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2 Peter 1: 12-18 12 So I will always remind you of these things, even though you know them and 

are firmly established in the truth you now have. 13 I think it is right to refresh your memory as 

long as I live in the tent of this body, 14 because I know that I will soon put it aside, as our Lord 

Jesus Christ has made clear to me. 15 And I will make every effort to see that after my departure 

you will always be able to remember these things. 16 For we did not follow cleverly devised 

stories when we told you about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were 

eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 He received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice 

came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well 

pleased.” 18 We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the 

sacred mountain. 

We are finishing up our series on the resurrection today. I think we have covered a lot of the 

evidence that builds our faith and gives us reason to continue to believe today. Remember that 

the disciples of Jesus were eyewitnesses to the resurrection and that they all risked their lives to 

continue to spread the truth of the good news that Jesus had indeed risen from the dead.  

But there are still some who do not believe the disciples, so I thought it might be fun to look 

back at some other writings from Jesus’ day about the early Christians. Let’s start with Publius 

Cornelius Tacitus who was a Roman historian in the first century. He was an early journalist 

writing on the fire that broke out and destroyed Rome in 64 AD. Here is what he said about 

Emperor Nero blaming the Christians: “Nero fastened the guilt…on a class hated for their 

abominations, called Christians by the populace. Christus, from whom the name had its origin, 

suffered the extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of . . . Pontius Pilatus, and 

a most mischievous superstition, thus checked for the moment, again broke out not only in 

Judaea, the first source of the evil, but even in Rome.” 

History would tell us that the “most mischievous superstition” was the disciple’s belief in the 

resurrection. Tacitus didn’t believe it, but he reported the news pretty accurately. Those 

Christians were really different because their leader died an extreme and cruel death and then 

they believed he was raised from the dead, and people all over believed them because of this. 

Titus Flavius Josephus was a first century Jewish historian. I’m not sure he really believed like 

those who had become Christians, but he did write about what they believed. He wrote this: 

“About this time there lived Jesus, a wise man, if indeed one ought to call him a man. For he . . . 

wrought surprising feats. . . . He was the Christ. When Pilate . . .condemned him to be crucified, 

those who had . . . come to love him did not give up their affection for him. On the third day he 

appeared . . . restored to life. . . . And the tribe of Christians . . . has . . . not disappeared…” 

And indeed the tribe of Christians has not disappeared yet. But, even though there are many 

other writings about Jesus and his disciples in places other than the Bible, we are studying the 

difference the resurrection makes. That’s because the resurrection of Jesus makes all the 

difference.  As Dale Allison a New Testament Scholar says: “It is a historical fact that some of 

Jesus’ followers came to believe that he had been raised from the dead soon after his execution. 



We know some of these believers by name; one of them, the apostle Paul, claims quite plainly to 

have seen Jesus alive after his death. Thus, for the historian, Christianity begins after the death of 

Jesus, not with the resurrection itself, but with the belief in the resurrection.” 

Remember Bart Ehrman, who no longer really believes the accuracy of the Bible? Even he can’t 

deny that the disciples were transformed, changed because of the resurrection. He said: “That 

Jesus’ followers (and later Paul) had resurrection experiences is, in my judgment, a fact.” 

Even though he may not believe that the resurrection happened, he believed that the disciples 

believed it and they were changed because of it.  That is a generous thought coming from him. 

But there are others in our day that have written about the experiences of the disciples when they 

encountered the resurrected Jesus. New Testament scholar and Christian apologist, Mike 

Licona writes: “I accept the resurrection of Easter Sunday not as an invention of the community 

of disciples, but as a historical event.” He says he believes that the resurrection actually 

happened. I believe it too after all my years of study, having been born into a Jewish home, 

becoming a Christian, from reading the Bible every day and praying to growing in faith, I believe 

the resurrection is factual. I believe those who wrote their eyewitness reports like Peter and Paul 

and I believe the news reports of those who wrote about Jesus.  

I believe Luke’s encounter with the faith in the resurrection as he studied the life of Jesus and 

tried to give an accurate report of all Jesus had done on earth so that faith could be built in Jesus’ 

followers. Here is how he opens his gospel account: Luke 1:1-4 Many have undertaken to draw 

up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us, 2 just as they were handed down to 

us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. 3 With this in mind, 

since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, I too decided to write 

an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4 so that you may know the certainty of 

the things you have been taught. 

I believe because as our first message note says: 1. The Christian faith is built on the 

testimony of eyewitnesses who had nothing to gain and everything to lose. 

The witnesses of Jesus resurrection didn’t spread the story to gain power. They had no power on 

earth to start with and any hint of belief in Jesus only took their power away. They didn’t gain a 

good reputation. In fact they became outcasts of society in many ways because of their beliefs. 

Remember the reports of the early journalists that I shared at the start of this sermon? They 

talked of the disciples more like weird nuisances. They weren’t spreading the truth of the 

resurrection and faith in Jesus for the money or the fame. They had nothing to gain and 

everything to lose. But later Peter would remind his church members of this:  

 

2 Peter 1: 12-13, 16-18 12 So I will always remind you of these things, even though you know 

them and are firmly established in the truth you now have. 13 I think it is right to refresh your 

memory as long as I live…16 For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you 

about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 
17 He received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the 

Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 18 We 



ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred 

mountain. 

Peter was reminding the people of his church that he wants to make sure they never forget what 

Jesus has done. And he told them why they could believe and that was because he had seen it 

himself. He wasn’t alone either. They could ask the other disciples. Peter knew that soon would 

come the time when the others, who hadn’t seen the resurrected Jesus, would have to decide on 

their own what to believe and how to live by their belief. Would they continue to believe and 

spread the message or not? Peter reminded them also that he had actually heard God’s voice. He 

wanted them to hear the message of truth and then continue to spread it. He said that faith would 

grow as they continued to step out on it.  

 

Paul wrote a similar message to the believers in Ephesus. He wanted to be sure they knew that 

there was a great blessing for those who believed even though they had never seen Jesus. 

Ephesians 1:13-14 13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, 

the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the 

promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of 

those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory. 

 

2. The message that changed the first century still changes lives today. 

 

This is a good reminder for us still today. That very same message is still active in us today. 

When we believed the message, God marked us as saved through Jesus Christ. We were given 

the gift of the Spirit of God to live in us and transform us. Because we heard and believed we are 

saved. The message we have been given about Jesus Christ is the same message that the early 

disciples and converts heard. Jesus died for our sins and was resurrected to conquer death and 

give us new life.  

 

Paul emphasized this message to the Corinthians too. 1 Corinthians 15:1-2 Now, brothers and 

sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which 

you have taken your stand. 2 By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I 

preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain.  

 

Again, Paul said that the message was about the resurrection and that is what was preached to 

him and what he continued to share with others. We need to hold firmly to our faith in Jesus 

because it is the power of salvation and the new life promised. Paul went on to write: 

 

1 Corinthians 15:3-8 3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ 

died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third 

day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. 6 After 

that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, most of 

whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all 

the apostles, 8 and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born. 

3. Resurrection changes the lives of the scared, skeptic and stubborn.  

Paul, once again emphasizes that he is telling the truth. He had encountered the resurrected Jesus 

along with all these others. Remember after Jesus’ crucifixion, the disciples went and hid. They 

locked themselves behind doors afraid that they might be crucified too. But when they 



encountered he resurrected Jesus they knew their lives were changed because of it. The followers 

had gone from scared to brave witnesses for Jesus Christ.  

 

Paul was one who was skeptical. Jesus had to convince him himself in order to bring him from 

hater to lover of Christ and his followers. But then there’s the stubborn and I think that describes 

James for us. James was the half-brother of Jesus. Mary and Joseph were his biological parents. 

So James had grown up with Jesus. He probably grew up hearing those stories of the wise men 

and the people at the temple who knew Jesus was the promised one. He probably felt that his 

mom just favored the oldest child. In fact there are some scriptures that tell us how Jesus family 

treated him from time to time. Mark 3:20-21, 31-32 20 Then Jesus entered a house, and again a 

crowd gathered, so that he and his disciples were not even able to eat. 21 When his family heard 

about this, they went to take charge of him, for they said, “He is out of his mind.”…31 Then 

Jesus’ mother and brothers arrived. Standing outside, they sent someone in to call him. 32 A 

crowd was sitting around him, and they told him, “Your mother and brothers are outside looking 

for you.” 

 

According to Mark’s gospel, Jesus’ family thought he was “out of his mind” preaching and 

teaching like he did. So James might have been embarrassed by his brother’s ministry. And then 

there were remarks by his community that tied him Jesus in a not so favorable manner. Mark 6:3 

Isn’t this the carpenter? Isn’t this Mary’s son and the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and 

Simon? Aren’t his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him. The community made 

fun of Jesus and by the way, the whole family for being related to Jesus. So James may have 

been a bit stubborn and wanted nothing to do with his brother. But then he encountered Jesus 

resurrected! He saw with his very eyes, that Jesus was indeed God in the flesh. All those stories 

that Mary, his mother had told him about Jesus’ birth may have suddenly made sense. And it 

transformed James who was stubborn to becoming a servant, an all-out servant. He began by 

serving in the church giving testimony and became an elder in the church. We find that he is 

mentioned in Acts 21:17-18 17 When we arrived at Jerusalem, the brothers and sisters received 

us warmly. 18 The next day Paul and the rest of us went to see James, and all the elders were 

present. 

 

And later we find that James is mentioned among the apostles, spreading the good news 

everywhere. Galatians 1:18-20 18 Then after three years, I went up to Jerusalem to get 

acquainted with Cephas and stayed with him fifteen days. 19 I saw none of the other apostles—

only James, the Lord’s brother. 20 I assure you before God that what I am writing you is no lie. 

 

 

So I have a question. Where are you today? Has the resurrection impacted you? How are you 

different than before you believed? How is the resurrection bringing new life to you even today? 

If the bible were still being written, what progression in the faith might be found in you? Like 

Peter, have you gone from scared to bold? Like Paul, have you gone from skeptical and hater to 

lover of the gospel and of Jesus? Like James have you gone from stubborn about issues of faith 

and following Christ to being a servant and lover of the church? The resurrection is still making 

a difference today. It is my prayer that you will continue to grow in that. Amen. 


