Good
News of Jesus. Help us to respond like the shepherds and in our minds travel to Bethlehem,
that we can see this thing which is come to pass, and the Babe lying in a manger. Let us hear
anew from Your Word of the loving purposes of God from the first days of our sin until the
glorious redemption brought to us by your Son. And, let us make this house of prayer full of
joy by singing your praises through the Christmas carols. We lift up to you the prayers deep in
our hearts and those circumstances on our minds that would keep us from focusing on the
miracle of the season we remember today. Hear our prayers for the sick and hurting, the
lonely and confused, those who are far away this season and for those grieving for the loss of
loved ones. Hear our prayers for those we love who have yet to accept your salvation so
freely offered. We rejoice that you are Emmanuel, God with us. You are the Word made flesh,
the light of the world, our peace and eternal hope. We praise you Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
our God. In the precious name of Jesus we offer this prayer that he taught his disciples to
pray:

THE LORD’S PRAYER
(In Unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.
First Lesson: Genesis 3:8-15, 17-19 Hymn #196 “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”
Second Lesson: Genesis 22:15-18 Hymn #211 “O Come O Come Emmanuel”
Third Lesson: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 Hymn # 229 “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”
Fourth Lesson: Micah 5:2-4 Hymn # 230 “O Little Town of Bethlehem”
Fifth Lesson: Luke 1:26-35, 38 Hymn #239 “Silent Night”
Sixth Lesson: Luke 2:1-7 Musical Special Kerri Beth Frazier
Seventh Lesson: Luke 2:8-16 Hymn #219 “What Child Is This”
Eighth Lesson: Matthew 2:1-11 Hymn #254 “We Three Kings” verses 1 & 5
STEWARDSHIP & OFFERING
2 Corinthians 9:15 “Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!”
OFFERTORY
“The Friendly Beasts”
Choir
OFFERTORY PRAYER
(In Unison)
We thank you God for the indescribable gift of your son. We can never thank you
enough for the gift that you bring to us through Jesus. Your gifts of salvation, of hope, of
redemption, of peace, of joy and the knowledge and proof of your love for us are gifts
we can never repay. So we say thank you as we receive your gift and take your Spirit
into our lives. We say thank you as we give these gifts tonight. We give because you
gave first to us. Bless these gifts so that your gift of new life will continue to be spread
through this community. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
Ninth Lesson: John 1:1-14 *Hymn #246 “Joy To the World”

*Benediction Blessing:
Worship Leader: Now remembering the birth of our faith, and
celebrating that in Jesus we can be one with God Almighty again, let us be filled with
peace and joy for the living of our days. May the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always.
People: Thanks be to God.
Worship Leader: Now let us depart from this place to live as
witnesses of the Good News that Jesus Christ, the Lord has come in our lives.
People: Alleluia! Amen!
Depart in Peace.
*Stand as you are able.

Church Calendar
Sunday, December 29
9:30AM Young Adult Sunday School
9:45AM Sunday School
10:30AM Choir Warm Up
10:55AM Prayer at Altar
11:00AM Worship
Tuesday, December 31
10:00AM Bulletin Deadline
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM Table of Grace
Wednesday, January 1
Happy New Year!
Church Office Closed

Thank You Note
Dear Team West Bend,
Thank you so much for the generous
love offering you gave to me for
Christmas. It is a pleasure to be your
pastor and you all have given me so
many reasons to be proud of you and
how far we have come together in
Jesus Christ. I thank God for you
everyday and love you all. You have
blessed my life in so many ways.
I am praying for a fruitful 2020!
May God richly bless you all!
Pastor Kari

Thank you for your donations to
the Giving Tree and the CUOC &
Table of Grace Advent Giving.
Today is the last day to donate.

PRAYER REQUESTS

West Bend United Methodist Church

Our Church Family
Mike Brown
Frank Ervin
Ed Hinkel
Kasey Ingold
Liz Johnson
Dave McGowan
Juanita Porche
Our Family & Friends
Vicki Freeman (Horace Lewallen’s
daughter)
Gilbert Coltrane (Thurman’s brother)

Assisted & Skilled Living Residents
Carillon, Asheboro, Ramona Shephard
Clapp’s, Asheboro, Daffie Branson,
Ruby Howard
Cross Roads, Asheboro,
Rene Overton,
Joe Thomas
Spring Arbor Senior Living, Cary,
Clarence Davis
North Pointe, Archdale, Lib Howell
Somerset, Mocksville, Bernice Dwiggins
Woodland Hills, Asheboro, Kim Shaw
Our Military
Kasey Ingold
Logan Morris
Others
Our Church
Revival

Our Country
Unchurched

Prayer requests will be left for 2 weeks
unless notified otherwise. Thank you.

If you need assistance hearing during our
worship service, please see the sound tech in
the back of the church before worship. We
have ear buds you can use during worship!

Thank you for being here today.

Shining Christ’s Light for 109 Years and Counting!
1080 Albemarle Rd., P.O. Box 1845, Asheboro, NC 27204
www.westbendumc.org
336.625.5025
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