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Ephesians 1:3-14 All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 

blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms because we are united 

with Christ. 4 Even before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be 

holy and without fault in his eyes. 5 God decided in advance to adopt us into his own 

family by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to do, and 

it gave him great pleasure. 6 So we praise God for the glorious grace he has poured out 

on us who belong to his dear Son.  7 He is so rich in kindness and grace that he purchased 

our freedom with the blood of his Son and forgave our sins. 8 He has showered his 

kindness on us, along with all wisdom and understanding. 9 God has now revealed to us 

his mysterious will regarding Christ—which is to fulfill his own good plan. 10 And this is 

the plan: At the right time he will bring everything together under the authority of 

Christ—everything in heaven and on earth. 11 Furthermore, because we are united with 

Christ, we have received an inheritance from God, for he chose us in advance, and he 

makes everything work out according to his plan. 12 God’s purpose was that we Jews who 

were the first to trust in Christ would bring praise and glory to God. 13 And now you 

Gentiles have also heard the truth, the Good News that God saves you. And when you 

believed in Christ, he identified you as his own by giving you the Holy Spirit, whom he 

promised long ago. 14 The Spirit is God’s guarantee that he will give us the inheritance he 

promised and that he has purchased us to be his own people. He did this so we would 

praise and glorify him.” 

 

I think this quote from John Wesley is so important for us to remember, that I’m going to 

continue to quote it. It is the reason I want us to study the basic theological foundations of 

Methodism.  

 

“I am not afraid that the people called Methodists should ever cease to exist either in 

Europe or America. But I am afraid lest they should only exist as a dead sect, having the 

form of religion without the power. And this undoubtedly will be the case unless they hold 

fast both the doctrine, spirit, and discipline with which they first set out.” --John Wesley, 

“Thoughts upon Methodism”  

 

Our world is changing so rapidly. Things that we use every day and take for granted now, 

were non-existent just 10-20 years ago. Think about it. Hybrid Cars. Wii Game Systems 

and Gameboys. I-pads and digital cameras. And then there is the GPS even on our cell 

phones, YouTube, email and the likes all because of the invention of the information 

super highway of the internet. The internet is great in keeping us close to people who are 



far away, helping us to find information at the speed of light and more. But there is also a 

sinister side of the internet. With the rise of the usage of the world-wide-web and all the 

personal information that gets out there, many people have become victims of the bad 

people out there.   

 

One of the problems facing more and more people because of this continual sharing of 

personal information is identity theft. Identity theft is when someone steals the personal 

identifying information of another and uses it for ill-gotten gain. With identity theft, 

someone steals your name and other personal information so that they can use it to open 

credit cards, a line of cash, steal savings accounts, and more.  

 

These are things that are totally unacceptable, Right? Stealing another person’s identity is 

totally unacceptable. But have you ever thought about what it means to be a Christian? 

We are ones who have someone else’s identity. The very nature of being a Christian and 

being called a Christian is because we have taken on the identity of Jesus CHRIST.  

 

You see, as Elyse Fitzpatrick says in her book, “Because He Loves Me: How Christ 

Transforms Our Daily Life” (Crossway, 2008, p. 51): “Not only have you been given an 

identity that you weren’t born with or that you didn’t earn the right to use, but you’re 

invited to empty the checking account and use all the benefits this identity brings! This is 

so much better than identity theft—it’s an identity gift!” 

 

We have this offer waiting for us through grace. Specifically the grace we are talking 

about is prevenient grace. This grace is always available and is a gift sitting there for us. 

But this gift can be refused. Prevenient grace is the stirring of the Holy Spirit in our 

spirits, calling to us to respond. The grace is there not because we deserve it and we can’t 

earn it, but it is constantly there and wants us respond. This is the grace that will 

empower us to respond to God’s invitation to be in a personal relationship with God. 

Prevenient grace is the grace that is there to help us discern the difference in good and 

evil and gives us the strength to choose the good. It is God’s divine initiate toward us 

seeking us out, calling us, and wooing us. You see as our mainline today says:  

 

Mainline: The prevenient grace of God is initiated by God for us and fulfilled by 

God’s love in us. 

 

Remember that prevenient grace is the grace that goes before. God initiates it and God 

fulfills it. It is for everyone. Before we ever do, God already did. It is already there and 

already provided for by God. You see, we are totally incapable of responding to God 

without the empowerment of God within us to have faith. This faith is through prevenient 

grace. This grace does not save us but comes before anything we do and draws us to God, 

it makes us want God and is that space in us that longs to be connected to God. All 

humans receive it.  

 



Prevenient grace teaches us a lot about God and how God feels about us. Let’s look back 

at our scriptures a bit more. Ephesians 1:4a  “Even before he made the world, God loved 

us…” 

 

PREVENIENT GRACE TELLS US: 

1. You are loved by God before you ever loved God. 

 

We were loved before we loved. There is love in this world only because God first loved. 

We were created out of that perfect love of God. Love is God’s nature, it is God’s 

character to love.  

It is not because we earned it or worked for it, or God waited until we got to know him. 

God loved us first. Look at how God is described in this passage:  

Deuteronomy 7:7-9 “The Lord did not set his heart on you and choose you because you 

were more numerous than other nations, for you were the smallest of all nations! 
8 Rather, it was simply that the Lord loves you, and he was keeping the oath he had sworn 

to your ancestors. That is why the Lord rescued you with such a strong hand from your 

slavery and from the oppressive hand of Pharaoh, king of Egypt. 9 Understand, therefore, 

that the Lord your God is indeed God. He is the faithful God who keeps his covenant for 

a thousand generations and lavishes his unfailing love on those who love him and obey 

his commands.” 

 

God chose the people to carry his name until the time that Jesus would come to save the 

world, not because they deserved or earned the right, not because they were big and 

mighty, but because God loved them before they knew it. That is prevenient grace at 

work showing us that we are loved by God before we ever loved God. Let’s see what else 

there is. 

 

Ephesians 1:4b “Even before he made the world, God… chose us in Christ to be holy and 

without fault in his eyes.”  

 

PREVENIENT GRACE TELLS US: 

2. You are chosen by God before you ever chose God. 

 

The scripture tells us that not only were we loved but we were chosen. God wants this 

loving relationship with all humans. But not all humans will choose to love God back or 

accept him into their lives. God has created each of us to know him and has chosen each 

of us to bear his image. But not all people respond to this. Think of what people are 

missing out on who have never known our God and his love and desire for us to be in 

relationship. As said in Ephesians 2:10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ 

Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

 

God prepared in advance for us to do great things in carrying God’s love to the world and 

shining his light farther and wider. As scripture also teaches us: 



 

Ephesians 1: 5-6 5 God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us 

to himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to do, and it gave him great 

pleasure. 6 So we praise God for the glorious grace he has poured out on us who belong 

to his dear Son.   

 

 

PREVENIENT GRACE TELLS US: 

3. You are wanted by God, to be in His family, before you ever wanted to be in 

God’s family.  

 

There is no one that God doesn’t want. No matter what we have done, where we have 

been, what we have said and experienced, God still wants us. God still chooses us to 

display his image and his grace. We all have this prevenient grace on us. It is like this 

story that I heard a while back. I don’t know if it is true, but the sentiment is a reality. 

 

There was a man who had an adult son who had to travel with his work. One Sunday the 

man received a phone call around 5:30 in the afternoon. On the other end of the phone 

was his son, who was traveling overseas for a business trip. At first the call was a bit 

muffled. But then came the notorious, “Can you hear me now” statement and all was 

clear. “Son is that you?” said the father. “Yes it’s me.” They talked about the travel 

overseas and the father asked, “What time is it over there?” The son responded that it was 

5:30 in the morning where he was. It was 5:30 am Monday morning.  

 

I think the father was a bit stunned that his son was calling so early in the morning on his 

end after traveling so long. But the son went on to tell his father that in a few minutes he 

would have a conference call back to the USA and he wanted to be sure to have a clear 

connection. He said, “I needed to call someone to be sure that the reception would be 

clear, so I chose you.” 

 

In this story, the son chooses the father. But in our life story, God chose us before the 

foundation of the earth. He put the call out to us, it is born into every soul, the grace that 

is prevenient grace. All we have to do is pick up the spiritual phone and respond. That is 

our identity gift. God already has all the love, grace, and desire for us to be in the family 

of God and has chosen for us to have the gift of grace that leads to our salvation. Are you 

ready to unwrap it? And when you do, will you share the good news with those around 

you who need to know so desperately of God’s love and grace? It’s our identity gift that 

God has initiated within us and will fulfill within us if we allow him to. Amen.  

 

 


