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Genesis 50:15-21 15 But now that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers became fearful. 

“Now Joseph will show his anger and pay us back for all the wrong we did to him,” they said. 
16 So they sent this message to Joseph: “Before your father died, he instructed us 17 to say to 

you: ‘Please forgive your brothers for the great wrong they did to you—for their sin in treating 

you so cruelly.’ So we, the servants of the God of your father, beg you to forgive our sin.” When 

Joseph received the message, he broke down and wept. 18 Then his brothers came and threw 

themselves down before Joseph. “Look, we are your slaves!” they said. 19 But Joseph replied, 

“Don’t be afraid of me. Am I God, that I can punish you? 20 You intended to harm me, but God 

intended it all for good. He brought me to this position so I could save the lives of many 

people. 21 No, don’t be afraid. I will continue to take care of you and your children.” So he 

reassured them by speaking kindly to them. 

 

We are back in our series Why, God? and I want to set the stage with the Parable of the Chinese 

Farmer. Once there was a Chinese farmer who worked his poor farm together with his son and 

their horse. When the horse ran off one day, neighbors came to say, “How unfortunate for you!” 

The farmer replied, “Maybe yes, maybe no.” When the horse returned, followed by a herd of 

wild horses, the neighbors gathered around and exclaimed, “What good luck for you!” The 

farmer stayed calm and replied, “Maybe yes, maybe no.” While trying to tame one of wild 

horses, the farmer’s son fell, and broke his leg. He had to rest up and couldn’t help with the 

farm chores. “How sad for you,” the neighbors cried. “Maybe yes, maybe no,” said the farmer. 

Shortly thereafter, a neighboring army threatened the farmer’s village. All the young men in the 

village were drafted to fight the invaders. But the farmer’s son had been left out of the fighting 

because of his broken leg. People said to the farmer, “What a good thing your son couldn’t 

fight!” “Maybe yes, maybe no,” was all the farmer said. (Parable of the Chinese Farmer) 

 

Yogi Berra had another way of answering people when it seemed we were on the losing side of 

circumstances. He said, “It ain’t over ‘til it’s over.” Remember that phrase was coined when he 

stated it at the 1973 National League pennant race. His team was behind, but they rallied after 

he said that and won the division title. 

 

When we look around the world and see all the bad we have to remind ourselves that it’s not 

over until it’s over. When we suffer or a loved one suffers, we wonder how long and where is 

God. We wonder if God has a purpose for what we are going through. It may be that what we 

are going through are not the purposes of God, but if we wait on the Lord, we will see that God 

is still with us, God is still loving us, God still wants to bring good to us even in the most 

difficult places and as our Mainline points out: Mainline: God can redeem what sin and 

suffering attempt to ruin. 

 



This is what we see in the life of Joseph. He was one of 12 boys in his family. He was one of 

the younger ones. Scripture tells us that his father treated him very special, even giving him a 

beautiful multi-colored robe. Joseph probably took too much confidence in being his father’s 

favorite child and may have acted out toward his brothers. But nothing made him deserving of 

the treatment he was about to face. His older brothers held a grudge against him which turned 

into a lack of regard for his life. When any of us go this far in differences of opinion or lack of 

personal respect, or bitterness, a whole lot of suffering can happen in a very short amount of 

time. And that is what happened in Joseph’s situation. Let’s look at what his brothers did to 

Joseph as he was coming to check on them and see if they needed anything from their father.   

 

Genesis 37:23-24, 28  
23 So when Joseph arrived, his brothers ripped off the beautiful robe he was wearing. 24 Then 

they grabbed him and threw him into the cistern. Now the cistern was empty; there was no 

water in it… 28 So when the Ishmaelites, who were Midianite traders, came by, Joseph’s 

brothers pulled him out of the cistern and sold him to them for twenty pieces of silver. And the 

traders took him to Egypt. 

 

In the meantime, while Joseph was in the cistern, the brothers actually debated about killing 

him. At least one or two of the brothers had sense and didn’t kill him but rather they ended up 

selling him to slave traders. They made up a story to tell their father about Joseph being 

attacked by wild animals and killed. So his father, Jacob was in grief for all that time. But, 

remember, it’s not over till it’s over. 

 

Genesis 39:1-2 Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. Potiphar, an Egyptian who was one 

of Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of the guard, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken 

him there. 2 The Lord was with Joseph so that he prospered, and he lived in the house of his 

Egyptian master. 

 

This points us to our first message note.  

1) There is no place of suffering where God is not present. 

 

Notice that God was with Joseph, even while he was still a slave. Joseph prospered spiritually 

because he knew that there is nowhere we can that God is not with us. God met his needs. God 

helped Joseph to still serve God and uphold godly standards even while in slavery. I’m not 

saying that his slavery was a good thing, but we wonder where God is in the midst of suffering. 

God was with Joseph and he is with us and those who are suffering. God is hurting too. God 

didn’t get his brothers to sell Joseph into slavery. God weeps over the way humans treat each 

other. God did not create us for these horrible tragedies. But God says, “I’ll suffer with you, I’ll 

be with you. Your story is not over.”  

 

Joseph did his best in a bad situation. He did his part. He was not cursing his brothers along the 

way. But rather, all their stories kept going on. Eventually suffering comes to the whole family 

through a famine in the land. Joseph is actually doing well. In other words, when we think 



Joseph was a slave, we want to say, that’s so horrible. But as the Chinese Farmer would have 

answered, maybe yes, maybe no.  

 

You see, the brother’s end up going to Egypt for help. And who was the ruler, second in 

command of all the food in Egypt? None other than Joseph. They didn’t recognize him at first, 

but Joseph was in a position to save his own family because he allowed himself to be comforted 

by God in the hard times and used by God when it mattered.  

 

But when the brothers recognized Joseph, they became really scared. Wouldn’t you? If there is 

someone in your life that you’ve had a difficult relationship with and suddenly they are the very 

one who can make a life and death decision over your life? That would be terrifying. But Joseph 

said, hey, it’s not over till it’s over. Let’s look at the scripture.  

 

Genesis 50:19-20 
19 But Joseph replied, “Don’t be afraid of me. Am I God, that I can punish you? 20 You intended 

to harm me, but God intended it all for good. He brought me to this position so I could save the 

lives of many people.  

 

Our second message note is this:  

2) There is no pain of suffering that God cannot reverse. 

  

Through Jesus Christ, we have a Savior who wants us to see that the pain of suffering we have 

experienced or seen is not the final word on our lives. We do not have to live in this pain for all 

time. There may still be a hurt, a longing for someone we love, or the knowledge that life as we 

know it is different. But God is working through Jesus Christ to reverse that pain and turn it into 

something that will restore our hope and bring new life.  

 

God says it’s not over yet. Joseph was only able to say positive things to his brothers because he 

was willing to see that God was with him working out something good. The “what if’s” and 

“should have, could have, would have” didn’t matter. Joseph recognized that all that time ago, 

his brothers did what they did to hurt him. But now Joseph could see that God was working to 

bring something good out of it. God didn’t want Joseph to be a slave and to be treated awfully. 

God also didn’t want Joseph to carry the hurt and pain around caused by his brothers. God 

didn’t want that at all. God didn’t make the bad things happen. But because Joseph was willing, 

God was able to bring about salvation. Here’s what Joseph went on to say.  

 

Genesis 50:21 
21 No, don’t be afraid. I will continue to take care of you and your children.” So he reassured 

them by speaking kindly to them. 

 

Our third message note is this:  

3) There is no purpose of suffering that God cannot transform. 

 



You see God’s purpose for our lives is not to bring pain and suffering. God’s purpose for our 

lives is to redeem us and to make something new and beautiful out of our lives. God can 

transform and will transform every part of our lives. It’s not over till it’s over. Because God can 

transform even that. That was His purpose in the cross. In the cross, Jesus says I am present 

with you in human tragedy and suffering. In the cross, Jesus says there is no pain that He will 

not or cannot reverse. The worst of all suffering would be separation from God both now and 

for eternity. The cross says, I suffer with you but am reversing the effects of suffering. The 

cross says suffering the human tragedies of life can be transformed into a life ready for sharing 

the love and mercy of Christ today and prepare us for eternal living with God, face to face. You 

see the cross says, it’s not over till it’s over.  

That’s why on the night he was betrayed Jesus gathered with his disciples and said:  

Matthew 26:26-27  While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 

broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” 27 Then he took a 

cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 28 This 

is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

 

His blood was poured out for the forgiveness of sins. His blood was poured out for the 

redemption of pain and suffering. His blood was poured out for you and me, for our sins and for 

the ways the sins of others has hurt us.  

 

Let us pray: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ that we may be for the world the body of 

Christ, redeemed by his blood. By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and 

one in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly 

banquet. Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and 

glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. And now with the confidence of the children 

of God let us pray: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

1 Corinthians 10:16-17 says: 

16 Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of 

Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ? 17 Because 

there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all share the one loaf.  

 

Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their sin and seek 

to live in peace with one another.   

 


