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Matthew 21:1-7 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, 

Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will 

find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says 

anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.” 4 This took 

place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 5 “Say to Daughter Zion, ‘See, your king 

comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’” 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They brought the donkey and the colt 

and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on.  

 

 

Mark 11:1-7  As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount 

of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and 

just as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and 

bring it here. 3 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it and will 

send it back here shortly.’” 
4 They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway. As they untied it, 5 some 

people standing there asked, “What are you doing, untying that colt?” 6 They answered as Jesus 

had told them to, and the people let them go. 7 When they brought the colt to Jesus and threw 

their cloaks over it, he sat on it.  

 

We’re continuing in our series, Stepping Stone or Stumbling Block. Again, we’ve been looking 

at the gospel accounts of various parts of Jesus journey to the cross. By doing this we have 

learned that the different gospel writers all wrote with their own perspective and to their own 

audiences. Thus they had their own way of giving the information and reporting the facts of what 

Jesus went through. Today is no different as we look at how Jesus went into Jerusalem on, you 

guessed it, what we celebrate today as Palm Sunday. Specifically we are looking at how Jesus 

traveled into Jerusalem. 

 

That got me to thinking about an article I read about Prince Charles and what  the Prince of 

Wales has to pack to travel for a weekend to a friend’s home. It was all written about in a book 

titled, Rebel Prince: The Power, Passion and Defiance of Prince Charles written by Tom Bower.  

Apparently, Prince Charles has traveled with among other things, his own toilet seat. It also 

seems he takes enough clothes to change 4 or 5 times…A DAY. But if that is not bad enough he 

seems to take 124 staff members with him including a butler, a personal chef, a private secretary 

and a typist, bodyguards and 4 valets whose job it is to help him change those clothes several 

times a day. AND, he travels with not just his own pillow, but his WHOLE bedroom suit, 

including the bed, the linens, the wall hangings. I think that means he literally travels with his 

whole bedroom, except the walls. I wonder if he leaves the kitchen sink at home… 

 



Now we see how that prince travels. But when it comes to the king of kings, Jesus, we see he 

travels gently and humbly on a donkey. I saw this cartoon by Gary Larson which depicts a 

donkey talking to his two buddy donkeys. The donkey says to his friends, “I’m tellin’ you 

boys…Jesus was a super nice guy. He knows how to treat a DONKEY!” The caption under the 

picture says, “Still two days after Palm Sunday, Darryl the Palm Sunday Donkey was bragging 

to the boys.”  This brings me to our mainline for today.  

 

Mainline: The donkey tells us what kind of King Jesus is. 

  

Like our other weeks in this series, we learn that there is a story behind the story. Those who just 

don’t want to believe will say that because there is an inconsistency in how many donkey’s Jesus 

rode into Jerusalem on means that none of it happened. FYI, all four of the gospels tell that Jesus 

rode into Jerusalem on a donkey. It’s just that Matthew adds the donkey’s colt implying that 

Jesus rode in on two donkeys. They like to imagine Jesus as a rodeo star standing up on two 

horses, holding the reigns in one hand and waving his other hand in the air. But that’s not it at 

all. So, let’s not get caught up on the stumbling block.  

 

Stumbling Block: The number of donkeys is not the main issue, but that Jesus approaches 

Jerusalem ON a donkey is. 

 

You see in three of the four accounts of the triumphal entry, Jesus rides a single donkey. Skeptics 

say that Matthew, apparently misunderstands the prophecy and, rather absurdly, has Jesus ride 

two donkeys.  Remember that Matthew found his purpose in writing his gospel in comparing 

how Jesus fulfilled Old Testament prophecies of the Messiah. So keep in mind that an 

incomplete description does not necessarily make for an incorrect description. In fact here is the 

prophecy that Matthew was quoting:  

 

Zechariah 9:9 Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! 

See, your king comes to you, righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt, 

the foal of a donkey. And this brings us to our stepping stone.  

Stepping Stone: The donkey tells us Jesus is the Promised One.  

 

All throughout the Old Testament God had been promising to send the one who would save and 

redeem the world and usher creation, including humans into the new Jerusalem, the new heaven 

and earth. Perhaps Jesus riding humbly on a donkey into Jerusalem to fight the ultimate battle 

with sin, death and the grave was God’s way of writing himself into the story.  

There are some very famous authors who wrote themselves into the big screen story. Alfred 

Hitchcock was famous for making cameo appearances in his stories when they were made into 

movies. And then there is a more modern day fellow who has done the same thing. Stan Lee, 

who was the former editor of Marvel comics and creator of characters like the Hulk, Spiderman, 

X-Men and Black Panther. He has a way of making cameo appearances in these movies.  



God writing himself into the great story of redemption is very fitting. Today we see Jesus, our 

Immanuel, God with us, riding humbly on a donkey going right into the needs of humanity and 

going straight to the place to where he would make the ultimate sacrifice on behalf of us all. So 

the issue is not whether Jesus only had one donkey or two but perhaps what we can learn from 

what it means that our king rode on a donkey.  

Let me remind us of a bit of the scripture: Matthew 21:5 “Say to Daughter Zion, ‘See, your king 

comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’” When we 

look at this, what does the donkey tell us?  

1. The donkey tells us of the King who comes to conquer by love and grace not by power 

and force. 

 

When we see kings riding into battle in the movies and in history, we see them riding high on a 

big horse. They don’t ride on a donkey. Perhaps this should tell us of a different kind of conquest 

and a different style to the way Jesus fights (and let me add wins) a battle. Jesus comes in 

humility not self-righteous pride. He comes as a servant not really as royalty. Jesus comes not to 

conquer by force or show of power. Jesus comes to conquer with love. He conquers our enemy 

by giving us grace, a gift that we do not deserve in any way. We know this because Jesus rode in 

on the donkey. But that’s not all we can learn from the donkey.  

 

Scripture tells us: Mark 10:45 45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 

serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” 

 

Our next message note is:  2. The donkey tells us of the King who comes to conquer by giving 

His life for others, not by taking the life of others. 

 

When a king went to battle for his kingdom, he led his men out onto the battlefield to win the 

war. Winning the war would come at a great risk and cost of life on both sides. The winning side, 

they were the ones with the most life left and I guess the life of the right people, like the king. 

The donkey in Jesus’ approach to the battlefield tells us of just the opposite. We have a king who 

does not want to take the life of others, but is putting his own life down in order to save and 

spare the eternal death of the people. Jesus is not only going to the battlefield and preparing to 

face the cross for those in Jerusalem, he wasn’t going only for the rich, he wasn’t going only for 

a certain kind of people, he wasn’t going only for those who had life figured out, but he was 

laying his life down for everyone. I suppose that is why the devil thought he had won the battle 

when Jesus died on the cross. Until Jesus appeared to him very much alive to take back what the 

devil had stolen from God’s kingdom and to eternally punish him and put him in his rightful 

place.  

 

Jesus’ plan for redemption and salvation was not going to come by taking the life of others. 

Jesus’ plan was to give his life in exchange for the death that we should face in order for us to 

have the life that only he can give.  

 

 



And this is what scripture tells us: Colossians 2:13-15 13 And you, being dead in your trespasses 

and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you 

all trespasses, 14 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which 

was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15 Having 

disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them 

in it. 

 

3. The donkey tells us of the King who comes to conquer with a cross, not an army. 

 

Jesus didn’t have an army to fight the battle with him. There’s a song that says he could have 

called 10,000 angels and he could have. But that wasn’t the plan. And if he would have done 

that, we would still be lost and dying in our sins with no hope of redemption. I love the imagery 

of this passage of scripture. It says we all were dead in our trespasses and living our way. And 

Jesus made us alive and has forgiven us. It says, he wiped out the handwriting of requirements 

that was against us. It means the handwriting was on the wall, we were all found guilty, we were 

all found to have sinned. But Jesus by going to the cross for us, erased the handwriting. In fact, 

he not only erased that writing on the wall, he then cleaned that wall, then put primer on the wall 

so that the stain would never show through and then put a whole new coat of paint on it that will 

never wear out.  

 

And if that’s not enough, we are told that Jesus disarmed the powers that would hold us back 

from God and he made a public spectacle of them by triumphing over them on the cross. Think 

about it. Jesus made a public spectacle of sin, of evil, of death and the evil one who wants 

nothing more than to separate us from the love, mercy and grace of God. Jesus made it possible 

for us to be in relationship with God and put us in a place to find victory and a way to overcome 

this world because he has done that for us. 

 

So what can a donkey, or maybe two tell us? They tell us that Jesus is a king who has come to 

conquer in a way that humanity is not used to. Jesus is the king who came to conquer by love and 

grace not force and power, by giving his life not taking life from others, and by going to a cross, 

not by bringing a show of military strength.  

 

Today as we waive our palms and prepare for the week ahead, let’s not forget that Jesus is a 

different kind of King. He is humble and a servant, but the only one fit to save us and redeem 

and fit us for heaven and eternal life with God. And the donkey tells it all. Amen. 

 
 


