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1 Corinthians 15:12-19 12 Now if Christ is preached that He has been raised from the dead, how 

do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there is no 

resurrection of the dead, then Christ is not risen. 14 And if Christ is not risen, then our 

preaching is empty and your faith is also empty. 15 Yes, and we are found false witnesses of God, 

because we have testified of God that He raised up Christ, whom He did not raise up—if in fact 

the dead do not rise. 16 For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is not risen. 17 And if Christ is not 

risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins! 18 Then also those who have fallen asleep in 

Christ have perished. 19 If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most 

pitiable. 

 

We are beginning a new series this morning called Resurrection: Historical Event or Hoax. This 

will lead into a series we’ll start in a few weeks called Why, God? through which we’ll look at 

more questions that people ask about faith. But the reason we are starting here with the 

resurrection is because of Ann.  

 

I had only been her pastor for about a month when she approached me after church one Sunday 

and asked if she could take me out to lunch. She said she wanted to get to know me and she had 

some things she was dealing with and would like to talk to her pastor. We hadn’t even received 

our food yet, when she asked me a very important question which was the real reason she wanted 

to meet with me. Ann asked me, “Do you have to believe in the resurrection of Jesus to be a 

Christian?” After taking a deep breath so I didn’t say something that would be rude and 

obnoxious, I said, “Well, yes indeed you do. True Christianity is rooted in and founded on the 

literal resurrection of Jesus Christ. We have no faith, no religion, nothing to believe in if Jesus 

was not raised from the dead.”  

 

Let me ask a question though. Have you ever struggled with this very same question? Or have 

you ever had someone else ask you if you really have to believe the resurrection account to call 

yourself a Christian? I have. Our scripture today is actually the best answer to the same question. 

I want us to look in depth at this question and truly take to heart what the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ, over 2000 years ago still means to us today. Because as our mainline says:  

 

Mainline: Everything hinges on the resurrection. 

 

The resurrection is what confirms all of the promises that God had given through the Old 

Testament. The resurrection confirms all of Jesus’ teachings while here on earth, the resurrection 

was the catalyst that formed and moved the church. The resurrection proved the conquering of 

death and reality for new life that Jesus can give. Rick Warren put it this way: “Two thousand 

years ago, in the Middle East, an event occurred that permanently changed the world. Because of 

that event, history was split. Every time you write a date, you’re using the Resurrection of Jesus 

Christ as the focal point.” 



On the other hand, let’s think about it this way. Without the resurrection of Jesus, Paul writes, 

then there is no reason to have faith, we who have professed Christ are liars, we are false 

witnesses of God, we are still in our state of sins without forgiveness and without power to 

overcome and quite frankly if there is nothing to look forward to beyond the end of our earthly 

days, then we are most pitiable. Sad isn’t it. And it is so sad to think that people refuse to believe 

this hope, this joy, this power, this promise is for those of us who believe. So, let’s unpack this a 

little bit more and see what all hinges on the resurrection.  

 

1 Corinthians 15:13, 15  13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ is not 

risen.  15 Yes, and we are found false witnesses of God, because we have testified of God that He 

raised up Christ, whom He did not raise up—if in fact the dead do not rise.  

 

Our first message note is this: 1. Truth hinges on the resurrection.  

 

You see, at the center of the earliest preaching and teaching of Jesus Christ, the resurrection was 

the first thing proclaimed. All the disciples, and Paul as well, started their preaching with the 

resurrection of Jesus. It wasn’t the miracles. It wasn’t that he was a good man. The Gospel, or the 

Good News of preaching from the very start was the Jesus came from heaven, lived on earth, 

died on a cross for the sins of the world was buried and raised to life to conquer death. He still 

lives as Savior and Lord now. 

 

But here’s something to remember. Jesus told his followers that he is the truth and the way to the 

Father. John 14:6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me.” 

 

Jesus is the standard of truth. He said that we can follow him to reconciliation with God the 

Father. If he was willing to lay down his life and die for us, this was certainly the truth of his 

claim. You see you can put truth in the grave, but it won’t stay there.  

 

Jesus IS truth and he spoke truth. The resurrection gives credibility to Jesus words. As he said: 

Matthew 20:17-19  Now Jesus, going up to Jerusalem, took the twelve disciples aside on the road 

and said to them,  18  “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be 

betrayed to the chief priests and to the scribes; and they will condemn Him to death,  19  and 

deliver Him to the Gentiles to mock and to scourge and to crucify. And the third day He will rise 

again.” 

 

Jesus was speaking of himself about what would happen to him. And this is what we celebrated 

last week. And you know what? Jesus is still alive! That’s the really good news. We weren’t able 

to cover, bury or keep the truth of Jesus resurrection hidden away. Truth hinges on the 

resurrection. AND all the early preaching was based on the resurrection. Even Paul said this: 1 

Corinthians 15:3-5a For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died 

for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third 

day according to the Scriptures,  5  and that He was seen… 

Paul said, not only did I witness Jesus Christ who came to him personally, but he was taught this 

truth by the disciples, by very credible witnesses. Truth hinges on the resurrection. If it didn’t 

happen, we don’t know what to believe and quite frankly we don’t really have anything to 



believe in which brings me to this: 1 Corinthians 15:14 And if Christ is not risen, then our 

preaching is empty and your faith is also empty.  

 

Our second message note is this: 2. Faith hinges on the resurrection.   

The scripture says here that if Jesus is not risen from the dead, then what I’m doing now 

(preaching) is empty, or of no use and your faith (and mine by the way) is also empty and of no 

use. There is no reason to have faith. There is no reason to speak of good news or how faith has 

made a difference and we might as well not come to church or do good for other people. But it is 

through this faith we are saved.  

 

Ephesians 2:8-9 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 

 

We couldn’t save ourselves, it is only by a gift of grace from Jesus Christ. The faith that we have 

is that the resurrection makes a difference in our lives. Faith says we believe that because Jesus 

has the power of resurrection he has the power to transform us now and will raise us to life with 

him. The resurrection solidifies our reason to have faith that Jesus cares for us and wants to give 

us all we need for abundant living now and for eternal life with him. But if he did not rise, then 

we are just empty people and further as the scripture states: 1 Corinthians 15:17 And if Christ is 

not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins!  

 

This brings me to our third message note: 3. Forgiveness hinges on the resurrection. 

 

The resurrection is proves the length Jesus would go to make us right with God. On the cross he 

dealt with our sins, all of the past that would keep from relationship with God and all those 

wounds of the past will not be used against us if we believe in what Jesus promises because of 

his resurrection. I know this seems rather simple, but we are reminded of this every time we take 

communion as Jesus said: Matthew 26:28 This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

 

Again, Jesus’ resurrection proves that he is capable of being all that we need to obtain true 

forgiveness. As is states in Romans 6:10-11 
10 For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to 

God. 11 Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 

 

Through his death, we can die to sin. Through his life we can live new lives. The difference the 

resurrection makes through his forgiveness is that we really can overcome the past and really do 

have the power to be transformed from our sinful lives that we thought we were stuck with. But 

without the resurrection, we are back to having hope that ceremonial washings and offering 

sacrifices and doing certain things here and there will with some amount of luck make us right 

with God. With the cross followed by the resurrection we can have assurance. But without the 

resurrection we are still living in that sin, we are stuck in that old life that we so long to get rid 

of.  But that is not all that hinges on the resurrection. And I really don’t want you to miss this: 1 

Corinthians 15:19 If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most 

pitiable.  



This brings me to our fourth message note: 4. Hope hinges on the resurrection.  

 

As Paul said, we are to be pitied if all we have to hope for or look forward to is this life. I don’t 

know about you, but the world often disappoints. What joy we do have is often temporary. But 

we can have real hope because of the resurrection. We are given new life now and promise of 

eternal life. Here are a few scriptures I would like to share with you.  

 

1 Peter 1:3-4 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has 

caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you.”  

  

We have a hope that will not spoil or fade or get stolen. And notice he says were are born again 

to a living hope. The resurrection affects our living now. And here is how it is that we are 

promised the eternal life: Romans 8:11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead 

dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies 

through His Spirit who dwells in you. 

 

We can have abundant life now because we have the Holy Spirit living in us. The very one who 

raised Christ from the dead will give us life in our bodies to live fully for him. The very Spirit of 

God living in us gives us the power we need through the days of our lives. The Spirit of God 

keeps us living for the eternal and gives us hope and happiness no matter what this world says 

about us. No matter what our circumstances are we have a living hope. And this hope does not 

lead to disappointment.  

 

Romans 5:5, 9-11 5 And this hope will not lead to disappointment. For we know how dearly God 

loves us, because he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love…9 And since we 

have been made right in God’s sight by the blood of Christ, he will certainly save us from God’s 

condemnation. 10 For since our friendship with God was restored by the death of his Son while 

we were still his enemies, we will certainly be saved through the life of his Son. 11 So now we 

can rejoice in our wonderful new relationship with God because our Lord Jesus Christ has made 

us friends of God.  

 

Again, everything hinges on the resurrection. Truth and faith, forgiveness and hope. The 

resurrection is proof of God’s very real and abiding love for us. And if Jesus has resurrected, he 

can plant that love in our hearts. What difference does the resurrection make to us still today? 

We have life. We have joy. We have promises of eternal life with God who created us to be in 

relationship with him. And just as the scripture says: now we can rejoice in our wonderful new 

relationship with God because our Lord Jesus Christ has made us friends with God! 

 

I saw this cartoon of a little boy and girl who were collecting Easter eggs. The little boy comes 

up to the girl and says, “Do you think it is wise to put all your eggs in one basket?” Well her 

basket has the name of Jesus on it and her eggs have words on them like “life” “faith” “love” and 

“future” and she replies to the little boy, “Oh, I can rely on THIS basket!” Jesus is who we can 

rely on and we can be convinced that he loves us and has given us every reason to hope in this 

life and for eternity because everything hinges on the resurrection! Amen! 


