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1 Timothy 6:10, 17-19 
10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have 

wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 
17 Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in 

wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with 

everything for our enjoyment. 18 Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be 

generous and willing to share. 19 In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm 

foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life. 

 

We are continuing in our stewardship series called “God First.” When it comes to anything we 

have in life, not just our financial resources, but our time resources, our talents and our very 

lives, as those who are called the children of God, we should put God first. But often we have the 

hardest time putting God first with our finances. We know we all work hard for what we have 

and we need money to buy the things we need for survival and to keep up our homes. But we 

often forget that God sees things differently than we do.  

 

That reminds me of a rich business man who was near death. He had worked hard all his life and 

wanted to take some of his riches to heaven with him. So after begging God for a while, God 

finally gave in and said, “Ok, you can bring one suitcase full of earthly riches with you when you 

come.”  

 

So the man worked hard all night, finding the biggest suitcase he could and he filled it to 

capacity with his gold bars he had been saving for many years. The time came and he passed on. 

As he left the earth, he lugged the suitcase with him to the heavenly gates. Upon arriving at the 

gates Peter met him there. Peter welcomed the man but said, “I’m sorry but you can’t bring 

earthly goods with you.” The man quickly replied that God Himself had given permission. Peter 

searched through his notes and found that the man indeed had permission to bring one suitcase.  

 

So with that, Peter said, “Well, ok. You can bring that in, but before you do, I have to see what is 

in that suitcase.” So the man proudly opened his suitcase to reveal the gold bars. As he looked in 

the suitcase, Peter was quite perplexed and said, “Pavement? You brought pavement?”  

 

Once again, even if in a silly story, we are reminded that God has a different perspective than we 

do about everything. When God asks something of us, we have to remember that God is not 

asking what He can get from us, God is asking of us because He wants to do something for us. 

 

In fact this is what our mainline is trying to convey today:  

Mainline: Money is the root of all kinds of evil, but it has the potential to do all kinds of 

good when we remember that’s what God wants for us, and not from us. 

 



God wants us to do all kinds of good through us and God is building in us trust and obedience. 

You see if God is asking us to do or to give, it is not just to see what God can get from us, 

because God doesn’t really need anything. But God is building something in us, God wants for 

us a deeper relationship. So what all does God use money for and how does that bring us into a 

deeper relationship? Let’s look back at the scripture and learn how God uses money. 

 

1 Timothy 6:17 Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put 

their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us 

with everything for our enjoyment. 

 

Our first message note is this: 1) God uses money to teach me to trust God. 

  

Again, God has given us everything we have and God made everything on this earth for our 

provision and for us to enjoy life. God is also teaching us to trust that he sees the bigger picture 

for our lives. Need I remind us of the garden? God gave everything in the garden to the man and 

the woman and said eat, enjoy and take care of it. There was only one rule and that was to not eat 

from one tree. Humans should have trusted God then and we should trust God now. When God 

asks of us, God just wants us to trust.  

 

Here’s a good illustration that I remember hearing a long time ago. There was once a man who 

took his son to McDonalds after school. He bought his son an order of fries and they went to sit 

down. Once in their seats the father reached over to get a fry to eat. But as he put his hand on the 

fry, his son slapped his hand and said, “Those are my fries, you can’t have any.” The father was 

stunned at the selfishness of his son. He thought to himself, “I provided those fries for my son 

and he is my son.” At that moment, he had a deeper insight. He realized that this must be how 

God feels to have provided everything for us and then when we don’t give back in tithes and 

generosity toward those in need. It must be like slapping the hand of God and saying, “it’s all 

mine and you can’t have anything of mine.” 

 

God only asks for a portion back. A literal tithe is 10%. That is not much when we realize that 

God has provided life for us. God is teaching us to trust him by trusting him with financial 

resources in our lives. Let’s return to our scripture. 

 

1 Timothy 6:18 Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and 

willing to share.  

 

Our second message note is: 2) God uses money to show that I can be trusted. 

 

How we steward the resources God has given us, offers us an opportunity to know that we can be 

trusted. There is another good story that illustrates this point. Tony Campolo is a famous pastor, 

author, speaker and he tells a story of a time when he was asked to address a women’s 

conference. He was on the stage and the president of the women’s group went up to introduce 

their speaker but she had an announcement to share first. She opened a letter from a missionary 

they had supported and read to the group of the emergency that was facing the missionary. He 

would need $4000 quickly to deal with matters. So the president called Tony to the microphone 

and said, “Mr. Campolo will you please pray for us. We need to help this man.” To which Tony 



Campolo said, “I will not pray for you.” The audience was stunned. Tony followed it up by 

saying, “I believe that there is $4000 in this room right now and we don’t need to pray for God to 

give us what we already have.” He then asked everyone in the room to give the cash they had in 

their wallets and to show he was serious, he opened his wallet and gave what he had in front of 

the crowd. After a few minutes of stunned disbelief, the plates were passed and everyone in the 

room followed suit. They all gave their cash that they had with them. And at the end of the 

offering, over $4000 was raised for the missionary right then and there. Campolo said, “here’s 

the lesson: God always supplies for our needs and those of the missionary too. The problem is 

that we try to hold onto the provisions for ourselves when we are supposed to share with those 

who have larger needs.”  

 

Scripture puts it this way: Luke 16:10-11 Whoever is faithful in very little is also faithful in 

much, and whoever is unrighteous in very little is also unrighteous in much.  11  So if you have 

not been faithful with worldly wealth, who will trust you with what is genuine? 

 

Again, God is showing through our wealth that we can be trusted with his gifts that He has given 

us. When we are willing to participate in offering to relieve the needs of others, to participate in 

the kingdom of God, we can be trusted.  

 

 

Scripture tells us in Matthew 7:11 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 

children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good things to those who ask him. 

 

Our third message note is: 3) God uses money to reveal to me God’s nature. 

 

God is so creative in providing for us. When we are willing to trust God with what we have, God 

will reveal more and more to us. I have been there and seen God provide in ways that I would 

have never dreamed. When I became a Christian and joined the church, I was challenged to tithe. 

And I did as a young teenager and tithed on what I earned from baby-sitting. And I have tithed 

ever since.  

 

It’s not that tithing, giving to God has made me rich but I can tell you, God has provided for my 

needs and the needs of my family. When my husband and were younger, we had a very tight 

budget, but we always tithed. One day, he came for lunch and I had to tell him that all we had to 

eat until pay day was cereal. It wasn’t even enough cereal and milk to feed us and our children. 

No kidding, about ten minutes into the conversation the phone rang and it was the local Gideon’s 

call to remind us that he and our whole family was invited to dinner that night. Then a check 

came in the mail for us to buy enough food to make it through to payday.  

 

We have had insurance refund checks come out of the blue when we were in need. We have met 

the most generous and loving people along the way. All this to say, that God has more than one 

way of providing for our needs. And in the meantime God has shown me that no one on earth 

loves us as much as God, no one on earth has as much compassion for us as God, no one on earth 

can provide for us like God. When we take our eyes off of our own means and desires and see 

God’s provisions and desires for us, we learn a lot about the great great love of God for us. You 



see, as James 1:17 says,  “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the 

Father of lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.” 

 

God will never say that he doesn’t want to give to us this month because he provided last month. 

God will never say that he has given us enough so that is the end. God gives us all the good gifts 

we have and is teaching us to trust him and showing us his nature as we go along. Scripture tells 

us: 

 

2 Corinthians 9:11-13 11  You will be enriched in every way for all generosity, which produces 

thanksgiving to God through us.  12  For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the 

needs of the saints but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.  13  Because of 

the proof provided by this ministry, they will glorify God for your obedient confession of the 

gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone. 

 

Our fourth message note is: 4) God uses money to bless me in order to bless others. 

 

 

This is what God has called his people to from the very beginning. God has blessed us so that we 

in turn can bless others and bring them closer to God. This helps us to fill the earth with God’s 

light, with God’s goodness. Then we all reflect God throughout the world. When we recognize 

all that God has done for us and are willing to trust God to be generous to share what we have, 

we are living the blessed life. 

 

Remember that Jesus said in Matthew 6:33, “seek first the kingdom of God and all these things 

will be added to you.” When we are willing to put God first in all things we have the best of all 

things in life. Everything else is just pavement until we put God first. Amen. 


