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Matthew 28:11-15 11 While the women were on their way, some of the guards went into the city and 

reported to the chief priests everything that had happened. 12 When the chief priests had met with the 

elders and devised a plan, they gave the soldiers a large sum of money, 13 telling them, “You are to say, 

‘His disciples came during the night and stole him away while we were asleep.’ 14 If this report gets to 

the governor, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.” 15 So the soldiers took the money and did 

as they were instructed. And this story has been widely circulated among the Jews to this very day. 

 

We are continuing in our series, Resurrection: Historical Event or Hoax. Today our scripture tells us of 

a story that was crafted between the chief priests, the elders and the soldiers at the tomb to lie to the 

community about the fact that Jesus rose from the grave like he had promised. Notice they were 

especially concerned about the authorities, like the governor, finding out that the body of Jesus was not 

in the tomb even though they had guards on watch the whole time. I wanted to highlight this scripture 

this week, because then as now, there are those who are determined to not believe, even when the 

evidence, credible evidence is widely available. And they will go to great lengths to cover up the 

evidence and hide it. 

 

But you see, as Winfried Corduan says: “Non-miraculous explanations of what happened at the empty 

tomb have to face a cruel choice: either they have to rewrite the evidence in order to suit themselves or 

they have to accept the fact that they are not consistent with present evidence. The only hypothesis that 

fits the evidence is that Jesus was really resurrected.”  

 

That is what faced the disciples, the women and men who experienced the empty tomb. They realized 

the only explanation was that Jesus really was resurrected. Yet, the guards were faced with having to 

rewrite the evidence. They were forced to cover up the proof. That is what was going on with the people 

who came up with the grave robber theory.  

 

The people we read about in the scripture today didn’t like the evidence which pointed to the literal 

resurrection of Jesus. They looked at the empty tomb and had a choice: to believe what just happened or 

to change the story and hope that the lie can be spread and believed.  

 

But we still have the truth available to us today and most people who call themselves Christians hold the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ as a foundational belief. And we still have this credible evidence of the 

literal resurrection because lies are hard to keep going.  

 

Chuck Colson gave a good insight on trying to keep a lie going. He founded Prison Fellowship 

Ministries and Breakpoint Ministries. But he was one who was on a special council for Richard Nixon 

during Watergate and ended up in prison himself for his participation in obstruction of justice during the 

trials. Here’s what he says about the resurrection: “I know the resurrection is a fact, and Watergate 

proved it to me. How? Because 12 men testified they had seen Jesus raised from the dead, then they 

proclaimed that truth for 40 years, never once denying it. Everyone was beaten, tortured, stoned and put 

in prison. They would not have endured that if it weren’t true. Watergate embroiled 12 of the most 

powerful men in the world-and they couldn’t keep a lie for three weeks. You’re telling me 12 apostles 

could keep a lie for 40 years? Absolutely impossible.” 

 



Colson offers that it is absolutely impossible for 12 people to keep the same lie for 40 years and even 

more so when they are threatened with persecution and martyrdom. Why is that? Because as our 

mainline offers today: Mainline: Liars don’t make good martyrs. 

 

That’s the problem with the grave robber theory. Think about it. At first glance, it’s hard to keep a lie 

going. And then for 12 men and others to keep the same lie going for 40 years is even more difficult. 

Then on top of that, let me ask a question. Would you die, and probably a painfully brutal death to keep 

that lie? And yet that is what happened to the disciples. Here is a list of what happened to the disciples 

for their testimony of the resurrection of Christ.  

 

Andrew was crucified. 

Bartholomew was crucified. 

James, brother of Jesus was stoned. 

James, son of Alphaeus was crucified. 

James, son of Zebedee was killed by the sword. 

Matthew was crucified. 

Peter was crucified upside down. 

Philip was crucified. 

Simon was crucified. 

Thaddeus was killed by arrows. 

Thomas died of a spear thrust.  

AND John died naturally. 

 

And John may have lived a long life. He was probably one of the youngest of Jesus’ first disciples and 

then he was probably well over 70 when he died after surviving the exile to Patmos where he saw the 

Revelation…meaning, the whole time, he still held to the testimony of the resurrection and saw the 

resurrected Jesus in glory while on Patmos. John certainly endured a lot for being a witness of the 

resurrection and for giving testimony to it.  

 

But let’s get back to the initial evidence by asking another question. From the time of Jesus’ crucifixion 

to the time of resurrection, did the disciples act like they were expecting a resurrection? Did they seem 

like they were coming up with a plan to lie to the community? Let’s look at the evidence.  

 

John 20:19 “On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the 

doors locked for fear of the Jews…” This brings me to our first message note:  1) The resurrection 

transforms the fearful into the fearless. 

 

Just as liars don’t make good martyrs, men who were truly fearful of the community leaders would not 

tell about the resurrection unless it was really real and it had transformed their lives. 

 

Just to recap I want to share what other gospels writers said about the disciples on the night of Jesus’ 

trial.  Mark 14:50 “Then everyone deserted him and fled.” Matthew 26:56 “Then all the disciples 

deserted him and fled.”  

 

They had all hidden when Jesus was taken away. Peter denied Jesus three times. They were scared and 

hiding together until the women came on that Sunday morning to tell them of the news of the empty 

tomb. And once they saw Jesus, their lives were transformed. Later on here is what is recorded of the 

disciples.  

 

Acts 4:31, 33 “After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all 

filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly…With great power the apostles continued 



to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus.” They continued to tell of the resurrection because they 

believed it and knew it to be true.  

 

But not only did the eye witness of the resurrection transform them from fearful to fearless, it took them 

from as our second message note says: 2) The resurrection transforms the confused into the 

convicted. 

 

There were many times Jesus had told the disciples that he would have to die and then be resurrected. 

But they just remained in their confusion. They never quite understood what Jesus was predicting about 

himself or they would not have abandoned him when he went to the cross AND they wouldn’t have 

acted the way they did when they got the message of the resurrection. Let’s take a look at scriptures 

from Easter morning.  

 

Luke 24:12 12 Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying 

by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened. 

 

It’s like Peter, who was one of the disciples closest to Jesus, was the most confused. He ran to see the 

empty tomb but looked in and scratched his head wondering what was going on. But a visit with the 

resurrected Jesus and Peter was a changed man.  

 

Later Peter would write to new disciples of Jesus Christ:  

2 Peter 1:16 “We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.” 

 

You see the disciples were convicted of what they had seen and experienced. Their conviction grew in 

their hearts and they gave convincing testimony to those who had not seen for themselves of the 

difference Jesus can make in our lives. We are all here today as believers in large part because of the 

witness of the disciples and those who have kept the testimony since. But not everyone was convinced. 

There was one who would have to be convinced in the most unlikely manner. Let me tell a little more of 

him.  

 

Acts 9:1-4  Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He 

went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any 

there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 
3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to 

the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 

 

Another way the resurrection transforms: 3) The resurrection transforms the adversary into the 

advocate.  

 

Paul wouldn’t have been convinced on a story. He was a fierce adversary who wanted nothing more than 

to eradicate the Christians. Anyone who claimed to follow Christ, anyone who claimed the resurrection, 

anyone who spoke the name of Jesus was an enemy of Saul. But, Jesus revealed himself to Saul and 

eventually Saul was transformed into Paul. Later Paul would write and tell his testimony over and over. 

Let’s look at one of those times. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:3-9 3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for 

our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to 

the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. 6 After that, he appeared to 

more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, 

though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 8 and last of all he 



appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born. 9 For I am the least of the apostles and do not even 

deserve to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.  

 

Saul was transformed into Paul. The resurrection had to be true and probably most who are reading this, 

really believe already. But remember the guards who were stationed at the tomb. They were witnesses 

too who didn’t want to get caught believing. Sadly then and still today, even with all the evidence, there 

are those who will remain resistant to the truth. 

 

Those who just do not want to believe are like this: “The evidence for Jesus’ resurrection is so strong 

that nobody would question it except for two things: First, it is a very unusual event. And second, if you 

believe it happened, you have to change the way you live” Wolfhart Pannenberg. 

 

 

As I was reading and studying the Bible yesterday, I read about the transfiguration of Jesus recorded in 

Mark 9. It really sunk in that Jesus was taking time to include Peter, James and John in on just who he 

is. Jesus was giving these disciples a glimpse into who he is in relation to eternity. He was also showing 

them the transformative power that he has. They saw Moses and Elijah, alive and heard God the Father 

speak. But Jesus said something curious when they were coming down from the mountain.  

 

Mark 9:9-10 9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell anyone what 

they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 10 They kept the matter to themselves, 

discussing what “rising from the dead” meant. 

 

Right then and there, Jesus told the disciples that he would rise from the dead. And the disciples were 

really confused by his statement. They weren’t making up plans for the lie of the grave robber theory. 

They didn’t understand that Jesus was going to rise from the dead. But when he rose from the dead, I 

believe Jesus’ teachings all came back to them. Suddenly it made sense what rising from the dead 

meant.  They knew their lives had changed. They only saw the truth revealed. They knew like the 

transfiguration event, they would see Jesus and even their lives in a new way in eternity, but for now 

they were transformed.  

 

There is a big flaw in the grave robber theory. The problem is that not only is Jesus alive but that his 

resurrection totally transformed those who witnessed the resurrection. They became fearless convicted 

advocates of the Good News. So I’ll ask a question. Based on the witness of the disciples do you believe 

the resurrection is a real event? If the answer is yes, where do you see transformation in your own life? 

And does that transformation call us to change the way we live and speak and interact with the rest of 

the world? We have resurrection power in our lives, if we believe. Amen. 

 

 

  


