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Psalm 130:1-8 
1 From the depths of despair, O Lord, I call for your help. 2 Hear my cry, O Lord. Pay attention to my prayer. 
3 Lord, if you kept a record of our sins, who, O Lord, could ever survive? 4 But you offer forgiveness, that we 

might learn to fear you. 5 I am counting on the Lord; yes, I am counting on him. I have put my hope in his word. 
6 I long for the Lord more than sentries long for the dawn, yes, more than sentries long for the dawn. 7 O Israel, 

hope in the Lord; for with the Lord there is unfailing love. His redemption overflows. 8 He himself will redeem 

Israel from every kind of sin. 

  

Today we are beginning a new series called, “The Wesley Code.” With all that is going on in our world, and 

even in our church denomination, it seems like it is time to talk about the scriptural and doctrinal basis for our 

faith in the Methodist tradition. John Wesley was the preacher man who essentially got it all started in England 

in the 1700’s. What started as a renewal movement in the Church of England became the Methodists and many 

other sister denominations based on our common theology here in America. But again with the way things have 

been going lately, I was reminded of what John Wesley once said this about the people called Methodists: 

 

“I am not afraid that the people called Methodists should ever cease to exist either in Europe or America. But I 

am afraid lest they should only exist as a dead sect, having the form of religion without the power. And this 

undoubtedly will be the case unless they hold fast both the doctrine, spirit, and discipline with which they first 

set out.”  (John Wesley, “Thoughts upon Methodism,” Bicentennial Edition of the Works of John Wesley, 9:527) 

 

So today in order to help us to “hold fast both the doctrine, spirit and discipline with which” we began, I want 

us to talk about some of those doctrines. Today, we’re talking about the very basic doctrine of God’s 

Redeeming Love. Our Christian journey begins and ends on the basis of God’s redeeming love for us. On our 

own, we humans have no real ability to redeem ourselves. We are lost on our own. We are far from God on our 

own. We are in bondage to sin, our own desires, our own brokenness and without hope in this world or the next. 

But thanks to the gift of God through Jesus Christ, we have been bought back, freed from our bondage and 

cleaned up and made new because of God’s redeeming love. Redeeming love meets us where we are, but never 

leaves us there to continue to wallow away our lives in our human misery and disconnectedness.  

 

Redemption means “to buy back, to set free as by paying the ransom, to deliver from sin and its penalties, or to 

make amends for…” These are the things Jesus did for us by his death, burial and resurrection. He took all our 

sins and nailed them on the cross and then delivered us to new life, far from those things that would hold us 

back from pure relationship with God. Again, without the redeeming love of God through Jesus Christ, we have 

nothing in this world or the next to look forward to.  

 

Why is God’s love redemptive? Because… Mainline: God’s love is redemptive: God saves you because God 

loves you! 

 

I once read this story that I think illustrates this great love of God very well.  

 

“Tracy is one of the worship leaders at our church. One Sunday, as she sat at the piano, she talked about the 

difficult week she'd just been through. It was chaotic, she said—a mess of petty crises on top of a rash of minor 

accidents, all mixed up in a soup can of crazy busyness. It had left her weary and cranky. She got up that 

Sunday to lead worship and felt spent, with nothing more to give. However, Tracy's 8-year-old daughter, 

Brenna, helped her gain new perspective earlier that morning. When Tracy had walked into the living room, the 

window was covered with scrawl. Using a crayon, Brenna had scribbled something across the picture window, 



top to bottom and side to side. At first, it seemed like one more mess for Tracy to clean up. Then she saw what 

Brenna had written: love, joy, peace, patience, kindnece, goodnece, faithfulnece, gentlnece and selfcantrol (in 

Brenna's delightful spelling). Mark writes: "Tracy stopped, drank it in. Her heart flooded with light. It was 

exactly what she needed to be reminded about: the gift of the fruit of the Spirit that arises, not by our 

circumstances, but by Christ within us. And then Tracy noticed one more thing Brenna had written at the edge 

of the window: Love one another. Only Brenna, in her creative spelling, had written: Love won another.” (Mark 

Buchanan, Hidden in Plain Sight: The Secret of More, Thomas Nelson, 2007) 

 

God’s redeeming love defeated the enemy for us and then God’s love won us. And the whole goal was to 

restore the relationship between God and us people. God saves us because God loves us. What John Wesley 

wanted for us is what I want for us all today. Know God’s love and live into it and then live it out. The world 

needs this love in their hearts and the community needs to know of God’s love. Here is how we can sum up 

what John Wesley tried to communicate the heart of our faith in his movement:  

  

“Wesley’s discussion of any segment of Christian truth led him quickly into love. ‘God is love’.  Every aspect 

of the atonement is an expression of love; holiness is love; the meaning of ‘religion’ is love. Christian 

perfection is perfection of love. Every step of God toward man, and man’s responce, step by step, is some 

aspect of love. Faith works by love. Ethics is the outflowing of love. To say that Christian holiness is our reason 

to be is to say we are committed to everything love is…”--Mildred Bangs Wynkoop 

 

The goal of redeeming love is for us to mature into being more and more like Jesus, it is to have the image of 

God with which we were created restored to its full luster. Yet the problem in our world is that we often go after 

human love or our own design and desire of love which will lead us astray. So what are some of the qualities of 

the redeeming love of God and why we should want this more than anything else?  

 

The psalmist said Psalm 130:7b “for with the Lord there is unfailing love.” 

 

Here is what I see in that tiny little verse:  

1) God’s redemptive love is unfailing and unchanging; human love is failing and fickle. 

 

Throughout scripture we are told that it is God’s nature to love. His love never fails and it never changes. 

Humans, we fall in and out of love. We love a certain item in the store and have to have it. Then a year or two 

later it’s in a yard sale, or a donation to Good Will. Maybe it broke and it’s no good. Maybe that person we 

thought we were so in love with is someone that we can’t get along with now. Or that person broke your heart, 

destroyed your confidence in love, lied to you and left. Our love changes its mind daily, sometimes hourly. But 

not God’s love for us.  

 

Even when humanity rejects the love of God and tries to remove themselves from the love of God, he continues 

to love us. God met with Moses one day and not only showed his glory to Moses, but told his basic character. 

Exodus 34:5-7  “Then the Lord came down in the cloud and stood there with him and proclaimed his name, the 

Lord. 6 And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and gracious 

God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 7 maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving 

wickedness, rebellion and sin.” 

 

God’s love is unfailing, God’s forgiveness is unfailing and unchanging. God promised this about himself. God 

promised this would be his nature toward us.  Further God’s love overflows. Psalm 130:7c-8 “His redemption 

overflows. 8 He himself will redeem Israel from every kind of sin.” 

 

2) God’s redemptive love is abundant and self-sacrificing; human love is selfish and self-centered. 

  

Human love wants for itself; what I want, when I want it and it has to serve me. God’s love is self-sacrificing as 

we see in the life of Jesus. We are reminded in Ephesians 5:1-2 “Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly 



loved children 2 and walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant 

offering and sacrifice to God.” 

 

As the children of God, we are called to reflect the image of God and walk in his love. Jesus gave us the 

example and gave us the way to walk in God’s love. Through the Holy Spirit we are filled with this redeeming, 

transforming love. How did that happen?  You see scripture reminds us of this: 2 Corinthians 5:21 “God made 

him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” And we learn 

this also of God’s love:  

 

3) God’s redemptive love is costly and focuses on what it can give; human love is cheap and focuses on 

what it can get. 

 

God’s love for us cost Jesus his life. Jesus who never sinned took on our sin nature and nailed it to the cross for 

us. Human tendency is to get what I can get for as cheap as I can get it. It is hard to sacrifice for someone else 

and see them reap the benefits that I feel are mine. God’s love is focused on us and God wants the best for us. 

So God made the way possible for us to be in right relationship with him through Jesus. So we are reminded, 

that Jesus paid a great, high price for us. As it says: 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 Or do you not know that your body is 

a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and that you are not your own? 20 For you 

were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body. 

 

Jesus redeemed us with a great cost of his own body, his own blood and his own life. He did this because he 

loves us and wants to fill us with the Holy Spirit. In giving room to the Holy Spirit, we give God room to be 

Lord of our lives. We should have new priorities. What we do with our bodies, what we say with our mouths, 

what we take into our bodies, what we allow to take root in our minds, if we are a living temple of the Spirit, we 

will take careful note of these things.  Being redeemed and transformed, we have direct access to God. Scripture 

reminds us Ephesians 2:4-7 “But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive 

with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God raised us 

up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages 

he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.”  

 

4) Redemptive love is focused outwardly on others; human love focuses inwardly on self. 

 

God desires that we be in right relationship with Him so much so that he gave new life to us through Jesus 

Christ. This is because he is so much in love with us. God has gone to great lengths because he is focused on us 

as the apple of his eye. We have God’s never ending attention. We humans want to preserve ourselves and get 

what can take for ourselves. Well you know what, God’s redemptive love is totally focused on us and God’s 

love is what we really need to have this abundant life that is promised through Jesus.  

 

There’s an Old Testament story that captures the true essence of God’s redeeming love. It is the Old Testament 

prophet of Hosea. I will try to tell this in a nutshell but welcome you to read it for yourself sometime soon.  

 

Hosea’s life goes like this: Hosea was a prophet, a man who told God’s messages through the people. 

Sometimes God gave direct verbal messages to tell the people and sometimes, God would have the prophet to 

act out a lesson before the people. That is what happened to Hosea. He would publicly enact, through his own 

life, what the redeeming love of God really looks like. God asked Hosea to go find a wife. There was not just 

any wife for Hosea who would be an example to the people of how they had broken God’s heart. Hosea was 

asked to marry a prostitute. Hosea married a woman who would not truly love him and would not truly give up 

her old life even when she knew she had a better life with Hosea.  

 

After they were married, the woman still was unfaithful and Hosea remained faithful the whole time to this 

woman. They had three children together, well, we’re not sure that Hosea was actually the father of these three 

children because of her unfaithfulness, but there were three children. She left Hosea to go back to her old life. 



She wanted man after man to provide for her and make her happy. She even ended up with another man who 

did not provide for her. It seems that Hosea provided for her behind the scenes. He made sure she still had 

clothes, she still had food money. Hosea made sure her basic needs were covered. But one day, even though he 

still loved her immensely, he realized that for all his helping her, it was doing no good unless her heart changed. 

So he cut off his support. He did not cut off his love for her only the provisions that were enabling her lifestyle 

of self-absorption, self-abuse, sin.  

 

In time, Hosea would reach out to her again. She had not changed, but his love for her was unending. Hosea 

bought her out of slavery. He bought her out of slavery not because she deserved it, but purely out of love. The 

truth of redeeming love is that it is embraced not earned. And this is what God has done for us through Jesus 

Christ. He has redeemed us because he loves us. We can’t do it on our own. Our attention is on ourselves and 

we forget to look to God. We want so desperately to be happy that we fill our need and wants with everything 

we can think of, so Jesus did the one thing with his life that would swing open the door to our redemption. On 

the cross he bought us back. All we need to do is to return to Jesus, our first love. All we need to do is to repent 

and turn to him. But remember his love for us has never changed. We are the ones who turn away so frequently. 

I think that’s why we need to take communion regularly. We need to reconnect with Jesus and remember what 

he has done for us so that we could experience anew and continually this great redeeming love of God.  

 

On the night that he was betrayed Jesus said: Matthew 26:26-27  While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and 

when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” 
27 Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 
28 This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

 

His blood was poured out for the forgiveness that we could not obtain on our own. He did this because he loves 

us. Are we ready to embrace this redeeming love of the Father? We can’t earn it, but we can embrace it anew 

today, we can reconnect with his love for us today through this time of Holy Communion.  

 

Let us pray: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. Make them be 

for us the body and blood of Christ that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. By 

your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, until Christ 

comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet. Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy 

Spirit in your holy church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. And now with the 

confidence of the children of God let us pray: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 

Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

1 Corinthians 10:16-17 says: 

16 Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of Christ? And is not the 

bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ? 17 Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are 

one body, for we all share the one loaf.  

 

Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their sin and seek to live in peace 

with one another and truly wish to embrace his redeeming love. Come to the table.   


