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Mark 16:1-7 

Saturday evening, when the Sabbath ended, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and 

Salome went out and purchased burial spices so they could anoint Jesus’ body. 2Very early on 

Sunday morning, just at sunrise, they went to the tomb. 3On the way they were asking each other, 

“Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” 4But as they arrived, they 

looked up and saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled aside. 5When 

they entered the tomb, they saw a young man clothed in a white robe sitting on the right side. 

The women were shocked, 6but the angel said, “Don’t be alarmed. You are looking for Jesus of 

Nazareth, who was crucified. He isn’t here! He is risen from the dead! Look, this is where they 

laid his body. 7Now go and tell his disciples, including Peter, that Jesus is going ahead of you to 

Galilee. You will see him there, just as he told you before he died.”  

 

 

We are continuing in our series on the Resurrection: Historical Event or Hoax. We are learning 

that in this world there are many who are antagonistic to the gospel message of Jesus. And, they 

have presented stories to make the faithful doubt the truth of scripture and the truth of what God 

has done for us. Today we are looking at the theory of the “wrong tomb” which would try to 

convince us that Jesus really didn’t rise from the dead because the women just went to the wrong 

tomb and when it is recorded, “You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He 

isn’t here!” it is taken as the end of the sentence…like they are really saying, “hey, you showed 

up at the wrong place.” 

 

Now I have a question for you. Have you ever shown up at the wrong address? I’m not talking 

about getting lost, but maybe you got to the right neighborhood but the wrong house? Well I did 

that once. I was going to see an older couple and had written down the address and directions to 

their house. I got into the right neighborhood and it was one of those neighborhoods where all 

the street names are all similar, like Hill Street, North Hill Street, Hill Court, Hill Circle. Who 

does this to a neighborhood? But anyway, where I ended up was the right house number on the 

wrong street. Thinking I was at my friend’s house, I went to the door and some lady I had never 

seen before comes to the door. I was stunned. I asked if my friends were there thinking maybe 

they had a visitor who answered the door for them. She told me I was at the wrong place. Then I 

looked at my paper and read the address and we figured I need to be on the next road. My friends 

lived on the street just behind her.  

 

What I want us all to think about here is when we show up at the wrong place, we usually don’t 

stop looking until we get it right. I asked the lady where the right place was. I got in the car and 

went to my friend’s house. I was a little embarrassed but I got to the right destination. And that is 

what I believe would have happened to the women at the tomb. If they had gone to the wrong 

tomb to start with, they would have looked until they got to the right place because you see our 

mainline tells us:  



 

Mainline: The right destiny is not built on the wrong destination. 

 

John also records this event of the women going to the tomb on the resurrection morning. 

According to John, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been rolled 

away from the tomb. So she ran to tell Peter and John and they raced to the tomb to see what was 

going on and Mary was right there behind them. Only when they didn’t see Jesus, they went 

home. They still didn’t expect the resurrection. I’m not sure why they were not curious at all 

about where Jesus might be, but in no way is there evidence that they think they could be at the 

wrong tomb. Mary is also still convinced she is at the right place when she stays behind. Here’s 

what John says:  

 

John 20:11-15 11 But Mary stood outside by the tomb weeping, and as she wept she stooped 

down and looked into the tomb. 12 And she saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and 

the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. 13 Then they said to her, “Woman, why are 

you weeping?” She said to them, “Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not know 

where they have laid Him.” 14 Now when she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus 

standing there, and did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you 

weeping? Whom are you seeking?” She, supposing Him to be the gardener, said to Him, “Sir, if 

You have carried Him away, tell me where You have laid Him, and I will take Him away.”  

 

You see, Mary is still not expecting a resurrection, because she expects to find Jesus’ body. AND 

we still see no evidence that she could be at the wrong tomb. But there are those who do not 

want to look any further. They just won’t read any further in the scripture where they would see 

this:  

 

John 20:16-18 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to Him, “Rabboni!” (which is 

to say, Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My 

Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, ‘I am ascending to My Father and your Father, 

and to My God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had 

seen the Lord, and that He had spoken these things to her. 

 

So how do we know that there are people that just will not believe and would rather deceive us? 

Our first message note gives us a clue.  

 

1. God entrusts the most important message to the most unlikely messengers. 

 

There is one very crucial detail about the resurrection of Jesus that is easily overlooked. The 

empty tomb was first discovered by women. To believe the account of a woman in Jesus’ day 

would have been scandalous. To have put forward the witness of a woman was in no way 

considered a valid witness. The only explanation for writing the gospels and for spreading the 

testimony of the women’s witness to the empty tomb and literal resurrection of Jesus’ rests in the 

fact that it was actually true.  

 

Let’s look back at Mark’s gospel: Mark 16:5-7 5When they entered the tomb, they saw a young 

man clothed in a white robe sitting on the right side. The women were shocked, 6but the angel 



said, “Don’t be alarmed. You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He isn’t 

here! He is risen from the dead! Look, this is where they laid his body. 7Now go and tell his 

disciples, including Peter, that Jesus is going ahead of you to Galilee. You will see him there, 

just as he told you before he died.” 

 

You see the scripture bears witness to Mary and the other women being given the task to take the 

message to the disciples, the male disciples. God entrusted this very, very important message of 

the resurrection to unlikely messengers. Again, the angels and Jesus himself revealed to the 

women that they were to announce the good news. In that day, if this were not true, the men 

would have written no women in as the heroines of the day. In fact, think about it this way: If 

you were going to make up a story about a person who was crucified for the sins of the world, 

and was raised on the third day to defeat death and provide eternal life, the last thing you would 

do is have a whole story depend on the word of women! In that time of history such a story could 

be discounted as unreliable, right from the start.  

 

But, Jesus is in the business of redeeming everyone and everything…even the status of women in 

sharing in the spread of the good news. The early church didn’t try to hide or cover up the fact 

that women discover the empty tomb, first saw the risen Jesus, or first told the disciples of the 

resurrection, because that is exactly how it took place. 

 

One of the tests for truthfulness is called “The principle of embarrassment.” Because human 

beings do not like to feel humiliated or embarrassed, we tend to hide or cover up embarrassing 

details that make us look bad. Everything about that first Easter day could make the disciples 

look bad. It was women who discovered the empty time, not the disciples. That’s embarrassing! 

It was women who were told, “Jesus is not here. He was raised just like he said.” Not the 

disciples. That’s embarrassing! It was the women who were implored to go and tell the rest of 

the disciples that Jesus was alive, not the disciples. That’s embarrassing! It was a woman who 

first saw the resurrected Jesus alive, not the disciples. That’s embarrassing! The message of the 

most important event in human history was given to the least likely of the messengers. 

 

There is only one compelling reason why that is. Because that is what happened! That is really 

indicative of how God works. God seems to delight in doing unexpected things through the most 

unlikely of people! 

 

In fact all the plans leading up to the death, burial and resurrection seemed to involve the 

unlikely people AND places. Let me read the scripture to explain. Mark 15:42-46 It was 

Preparation Day (that is, the day before the Sabbath). So as evening approached, 43 Joseph of 

Arimathea, a prominent member of the Council, who was himself waiting for the kingdom of 

God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body. 44 Pilate was surprised to hear that he was 

already dead. Summoning the centurion, he asked him if Jesus had already died. 45 When he 

learned from the centurion that it was so, he gave the body to Joseph. 46 So Joseph bought some 

linen cloth, took down the body, wrapped it in the linen, and placed it in a tomb cut out of rock. 

Then he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb.  

  

2. God assigns the most important plans in the most unlikely places. 

 



What prompted a prominent member of the council to want Jesus’ body? Who prompted this 

man, who probably had a lot of money and power and prestige, who had a lot to lose by helping 

the family and friends of Jesus, to give up his own tomb, or family tomb? In that day, dead 

people and things were unclean and to give away your own tomb meant you’d have to go 

elsewhere to be buried and likely to have to find a whole new area for your whole family.  

 

This member of the council risked knowing Jesus, risked being a follower of Jesus, risked also 

becoming unclean because he was dealing with a dead body, risked his personal property to give 

God the place to carry out the final plans for the restoration and redemption of humanity. For you 

see, the tomb that Joseph offered was the place where Jesus would rise from the dead and present 

himself alive.  

 

Joseph took Jesus’ body from the cross, prepared his body for burial and put the body in the 

tomb and rolled the stone in front of it thinking that all their hopes were over. And here is the 

next sentence in the scripture: Mark 15:47 47 Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joseph 

saw where he was laid. 

 

And there are those who say that the women simply went to the wrong tomb and have been 

spreading a story ever since. But here is our third message note:  

 

3. God’s Word offers the details if we don’t let the deceivers derail us.  

 

If we look in the scriptures, read it all and not just look to a verse here or there to somehow prove 

what we have already decided in our hearts to believe…if we look in the scriptures and pray to 

God for the Holy Spirit to open our eyes, convict our minds and lead our hearts to deeper 

relationship with God, then we will see that God gives us answers to our questions. God offers 

the details we are looking for but we have to be ready to read and study God’s word. We have to 

be ready to listen to God and what the Spirit has to say, because there are deceivers out there and 

they want to lead us to the wrong tomb, the wrong theory and ultimately wrong belief. Sadly, 

that leads us away from relationship with God. But that won’t happen to us. We are like the 

women. We saw where he was laid and we have seen the fruit of his rising. We know Jesus is 

still alive, because his Spirit lives in us and we are not the same as we were before. Let’s not be 

derailed, Jesus wants to keep us on track. Amen.  

 


