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2 Corinthians 12:6-10 6 If I wanted to boast, I would be no fool in doing so, 

because I would be telling the truth. But I won’t do it, because I don’t want anyone 

to give me credit beyond what they can see in my life or hear in my message, 7 even 

though I have received such wonderful revelations from God. So to keep me from 

becoming proud, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger from Satan to 

torment me and keep me from becoming proud. 8 Three different times I begged the 

Lord to take it away. 9 Each time he said, “My grace is all you need. My power 

works best in weakness.” So now I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that 

the power of Christ can work through me. 10 That’s why I take pleasure in my 

weaknesses, and in the insults, hardships, persecutions, and troubles that I suffer 

for Christ. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 

 

“I am not afraid that the people called Methodists should ever cease to exist either 

in Europe or America. But I am afraid lest they should only exist as a dead sect, 

having the form of religion without the power. And this undoubtedly will be the 

case unless they hold fast both the doctrine, spirit, and discipline with which they 

first set out.” --John Wesley, “Thoughts upon Methodism”  

 

We are continuing in our series, The Wesley Code. Through the summer we will 

be looking at the theological and doctrinal insights of John Wesley that gave our 

denomination the foundation that we have. Last week we spoke of God’s 

redeeming love. God already extends to humanity His love. God created us with 

love and because of continued love has provided us all that we need to be in right 

relationship. That love that Christ has provided is all we need for the 

transformation that takes us from bondage of sin, death and the grave, to freedom 

and fullness of life in Christ.  

 

This week though I want to talk about one more of the theological concepts of the 

Wesleyan movement. Grace. God’s all sufficient grace. Redeeming love is the 

why. If you wonder why God has done what he has done for us, love is the answer. 

But grace answers the how of God’s love. It is through grace that we receive God’s 

love. Grace is the vessel that delivers the love of God.  

 



A very simple definition of grace is the undeserved, unmerited, unearned, favor of 

God. We don’t deserve it, we can’t win it, and we can earn it. It is already ours and 

in our world, is a gift so needed but unfortunately we don’t apply it often enough.  

John Wesley had a lot to say about grace.  

 

“All the blessings which God hath bestowed upon man are of his mere grace, 

bounty, or favour.” (John Wesley, Salvation by Faith) Think about all the blessings 

we have in this life and that we have a relationship with God Almighty. That is 

because of the grace of God.  

 

“The grace or love of God, whence cometh our salvation, is free in all, and free for 

all.” (John Wesley, Free Grace) Again, we can’t pay for our salvation. It is a gift of 

God through grace. It is a free gift ready for anyone to take hold of.  

 

John Wesley said that “one of the greatest evidences of God’s love to those that 

love him is” the grace God gives to bear with the challenges and afflictions that are 

a part of life. All of us have things we deal with on a daily basis. In the lives of 

some people it seems obvious, but many people deal with a great bit of pain 

whether physically or emotionally. People deal with hurts or inadequacies in their 

own lives regularly. Many of us have fears and obstacles, we have behaviors and 

temptations that have to be dealt with sometimes daily to keep these things in 

check in order to function. Many of us have innate disadvantages in our lives. 

There have actually been studies done on highly successful people and some 

interesting things were discovered.  

 

Malcolm Gladwell observed successful people. He tried to make the point that they 

come from a certain type home with many advantages. But he was astounded to 

find out that many entrepreneurs, like the IKEA founder and successful surgeons 

and more, actually had disadvantages in their early life. Many entrepreneurs in fact 

had dyslexia. When he studied this phenomena, he had a realization.  

 

“There are two possible interpretations for this fact. One is that this remarkable 

group of people triumphed in spite of their disability: they are so smart and so 

creative that nothing—not even a lifetime of struggling with reading—could stop 

them. The second, more intriguing, possibility is that they succeeded, in part, 

because of their disorder—that they learned something in their struggle that proved 

to be of enormous advantage.” (Malcolm Gladwell, David And Goliath) 

 

And that is the point of grace that we want to focus on. There may be something in 

the struggle that is an advantage. There may be an advantage in the disadvantage. 



If the disadvantage is something that catapults us to God then there may be an 

advantage. Our mainline today teaches us this: 

  

Mainline: Grace is the work of God in you enabling the work of God through 

you. 

If grace is the work of God in us that enables the work of God through us, when 

let’s remember, we are totally helpless to do (anything) on our own especially 

when it pertains to our salvation, then the disadvantage may not be so bad after all. 

We may see the greatest things happen in our lives, when we are calling out to God 

to intervene the hardest. I think we need to dive into our scripture.   

 

 2 Corinthians 12:7b-9a …So to keep me from becoming proud, I was given a 

thorn in my flesh, a messenger from Satan to torment me and keep me from 

becoming proud. 8 Three different times I begged the Lord to take it away. 9 Each 

time he said, “My grace is all you need.” 

 

1) Grace is a “no” today that opens the door for a God’s “yes” tomorrow. 

 

Too often we look at our weaknesses and the things that hold us back today as 

obstacles to our growth and even usefulness on this earth. But God does not look at 

things that way. God sees our weaknesses and asks for them. God says, “Let me 

have your weakness and in exchange you can have my strength.” What we see as a 

no today because we are too weak, or don’t have the resources or whatever we 

think we need, can be a yes if we call out to God. Jesus says, all you need is his 

grace.  

 

2 Corinthians 12:9-10 
9 Each time he said, “My grace is all you need. My power works best in 

weakness.” So now I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of 

Christ can work through me. 10 That’s why I take pleasure in my weaknesses, and 

in the insults, hardships, persecutions, and troubles that I suffer for Christ. For 

when I am weak, then I am strong. 

 

2) Grace is most powerfully at work when it looks like nothing is working. 

  

When we are weak, then Christ can be strong in us. When it looks like nothing is 

working, that is when grace can powerfully work. These obstacles don’t have to 

push us away from God. These obstacles don’t have to be the determining factor in 

what we can do. When the Holy Spirit is in us, and Jesus has called us, then what 

can stop us? If we give into the pain, the obstacle, the running after the desire or 



the temptation then sure we can stop today. But if we want Jesus to be the strength 

in us, then we have all the strength we would ever need. John Wesley said this 

about whether these temptations, sins, hardships can really pull us away from God.  

“So far are these (sins, obstacles, hardships, etc) from driving them away from him 

in whom they have believed, that they rather drive them the closer." (Wesley, John, 

"The First-Fruits of the Spirit," sec. II:7...accessed 7/5/2018 

http://wesley.nnu.edu/john-wesley/the-sermons-of-john-wesley-1872-

edition/sermon-8-the-first-fruits-of-the-spirit) Did you catch that? Wesley believed 

that all those things that some people use as an excuse to pull away from God can 

and should actually be the things that pull us closer to God. Why? Because when 

we are at our weakest that is the time when we realize how much we need Jesus. 

That is the time we are most open to allowing the Spirit to do his best work in us. 

We don’t deserve it, we can’t win it and we can’t earn this gift. It is grace and it is 

free.  

 

This week the news brought us a good example of what grace looks like in the face 

of our weaknesses. The boys who were trapped in the cave in Thailand has touched 

all of us I’m certain. The boys’ soccer team of 12 and their coach have been 

trapped very deep in a cave. The cave has hills and valleys and started to fill up 

with rain waters which pushed the boys to go further in. They were trapped.  

 

All of us have a cave we get trapped in. It might be an addiction, or a sin. Maybe 

it’s not really a sin so much as the things our minds tell us about how we aren’t 

smart enough, or we don’t have the right looks or the right amount of money. 

Maybe our health gets the best of us sometimes and we just want to give up and go 

further in the cave, further away from God.  

 

The All-Sufficient Grace of God is all that we need to pull us out of that cave. 

Youthful energy can’t save us. Elder wisdom can’t save us. We are trapped in that 

cave. All the money we can find can’t save us. All the strength in the world can’t 

save us spiritually. Only grace can pull us out of that cave.  

 

Friends, we all have a disadvantage. But there is an advantage in the disadvantage. 

That is grace. And that grace is free is you want it. When we are weak, Jesus is 

strong in us, but only if we ask in him and allow him the space in our hearts and 

minds. It’s time to stop going further into that cave and call out to the one who can 

and will save us. It’s time to call on the advantage in our times of disadvantage. 

Amen.  
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