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Philippians 1:12-30 12 Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has happened to 

me has actually served to advance the gospel. 13 As a result, it has become clear throughout the 

whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. 14 And because of my 

chains, most of the brothers and sisters have become confident in the Lord and dare all the more 

to proclaim the gospel without fear. 15 It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, 

but others out of goodwill. 16 The latter do so out of love, knowing that I am put here for the 

defense of the gospel. 17 The former preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, 

supposing that they can stir up trouble for me while I am in chains. 18 But what does it matter? 

The important thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached. 

And because of this I rejoice. Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, 19 for I know that through your 

prayers and God’s provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ what has happened to me will turn out 

for my deliverance. 20 I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have 

sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by 

death. 21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 If I am to go on living in the body, this 

will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! 23 I am torn between the 

two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; 24 but it is more necessary for 

you that I remain in the body. 25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue 

with all of you for your progress and joy in the faith, 26 so that through my being with you again 

your boasting in Christ Jesus will abound on account of me. 27 Whatever happens, conduct 

yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only 

hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in the one Spirit, striving together 

as one for the faith of the gospel 28 without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you. 

This is a sign to them that they will be destroyed, but that you will be saved—and that by God. 

29 For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe in him, but also to suffer 

for him, 30 since you are going through the same struggle you saw I had, and now hear that I still 

have. 

 

We are in week two of “Happy You Year” and we will continue to go through Paul’s letter to the 

Philippians. When Paul wrote to the church in Philippi, he was in a Roman prison. Paul’s 

encouraging and faith-building words, written while under harsh and unpredictable 

circumstances still bring even 21st century Christians comfort. You see if Paul was able to keep 



confident assurance that God was with him through it all, then will Jesus be any less with us 

through all that we face today? 

But sometimes we get anxious anyway don’t we? Sometimes, the stress of living in this world 

begs for our attention and crowds out our assurance in Christ that should give us comfort. So as I 

was reading the scripture text all this week, I realized that Paul had this undeniable sense of 

assurance. He didn’t use the word assurance in this text, but he wrote in a very confident manner. 

In fact, assurance is a “positive declaration intended to give confidence” and if that is so, then I 

believe that is what the whole letter of Philippians is really about. It is a positive declaration 

giving confidence to the people who read it. In the Christian sense when we look up assurance in 

the Bible dictionary there is a lot of meaning for you see assurance is an “unwavering confidence 

of an intelligent faith” and with the way it is going in culture today, I think it is important for us 

to have an “intelligent faith” don’t you? 

So let’s look at the assurances we can find in the text today and see how that applies to our lives 

and how it might help us to build an “intelligent faith.” 

Philippians 1:12-14 12 Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has happened to 

me has actually served to advance the gospel. 13 As a result, it has become clear throughout the 

whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. 14 And because of my 

chains, most of the brothers and sisters have become confident in the Lord and dare all the more 

to proclaim the gospel without fear. 

Our first message note is this: 1) I have assurance that God accomplishes eternal purposes in 

spite of my personal problems. 

Paul says here that he wants the people of God to know that there are things that happen in this 

world that we have no control over. However, even then, even if we are trying to do the ministry 

of God, God can and will keep working things to the good. Now don’t misunderstand God’s 

word. Was Paul beaten and put in a Roman prison so that people would hear the gospel and 

come to know Jesus? The answer is NO! Remember Paul was put in prison because he preached 

the gospel. THAT Paul was in prison and because Paul was assured that God would bring 

something good out of it, people heard the gospel. God does not make the bad things happen. 

AND unfortunately bad things can happen to us even when we are doing everything right. But 

that doesn’t mean that God is not at work. Just the opposite. God is always working something 

good out in spite of what we are going through. But those that have this assurance, this 

unwavering confidence and an intelligent faith will choose to see the good that God is doing and 

that my friends, can bring pure happiness, pure joy. When we see that the gospel is being spread 

even in our chains, we should find joy. But that is only one assurance that can bring happiness 

and a happy you year. Let’s look at the scriptures again.  

Philippians 1:15-18 15 It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out 

of goodwill. 16 The latter do so out of love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the 

gospel. 17 The former preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can 

stir up trouble for me while I am in chains. 18 But what does it matter? The important thing is 



that in every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached. And because of this I 

rejoice. Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, 

Our second message note is this: 2) I have assurance that my happiness does not depend on 

the approval of others. 

Paul didn’t mince words here. He said that some people just preach the gospel because they want 

the attention, but some do it out of goodwill. Some people want to stir up trouble for Paul and 

diminish his ministry because of what had happened to him. But Paul said, you know what, I’m 

going to take the high road and just rejoice that the Good News is preached. Only God can judge 

the motives, but we rejoice in the ministry going on. 

We have the same mission today. Everything we do, in the church or outside the church should 

reflect our relationship with Jesus Christ. But, how often have you tried to do the right thing and 

someone questioned your motives? How many times have you tried to motivate people only to 

have your words twisted to mean something completely different? How many times have you 

just finished the job you were given to do with no thanks but you did your very best anyway and 

how often do you do your job anyway and just get taken for granted? Paul says, we as the 

servants of Jesus Christ should do the right things and just rejoice because the opinion of others 

doesn’t matter in the long run. 

I read this poem once that speaks to just doing the good thing no matter what. 

DO GOOD ANYWAY 

People are often unreasonable, illogical and self-centered; 

Forgive them anyway. 

If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives; 

Be kind anyway. 

If you are successful, you will win some false friends and some true enemies; 

Succeed anyway. 

If you are honest and frank, people may cheat you; 

Be honest and frank anyway. 

What you spend years building, someone could destroy overnight; 

Build anyway. 

If you find serenity and happiness, they may be jealous; 

Be happy anyway. 

The good you do today, people will often forget tomorrow; 

Do good anyway. 

Give the world the best you have, and it may never be enough; 

Give the world the best you've got anyway. 



You see, in the final analysis, it is between you and your God; 

It was never between you and them anyway. 

It’s not the analysis of others that matters in the long run. Only God’s analysis matters and we 

can be assured that God knows the state of our hearts and minds. And we should find great 

happiness in that. Let’s return to the scriptures:  

Philippians 1:19-21 19 for I know that through your prayers and God’s provision of the Spirit of 

Jesus Christ what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance. 20 I eagerly expect and 

hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always 

Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me, to live is Christ and 

to die is gain… 

Our third message note is this: 3) I have assurance that I can trust God with all my concerns. 

Paul had the assurance that the people were praying for him and hoping for the best for him. He 

also knew that they had become followers of Christ because he was able to explain God’s word 

to them. And then he realized what I think is a very deep assurance. Paul was convinced that 

nothing really matters except to have Christ in our lives. If he got out of prison alive, he would 

live for Jesus and he would share the Good News that Jesus has come to save us and put us in 

right relationship with God. BUT, if he was not allowed to leave prison alive, then, think about 

it, he would be WITH Christ. So no matter what, Jesus was the end game for Paul. 

And here’s the final assurance for us. When we are living for Christ, no matter what comes our 

way, good days or bad days, good health or bad health, rich or poor, working or not, you name it, 

if we, like Paul see Jesus as the beginning and the end as well as the eternity for us, then we can 

just trust God with it all because in the eternal perspective we have Christ. 

Here’s what Paul went on to say to the Philippians: 

Philippians 1:27-28 27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel 

of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know 

that you stand firm in the one Spirit, striving together as one for the faith of the gospel 28 without 

being frightened in any way by those who oppose you. This is a sign to them that they will be 

destroyed, but that you will be saved—and that by God. 

You see our salvation is not dependent on our present circumstances. Our salvation is not 

dependent on what others say about us. Our salvation is not even dependent on anything but our 

trust in Jesus Christ who died for us so that we can be saved. Paul said stand firm in the Spirit 

and that is my message for you today. Paul was convinced that when we belong to Christ, we can 

live happy lives in spite of the world and the people around us. Today, let’s remember that we 

can have true joy in this world because we are assured of one main thing, our relationship with 

Jesus covers everything. And that is how we can truly have a Happy You Year! Amen.  


