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Isaiah 9:6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he 

will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 

Today, we come to the end of our series, “Prepare Him Room.” We have come to the name given to the Savior, 

Prince of Peace. I got to thinking this week about various peace symbols and their origins.  

 

Probably one of the best known symbols of peace in our time is the circle enclosing the inverted v with the line 

straight up and down in the middle. It became the symbol of the nuclear disarmament movement in Great 

Britain. The symbols in the sign represent the letters n and d which stand for nuclear disarmament and the circle 

represents the unborn child. Formed by a man named Gerald Holtom who described his despair at the time of 

forming this symbol. Even though he regretted the symbol and its birth out of that despair, it has become 

synonymous with groups that wish to bring peace. 

 

Many of you probably knew this, but I learned that the “V” sign of the fingers was used to represent victory 

during WW 2, but in the 1960s activists against the Vietnam War used it as a sign of peace.  

 

Various peace signs go back even before Jesus’ time. The olive branch was used as early as the 5th century BC. 

It started in Greece because the Greeks thought the olive branch represented plenty and drove away evil spirits. 

When you see pictures of Greek gods, there are some with an olive branch symbolizing the bringing of peace.  

 

Even though these symbols represent a desire for peace, they really can do nothing. In fact all our wishing for 

peace and even good deeds or activism for that matter can’t bring true peace until we know the Prince of Peace. 

Which reminds me of a slogan I have heard over and over: No Jesus, No Peace or Know Jesus Know Peace. 

Only when we know Jesus will we know true and lasting peace. Only by asking Jesus to come in our lives and 

invade our space will God’s true peace rest in our lives. That brings me to our mainline for today.  

 

Mainline: Jesus is peace in a world of conflict, chaos and confusion. 

 

Jesus, our Prince of Peace has come to bring true peace. In the Hebrew, peace has such a deep meaning. It 

means more than an absence of conflict which is what we tend to think of when we think of peace. Shalom 

means all around well-being. It has to do with completeness in body, soul and mind. It has to do with having 

harmony with God and people. It has to do with that knowing of Jesus so we’ll have contentment, tranquility 

and calm. We know what real peace really is when we know Jesus. In fact here’s another promise about peace: 

Isaiah 32:17, “The fruit of that righteousness will be peace; its effect will be quietness and confidence forever.” 

 

A symbol can only represent our deepest dreams of shalom. But Jesus came to bring it for real. That’s why 

Jesus is the Prince of Peace. In fact here’s what he promised. John 14:27 “Peace I leave with you; my peace I 

give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.” 

 

Our first message note is this: 1. Jesus is the peace who comes to comfort in the midst of crisis and chaos.  

 

As our Prince of Peace, Jesus tells us that he is not giving peace the way the world does. We want an absence of 

conflict, but there never will be until every knee bows and every tongue confesses the name of Jesus as Savior. 

Until then, there will be wars on the earth, in the communities, in the politics, in the families, even in the 

church. But Jesus says that peace comes from somewhere else. Addison Leitch once said, “Our trouble is we 

want the peace without the Prince.”  



 

He who said, “let not your hearts be troubled” promises that if we allow him in, we can have quietness of soul 

and peace of mind and confidence of our future. Peace begins in our hearts. Peace can only begin when we let 

the Prince of Peace, the author of peace into our hearts. When he is there, we do not need to be afraid. In fact 

when Jesus was preparing his followers for his crucifixion, he said, John 16:33 “I have told you these things, so 

that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 

  

He warned his followers that the world is going to be full of troubles. Some that we cause, some that others 

cause for us. Some troubles have no human cause and we can’t avoid them. But Jesus said, take heart which 

means to be confident or be brave, take comfort or even receive courage. Jesus told them and us today, take his 

peace, comfort, hope and courage to live in this world because he has overcome it for us. We no longer need to 

fear anything we may have to face because we have the prince who has come to comfort us. We have his 

Shalom in our hearts making us whole. Let’s look at a little bit more.  

 

Ephesians 2:14-17  “For he himself is  our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the 

barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and regulations. 

His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and in one body to 

reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. 17 He came and 

preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near.”  

 

Our second message note: 2. Jesus is the peace who comes to save us in the midst of sin and sorrow.   

 

Jesus is the only one who can, ever could and by the way, HAS destroyed the barrier of sin and sorrow that kept 

us separated from God. Our sins build up walls. They often destroy our relationships with others. They always 

pull us away from God. Sin causes us to want our own way, spend all our time and energy going after our own 

made up peace which is gone in the blink of an eye. But in the body of Jesus came our peace.  

 

And the truth is that our sorrows sometime come not because of our own sins, but because of the sins that others 

have committed against us. We see this all over the news today. One person has taken advantage of another who 

was unsuspecting, who was innocent. In a flash innocence was lost. But Jesus came that we could have peace in 

those situations too. There will be justice one day, but the ultimate hope of justice is really shalom. We can have 

shalom without bitterness, without hatred, without settling the score.  

 

Jesus came for those who have been close to God, who never were separated from the family of God. Jesus 

came for those who have been far away and lost in their own deception. Jesus came to justify, or to make us 

right with God. He came to make it so that past life can be just as if it never happened. Just like Romans 5:1 

says: “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ…” 

 

When we are in Christ we have that peace. We have complete relationship with God through Jesus and 

therefore do not need to fear the world, people, complications and obstacles. The Prince of Peace has come to 

destroy death, fear, bondage and hopelessness. How do we invite the Prince of Peace into our lives this season 

and going into the New Year? First, Focus on God’s presence in our lives as promised in: Isaiah 26:3 “You 

keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he trusts in you.” This is a promise from God 

to us.  

 

Second, trust God’s Word and promises are true and seek after them like the shepherds did. Here are the words 

from scripture:  Luke 2:8-15: And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their 

flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 

were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy 

for all the people.11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the 

Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly 



a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in 

the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” {NIV11} 

  

The shepherds heard the word and the promise for peace on whom the favor of God rests. It was for even people 

like shepherds! Even people like you and me.  

 

Michael Card wrote in The Promise: “All we could ever imagine, could ever hope for, He is. ... He is the Prince 

of Peace whose first coming has already transformed society but whose second coming will forever establish 

justice and righteousness. All this, and infinitely more, alive in an impoverished baby in a barn. That is what 

Christmas means--to find in a place where you would least expect to find anything you want, everything you 

could ever want.” 

--Michael Card, The Promise 

 

This Christmas we have looked to find a Wonderful Counselor, a Mighty God, an Everlasting Father, and the 

Prince of Peace. When we were seeking, we found a baby laid in the manger, what we most wanted to find in 

the least expected place. Our Prince of Peace is there waiting for us. Seek him, invite him in your hearts today. 

Amen. 
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Matthew 2:1-11 “Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise 

men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we 

saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, 

and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them 

where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 
6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you 

shall come a ruler  who will shepherd my people Israel.’”7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and 

ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and 

search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship 

him.” 9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose 

went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they 

rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and 

they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense 

and myrrh.” {ESV11} 

  

The other night, my husband and I finally got to go see the movie, The Star. It is an animated movie about the 

birth of Jesus as told from the view of a little Donkey named Bo. Bo gets into all kinds of mischief in the movie, 

and his life is certainly not going the way he wants it to. But in the end, he actually fulfills his purpose and gets 

to see that the king of kings is safely brought into this world. When the moment has come, there he is with all 

the other animals, and the shepherds and wise men have gathered around. And the movie captured so well, the 

natural feeling to look at Jesus and bow down. When looking at Jesus, they all without hesitation got on their 

knees and were silent while looking on Jesus. 

 

Friends that is what worship is all about. Scripture tells us that when the wise men found Jesus, they fell down 

and worshiped him. The word, worship in Greek means to bow down and give honor to, to adore to reverence. 

It also is used to denote the worthiness of the one whom we worship. Usually, in worship, we humble ourselves 



and like those at Christ’s birth, we fall down on our knees and worship. The hymn, O Holy Night captures this 

sentiment well. As it describes the wonder and beauty of the night Jesus was born and the great need and 

longing of the world for him to come the author says, “Fall on your knees, O hear the angels’ voices, O night 

divine, O night when Christ was born…”When we think on the meaning of the events of Christmas we all 

should worship like they did all that time ago. But I have three reasons to worship Jesus this Christmas and 

always.  

 

Matthew 1:20-23  …An angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. “Joseph, son of David,” the angel said, 

“do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. For the child within her was conceived by the Holy Spirit. 21 And 

she will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All of this 

occurred to fulfill the Lord’s message through his prophet: 23 “Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will 

give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel, which means ‘God is with us.’” 

 

1) I worship Jesus for who He is. 

Joseph was instructed to name Jesus for who he is. The Hebrew name given Jesus was Yeshua which literally 

means, “salvation or the Lord saves.” He is the only one who brings true salvation. He is the only one under 

whose name alone can save. In this world today, there is a lot of trouble. When we think about the desire that 

God has had in order to save us, there is nothing else to do except to worship Jesus for who He is.  

That’s not all. 2 Timothy 1:9-10 “For God saved us and called us to live a holy life. He did this, not because we 

deserved it, but because that was his plan from before the beginning of time—to show us his grace through 

Christ Jesus. 10 And now he has made all of this plain to us by the appearing of Christ Jesus, our Savior. He 

broke the power of death and illuminated the way to life and immortality through the Good News.”  

 

2) I worship Jesus for what He has done. 

From before the beginning of time, the plan was made that God the Son would take on human flesh and be born 

so that we could be saved to live in eternal relationship with God. It is not because we deserved this treatment. 

It is not because of anything we have done. We can be saved only because of what Jesus has done for us. He left 

the throne of heaven to live like us and then to die a criminal’s death for the wrongs we had committed. He did 

this simply because he loves us. In worship, we recognize his great consuming love that would drive him to this 

point for our salvation. When we think about what he has done, we fall on our knees and worship.  

That’s not all. Ephesians 3:20-21 “Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or 

imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 

throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.” 

  

3) I worship Jesus for what He will do. 

He is able to do more than we could ever ask or imagine. And the great thing is that what is needed to 

accomplish great things in Christ is already at work in us. If we have allowed Jesus to come in and save us, he 

will do great things in and through us. We can worship him now because of what he will do.  

When think about who He is, what He has done in our lives and what He will do because he is faithful, we have 

a choice to make. Will we wink and nod but keep him at arms distance or will we be overcome with the depth 

and breadth of this news of God’s great power and love and will we do like the wise men and fall on our knees 

and just worship.  

 

The scripture tells us that the wisemen bowed down and worshiped and then presented Jesus with gifts of gold, 

frankincense and myrrh. Often I’m asked why these gifts for a small child. Simply put these were appropriate 

gifts for a king. They were looking for the king of the Jews. But spiritually, these gifts were given as an act of 

worship. They recognized Jesus for who he is, what he has done and what he will do. We may not have gold, 

frankincense or myrrh to offer Jesus in worship. But, we can still worship with our whole being. That is all he 

asks for. If we are willing to fall on the knees of our hearts and recognize just who he is, he accepts our worship.  

We know who he is. He is our salvation. What will he do? Continue to save us and bring all of his promises to 

pass. What has he done? He has brought us back to God by the gift of his blood spilled out on that cross. We 

have a God in Jesus Christ, who is truly worthy of worship. Amen.  


