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Revelation 21:1-6a 
1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the old heaven and the old earth 

had disappeared. And the sea was also gone. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new 

Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven like a bride beautifully dressed 

for her husband. 3 I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, “Look, God’s 

home is now among his people! He will live with them, and they will be his people. 

God himself will be with them. 4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there 

will be no more death or sorrow or crying or pain. All these things are gone 

forever.” 5 And the one sitting on the throne said, “Look, I am making everything 

new!” And then he said to me, “Write this down, for what I tell you is trustworthy 

and true.” 6 And he also said, “It is finished! I am the Alpha and the Omega—the 

Beginning and the End.” 

  

 

When everything around us seems to be bad news, we have to remember that the 

best is yet to come. We are not done and the sorrow that we see all around us is not 

the end of the story. One thing I have learned in my journey here on earth is that 

when I keep focused on the eternal, when I stay heavenly minded, I feel more 

peace for the day and hope for the future.  

 

But what do we do when we all the pain and all the arguing going on today. I don’t 

know about you, but I know too many people who are giving up on God, God’s 

people and the church because the world is not going the way they want it to. This 

is especially true when it comes to seeing all the evil in the world. When skeptics 

see the evil here is their line of thinking:  

 

The skeptical argument against: 

1) If God is all-good, God would defeat evil. 

2) If God is all-powerful, God could defeat evil. 

3) Evil is not yet defeated. 

4) Therefore, God does not exist. 

 



But when a heavenly minded person sees the evil in the world, they will think this 

way:  

 

The biblical argument for: 

1) If God is all-good, God wants to defeat evil. 

2) If God is all-powerful, God can defeat evil. 

3) Evil is not yet defeated. 

4) Therefore, evil will one day be defeated. 

 

And one day evil will truly be defeated. Just because we are still in the in between 

times we can’t give up on God because God is in the process of bringing all things 

into redemption. In his book, Wait Until Then, Randy Alcorn gives a beautiful 

image of what it is like to live in the limitations of earth all the while awaiting the 

beauty and fullness of life in eternity with God. He tells of a little boy who lives 

his life in a wheelchair. All he wants to do is hit a homerun and be able to run the 

bases in a baseball game. At the same time his grandfather who used to be a 

professional baseball player now is dependent on a walker to help him walk. Both 

wish for something more in life. The final chapter of the book describes the little 

boy at bat, only to hit a homerun and run all the bases. Up in the stand we see his 

grandfather cheering him on. As the story closes, we see off in the distance the old 

wheelchair and the walker, discarded because they are no longer needed. 

 

Our passage in Revelation today promises that one day, all will be made new. All 

creation will be new. All the pains and sorrows will be no more, gone forever. As 

is promised: Revelation 21:1-2 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the 

old heaven and the old earth had disappeared. And the sea was also gone. 2 And I 

saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven like a 

bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 

  

Today and everyday it is important to remember this truth, 

Mainline: The final destination will be worth the journey. 

 

Our life is a blessing from God. But at the same time, life and earthly dwelling 

brings obstacles. We face trials. We face loss. The earth is broken and we are too. 

But as N.T. Wright puts it: “When humans are put back to rights, the world will be 

put back to 

rights.” 

 

 The promise is that when God makes all things new, humans will be put back to 

right and so will ALL of creation. That’s good news and news worth holding on 



through the journey. One day, these trials will be over and all will be wonderful. 

The beautiful culmination of what is in store continues in our scripture.  

Revelation 21:3-4 3 I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, “Look, God’s 

home is now among his people! He will live with them, and they will be his people. 

God himself will be with them. 4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there 

will be no more death or sorrow or crying or pain. All these things are gone 

forever.” 

 

1) I declare: What I see now is not the end of my story; my best is yet to come. 

 

This is the promise. We won’t have to stay in suffering or pain or heartache that we 

are experiencing now. The best of our story is coming. When we are keeping 

heaven minded, even in the pain and sorrow, we grow closer to the Lord. In those 

times, even if it seems that the Lord is far away, he is drawing closer to us. When 

we follow him, he shines his light on us more and more making this verse true of 

our lives: Proverbs 4:18“The way of the righteous is like the first gleam of dawn, 

which shines ever brighter until the full light of day.” 

 

We are shining brighter and brighter even in the world because the Lord is shining 

brighter through us. And we will keep getting brighter every day until the full light 

is in us. The image of the scripture tells us that we may be in the dark now, but the 

promise of the Father is that the dawn is coming and we will see the sun coming 

brighter and brighter until the light is fully on us and in us. Moreover: Philippians 

3:20-21 But we are citizens of heaven, where the Lord Jesus Christ lives. And we 

are eagerly waiting for him to return as our Savior. 21 He will take our weak mortal 

bodies and change them into glorious bodies like his own, using the same power 

with which he will bring everything under his control. 

  

We are already citizens of heaven. We already have a spot there if we have 

repented and believed in Jesus as Savior and Lord. He is the king of heaven where 

we are citizens. Life is better for us when we can keep in mind where we are going 

and that the best is still ahead. 

 

There was an old song from the Beatles movie, Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club 

Band called, Getting Better. In that song, Paul McCartney sings, “I’ve got to admit 

it’s getting better a little better all the time” while in the background, John Lennon 

sings, “It can’t get no worse.” The truth is, here on earth, it could get worse, but 

when we are focused on the future, we see what McCartney is singing: It’s getting 

better and at least we are promised that the best is on its way, it is coming.   

 



Our series has been asking the question Why, God? But when we look at the 

questions with a heavenly focus we go from Why, God? to Where God? When we 

shift the question, we can begin to ask God to help us to see where he is at work on 

the journey of life we are on.  We are on the journey. It will be finished one day, 

but it is not finished yet. The best is yet to come, but the revelation of John gives 

us a glimpse:  Revelation 21:5-6  And the one sitting on the throne said, “Look, I 

am making everything new!” And then he said to me, “Write this down, for what I 

tell you is trustworthy and true.” 6 And he also said, “It is finished! I am the Alpha 

and the Omega—the Beginning and the End.” 

 

2) Jesus is there at the beginning; Jesus is there at the end. Jesus is there in all 

the times between.  

 

There has never been a time when Jesus was not there for us. He was with God the 

Father at creation. He was looking on us when we were born. He was pulling us 

through in the hard times, whether we recognized him or not. He is with us right 

now and all we have to do is reach out to him. He will be there when we breath our 

last on earth and then welcome us fully, made new into his heavenly, eternal home.  

 

St. Thomas Aquinas once said this: “God destines us for an end beyond the grasp 

of reason.” It’s true. We can’t even imagine what good things God has in store for 

us. What we are going through now is temporary. While we may feel the bad 

doesn’t pass by quickly enough, God is working in us life that is everlasting, 

eternal. We will be made new and will dwell with him there. He has already done 

all the work. He is making it all new and we will be there with him eternally. There 

will be no more tears, pain, sorrow or wondering “Why, God?” there. We’ll be 

fully in his presence. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


