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Isaiah 9:6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on 

his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace. 

 

We are continuing our series, Prepare Him Room. We are leaning about the names that 

would be given to the child who was born to be our Savior and what that means to us. 

Today we come to Everlasting Father. In our culture today, this may be the most difficult 

position of Jesus for us to understand. So let me preface this by saying I understand that 

to call on God as Father or to understand that Jesus has come so that we will know the 

Everlasting Father may have a mixed bag of emotions and pre-conceived ideas for all of 

us here. So whether, we had the kind of father who helped us to know God and was a 

God-like example of the Christian faith or we had one who deserted us, was abusive or 

difficult to get along with, whether our fathers are still living or are deceased we can 

know God as the Everlasting Father because it has to do with the kind of relationship that 

God has wanted with each of us from before the beginning of creation. And we’ll talk 

about this in a deeper manner this morning.  

 

But the question remains, how is it that God the Son or Jesus is to be called Everlasting 

Father? Well here’s one part of the explanation. As recorded in John 10:22-30, Jesus 

went to celebrate Hanukah which is the festival of lights commemorating the time when 

the Temple was rededicated around 165 BC and it was reported that the candles only had 

enough oil from their time of invasion and revolt to burn for one night. The oil in the 

candles lasted for 8 nights and thus Hanukah is celebrated for 8 nights.  

 

While in Jerusalem, Jesus’ followers began to ask him about revealing himself as the 

Messiah. Jesus said, “I have already told you and if you really wanted to be in right 

relationship with God you would have accepted my message.” Basically Jesus said that 

those who really long to be in relationship and to be saved by God’s chosen one would 

accept that He is the one. But then Jesus said something very interesting, he said to them, 

from John 10:30, “I and the Father are one.” 

 

Here they were in the middle of a celebration that recognized God the Heavenly Father as 

the one who provided for them at all times and even provided for their light to keep 

burning so that all could return to the temple to be close to God. And now, Jesus has 

come as the true light eternal light of God because he and the Father are one. God the 

Father had been with them all this time and now Jesus was making it very clear that not 

only had he never left them, but through Jesus would never leave them. But they were 



still uncertain of what I know today and hope to remind you. That brings me to our 

mainline for today.  

  

  

Mainline: Jesus’ coming reveals a Father who loves unconditionally, is eternally 

faithful, and promises to never forsake us. 

 

Jesus has revealed to us the relationship that God has desired all along. God desires to be 

in a personal and loving relationship with us. God has been the one who continues to love 

unconditionally, has been faithful to us through everything and will never forsake us. 

That is the Eternal Father that Jesus has come to show off. Scripture explains it this way: 

 

1 Corinthians 8:6 Yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom all things 

came and for whom we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all 

things came and through whom we live. 

 

For the Jews, calling God by the name of Father was not so unusual. They understood 

this to mean that God was the creator of all that is. God the Father was the one who gave 

them life and called them together as a people. God was the one who led them and 

provided for them. God was the one who loved them with an everlasting love. But Jesus 

came and refined this image of God the Father in a way that deepened their relationship 

with God because of his example. Jesus came to offer his life so that we could be with 

God in that rightful relationship that was broken by sin. Why did God do this? Because 

he loves us!  

 

1 John 3:1-2 “See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be 

called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us 

is that it did not know him. 2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will 

be has not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like 

him, for we shall see him as he is.” 

 

Our first message note is this: 1) God is an everlasting Father who will always love 

you. 

 

We are reminded that God has lavished love on us. That means that God has showered us 

with an extravagant amount of his love. In fact, so much love that he spared nothing for 

us. And because God loves us so much, he desires to be our Everlasting Father and has 

made this known through Jesus. And if we have trusted Jesus and desire to be like him, 

we are called the children of God. That is what God wants. As scripture says: John 1:12-

13 “12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right 

to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human 

decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.” 



Jesus came to not only remind humanity of the reality of God wanting this relationship, 

but to make it possible. Jesus said he was one with the Father meaning that he was not 

only in agreement with God, he was fully able to carry out the Father’s intentions. And 

Jesus came to show us what real relationship with God really looks like. Jesus reminded 

his followers in word and deed that God the Father wants relationship.  

 

Jesus related to God in the term of Abba which in Aramaic is the word most closely 

translated to Daddy and signifies the kind of relationship that God desires with us. It is a 

relational term and signifies a close intimate relationship with father and childlike trust, 

which is complete and whole. It is the kind of relationship where we know God has 

adopted us as sons and daughters. God has not only accepted us as we are, but he has 

forgiven us of our own past and now welcomes us to be his children, in his family, 

looking more and more like him every day. And because of this, we can believe this to be 

true:  

 

 

Galatians 4:6 “Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 

calling out, ‘Abba, Father!’” 

 

I hope you understand the depth of this. Because of Jesus, we can also call out to the 

Everlasting Father and call him Daddy. We can take pleasure in him and he will take 

pleasure in us. And the relationship is wonderful.  

 

Scripture also tells us John 14:23 “Jesus answered, “If anyone loves me he will keep my 

word. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.” 

 

Our second message note is: 2) God is an everlasting Father who is always with you. 

  

Jesus reminded his followers that God is always with them. God had never left them. And 

God will never leave them. Jesus reminds us still today that if we love him and want him 

in our lives, we will keep his commands. If we keep his commands, that means we are 

welcoming him into the room of our heart and when we do, God will make his home in 

us through the Spirit.  

 

And the dwelling together is an eternal promise. Remember that Jesus said, John 14:2 

“My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am 

going there to prepare a place for you?” And right after this Jesus reassured his 

followers that he is the way to the Father. Jesus was saying that not only has God been 

with us and not only will God be welcoming us to be with him in eternity but God is with 

us every step of the way in between.  

 



Because of Jesus’ relationship with God, and because Jesus is God incarnate, he is a good 

example of the relationship that God is with us through thick and thin, in the good times 

and the bad times. Even when Jesus was hanging on the cross, he called out to his daddy! 

 

Mark 14:36 “Abba, Father,” he said, “everything is possible for you. Take this cup from 

me. Yet not what I will, but what you will.” 

 

The point here is that God will never leave us, not in our suffering, not in our 

questioning, not in our sinful state, not when everything is going wrong nor when 

everything is going right. Jesus is our example that even when he was facing the cross, 

the most horrible of suffering for an innocent man, he called out to his daddy and knew 

that God the Father was close enough to hear him and was truly with him. And Jesus 

loved the father so much and us so much (by the way) that the plan had to go through so 

that we could all know, God is the everlasting Father who is always with us. He will 

never leave us or forsake us.  

 

There is a little bit more. Romans 8:31-32 “What, then, shall we say in response to these 

things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but 

gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all 

things?” 

  

Our third message note is this: 3) God is an everlasting Father who is always for you. 

God is for us! Who really can be against us? He has lavished us with unconditional love, 

God has promised to never leave us and has fulfilled that promise to date so that we 

shouldn’t doubt and God will always be for us. God wants the best for us. God wants the 

relationship with us. For God this is personal. And because of this we have nothing to 

fear. All we can do in response to this wonderful Everlasting Father is to throw ourselves 

into his arms, trusting that he will catch us.  

And one more time when we are reminded that he wants to be close to us: Romans 8:15 

“The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, 

the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, 

‘Abba, Father.’” 

John Wesley put it this way in the Character of a Methodist: “Methodists acknowledge 

God as their Father. Why? Because Methodists have received from Jesus Christ the 

power to become glad and grateful children of the Father.” 

We do not have to fear the past with our God. We do not have to fear that he will ever 

leave us. We do not have to fear whether or not he loves us. The title of Everlasting 

Father means complete love for us and no more fear about our relationship with Him. He 

is our Abba Father, he is our Everlasting Father. And that is the best relationship to have. 

Amen. 


