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John 19:17-22 17 And He, bearing His cross, went out to a place called the Place of a Skull, 

which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha, 18 where they crucified Him, and two others with Him, one 

on either side, and Jesus in the center. 19 Now Pilate wrote a title and put it on the cross. And the 

writing was: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS. 20 Then many of the Jews read 

this title, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in 

Hebrew, Greek, and Latin. 21 Therefore the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not 

write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but, ‘He said, “I am the King of the Jews.”’” 22 Pilate answered, 

“What I have written, I have written.” 

  

Matthew 27:35-36 35 Then they crucified Him, and divided His garments, casting lots, that it 

might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet: “They divided My garments among them, 

And for My clothing they cast lots.” 36 Sitting down, they kept watch over Him there. 37 And they 

put up over His head the accusation written against Him: THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE 

JEWS. 

  

Mark 15:25-26 25 Now it was the third hour, and they crucified Him. 26 And the inscription of His 

accusation was written above: THE KING OF THE JEWS. 

  

Luke 23:33-38 “33 And when they had come to the place called Calvary, there they crucified 

Him, and the criminals, one on the right hand and the other on the left. 34 Then Jesus 

said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.” And they divided His garments 

and cast lots. 35 And the people stood looking on. But even the rulers with them sneered, saying, 

“He saved others; let Him save Himself if He is the Christ, the chosen of God.” 36 The soldiers 

also mocked Him, coming and offering Him sour wine, 37 and saying, “If You are the King of the 

Jews, save Yourself.” 38 And an inscription also was written over Him in letters of Greek, Latin, 

and Hebrew: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.” 

  

  

We are continuing our series on Stepping Stone or Stumbling Block where we’ve been looking 

at accounts in the gospels that are the same account but written differently. For some that causes 

a stumbling block to faith and for others, those who are willing to think and allow the Spirit of 

God to work in their hearts and minds will find these accounts to be a stepping stone to faith. 

Today our subject is, “Who is the King?”  

 

Who likes the game show Family Feud? It’s a fun game show that uses survey answers as the 

center of focus. The host asks questions to contestants who have to guess the top answers to 

these surveys to win money and prizes. On a 2012 episode, the Host Steve Harvey asked this 

question to the contestants: "When someone mentions 'the King,' to whom might he or she be 

referring?" Here were the four top answers: 



81 people said "Elvis Presley" 

7 people said "God or Jesus" 

3 people said "Martin Luther King, Jr." 

2 people said "The Burger King" 

 

Wow, the top answer by a landslide was Elvis Presley. Elvis is the king of Rock and Roll right? 

But Jesus? Well, that’s what we are discussing today. You see when they crucified Jesus they put 

a sign over his head on the cross. According to Luke and John it was written in three languages, 

Latin, Greek and Hebrew. We are told that Matthew, Mark, Luke and John each record it: 

             Matthew 27:37, “THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS.” 

    Mark 15:26, “THE KING OF THE JEWS.” 

    Luke 23:38, “THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.” 

    John 19:19, “JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS.” 
 

So what is the problem? All record that a sign was over the head of Jesus. But some get upset 

that the four gospel writers do not write the account the same way. Well IS he the King of the 

Jews or is that merely the accusation. We’ve discussed that the authors of the gospels in the 

Bible were writing for different groups of people in the Christian community. We have discussed 

too that they were sharing the gospel in different languages and to various cultures to help them 

understand what Jesus had done. Today, the message of Jesus being king is crucial to the core of 

our faith. It is important to remember that by reading the four gospel accounts and knowing that 

each of the authors felt it important to include this detail actually gives validity to the 

authenticity of the writing.  

 

As Nathan C. Johnson writes in Contradictions in Scripture: “If God cannot teach the truth in 

regards to small things, or in regards to things that are repeated several times in the gospels, then 

we cannot expect Him to speak accurately regarding big things, or things which we have no 

other statement to check them against. To believe this of the gospels is to undermine entirely the 

reliability of the Bible.” 

 

What he is saying is that if you want to believe small differences in the gospel’s accounts of the 

same story means that God is not really speaking through it, then we just don’t want to believe 

the Bible anyway. Which brings us to the mainline for the day: 

 

Mainline: A partial report does not mean a false report. 

  

Ask anyone, any day to tell you what all they did that day. If they forget one detail does that 

mean they lied about the whole day? Or ask every family member to write about the last 

summer’s vacation. I’m guessing that each person in the family will give their own account of 

the same vacation, but they won’t use the same exact words. But if we look again at the 

scriptures of Jesus what do we see in common?  

 

Matthew 27:37: “This is Jesus the King of the Jews.”  

Mark 15:26: “The King of the Jews.”  

Luke 23:38: “This is the King of the Jews.”  

John 19:19: “Jesus of Nazareth the King of the Jews.”  



So here is our stumbling block and what skeptics get caught up in.  

 

1) Stumbling Block: Eyewitnesses often see the same event and… 

A) remember the details differently. 

B) emphasize the details differently. 

 

Each of our gospel writers is recording that Jesus was sentenced to die a brutal death. He was 

sentenced to die a criminal’s death. What was his crime? He was accused of saying he was the 

promised King of the Jews. Thus the sign over his head. Each gospel writer gets one detail the 

same: that the man on the cross is called a King. Just because the details were remembered 

differently or emphasized in a different way does not reduce its validity. In fact they all agree 

that as 2 Corinthians 5:15 says: “He died for the sake of all so that those who are alive should 

live not for themselves but for the one who died for them and was raised.” 

  

And this brings us to our stepping stone for the day: 2) Stepping Stone: Jesus is the King who 

came to die for us all. 

 

Jesus is the King who came to fight for the people of his kingdom. By doing so, in order to get 

his people out of the grip of the enemy, death and destruction and hell, he laid down his life. By 

laying down his life, he died for all of humanity one time so that those who believed in him 

could live for eternity. He died for us to destroy death. He has resurrected from the dead that we 

can live with him eternally.  

 

And that was the mission all along. God created all that there is, for relationship with the humans 

he had created in his image. God would dwell with the people and be their king. He is a good 

king. But an enemy crept in. That enemy lured the people away into disobedience to the one 

simple rule that was given by the rightful king. And because of this death and destruction entered 

the world. But that wasn’t the end of the story. In fact there was already a plan. God would enter 

the world again, through the Son, Jesus. He was not coming to condemn or to judge the world. 

But here’s what scripture tells us: John 12:47b 47 “…I did not come to judge the world but to 

save the world.” 

 

3) By dying for us, King Jesus came to save us all.   

 

That was the mission all along. Jesus has come to save those who would listen to him and desire 

that he be their king. He came to save all of humanity. But we have the choice. Which reminds 

me of a story I saw online not too long ago.  

 

It seems that Burger King, you know, the one that says have it your way, was opening their first 

restaurant in Belgium about a year ago. They launched their online marketing campaign with a 

survey asking “Who’s the King?” They put up a cartoon image with the two choices. Their 

choices for whom to vote were the real Belgian King Phillipe or the fictional Burger King. And 

the cartoon image said, “Two kings, one single crown, who shall reign?”  

 

As you can imagine, when the royal family caught wind of this mock vote they stated their 

disapproval and stated: "since it is for commercial purposes, we would not have given our 



authorization." The article ends by stating that the royal family and Burger King agree on one 

thing, there can only be one king.  (Nina Golgowski, "Burger King's 'Who Is The King?' Vote 

Reportedly Angers Belgian Royal," Huff Post (5-28-2017).) 

 

And that was the point of King Jesus coming to save us all. There could only be one king who 

rules. The one who loved us before he even made us and then made us knowing we would sin 

and turn our backs on him. And remember that God the Son, Jesus knew we would sin and turn 

our backs on him and he still planned to come and rescue us and save us. That’s the kind of king 

we want and need don’t you think? 

 

But, remember, the story is not over with Jesus dying for us. He lives now with the Father. And 

he has risen to take his rightful place as King of Kings of the kingdom of believers. Scripture 

tells us: Revelation 19:16 “And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: King of 

Kings and Lord of Lords.” 

 

4) By rising from the dead, King Jesus came to rule us all.  

 

By rising from the dead, he returned to the kingdom of heaven to return us back to relationship 

with God. Jesus is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. Our culture today has a problem with 

letting anyone else be the rightful ruler over their lives. With Jesus get the King who is for all 

people, whether they understand it or choose to follow him or not. He loves all people and wants 

all people in the kingdom. We also get in Jesus the King who is for all time. Kingship for earthly 

kings comes and goes. Many of us have been around long enough to know that we can be on top 

of our lives one day and on the bottom the next. But Jesus reign is for eternity. And he wants us 

all in that eternity. 

 

Even Elvis Presley agrees. Since the Family Feud game players overwhelmingly think of Elvis 

when think of king I thought it would be nice to see who Elvis things is really king.  During a 

concert in 1974, in South Bend, Indiana, some of his fans made a banner saying that Elvis the 

King. He thanks the people and then says, “It’s a beautiful and I love you for it but I haven’t 

been caught up in this thing and I can’t accept this kingship thing because to me there is only 

one, which is Christ.” What a statement. Elvis gets it right. There is only one king. Whether we 

are on the top or the bottom of life, if we want in the kingdom with the rightful king all we have 

to do is ask. Elvis knew and honored the truth.  

 

People can try to say that because the gospel writers told it differently that the whole story is 

false and that can be a stumbling block. But for those who have ears to hear, it can be a real 

stepping stone to faith. All the gospel writers agree that Jesus is the King. He is the Savior and 

King who died for his people. AND he is the Reigning Eternal King who rose from the dead to 

bring us to life in the kingdom. He leaves it to us to decide who the king will be. Will we choose 

Jesus who loves us and wants us in his kingdom? Or will we choose, like Burger King to have it 

our own way and continue on the path leading us away from the love of God and further away 

from the kingdom. Who is the King? I choose Jesus and I hope you do too.  

  
 

 


