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2 Chronicles 31:2-10 
2 Hezekiah reestablished the divisions of the priests and Levites for the burnt offerings and 

fellowship offerings, for ministry, for giving thanks, and for praise in the gates of the camp of 

the Lord, each division corresponding to his service among the priests and Levites. 3 The king 

contributed from his own possessions for the regular morning and evening burnt offerings, the 

burnt offerings of the Sabbaths, of the New Moons, and of the appointed feasts, as written in the 

law of the Lord. 4 He told the people who lived in Jerusalem to give a contribution for the priests 

and Levites so that they could devote their energy to the law of the Lord. 5 When the word 

spread, the Israelites gave liberally of the best of the grain, new wine, fresh oil, honey, and of all 

the produce of the field, and they brought in an abundance, a tenth of everything. 6 As for the 

Israelites and Judahites who lived in the cities of Judah, they also brought a tenth of the herds 

and flocks, and a tenth of the dedicated things that were consecrated to the Lord their God. They 

gathered them into large piles. 7 In the third month they began building up the piles, and they 

finished in the seventh month. 8 When Hezekiah and his officials came and viewed the piles, they 

blessed the Lord and his people Israel. 9 Hezekiah asked the priests and Levites about the 

piles. 10 The chief priest Azariah, of the household of Zadok, answered him, “Since they began 

bringing the offering to the Lord’s temple, we eat and are satisfied and there is plenty left over 

because the Lord has blessed his people; this abundance is what is left over.” 

  

Today we are beginning a new series called, God First. This is our annual stewardship series in 

which we will be talking about stewarding our lives and resources for the sake of the kingdom of 

God through our church. Today I am going to talk about the reasons I tithe. But to get us started I 

have a question. Have you ever heard that phrase, “pay it forward?”  

 

Pay it forward is an expression that is used when one person does something generous for 

another person and expects nothing in return except when they are able to do something similar 

for someone else down the road. Has anyone here ever been in the drive through line at a Chic-

Fil-A and got in a line of people paying for the car behind them. I saw a story of a Chic-Fil-A in 

Georgia when a woman at the beginning of the day started a pay it forward and over 200 cars 

kept the chain going. Everyone that days seems to have had a pay it forward attitude. 

 

My mother had a pay it forward attitude too which rubbed off on me. There were many times in 

my young life, when we didn’t have enough resources to get by on. Help came from many 

different places. And later in life, my mother decided that when she could she would pay it 

forward. Knowing that we could never repay those people who had helped us along the way, we 

have tried to be prepared to help those in need remembering there was a time when we were the 

ones in need. That brings me to our mainline.  

 

Mainline: A small act can have a great impact.  

 



We never know in life how any small act of generosity can impact people for the rest of their 

lives. This is part of why I tithe to my church. You see, tithing has a way of blessing people we 

often don’t even see or know. It also impacts the people here in ways that we may never really 

know this side of heaven. When we give to the church, together the church is blessed in ways 

that can only be paid back by paying it forward in continuing ministry from this church.  

 

So what are some other reasons I tithe? Let’s look at the scriptures and I will explain.  

2 Chronicles 31:2-3 2 Hezekiah reestablished the divisions of the priests and Levites for the burnt 

offerings and fellowship offerings, for ministry, for giving thanks, and for praise in the gates of 

the camp of the Lord, each division corresponding to his service among the priests and 

Levites. 3 The king contributed from his own possessions for the regular morning and evening 

burnt offerings, the burnt offerings of the Sabbaths, of the New Moons, and of the appointed 

feasts, as written in the law of the Lord.  

 

1) I tithe because it is taught in the Bible. 

 

Hezekiah followed a very evil king, King Ahaz. Ahaz was so evil, some of the things he did are 

unspeakable, but among his many evil deeds were that he was unfaithful to God and he shut the 

doors of the temple and set up altars to false gods on the street corners. But Hezekiah was only 

25 when he became king and knew this was wrong and started to give his tithe again, and asked 

all the people of the nation to begin to bring their offerings back. When they did this, they began 

to worship in fullness and in unity. Hezekiah knew that the tithe was taught to their people early 

on. Let’s look back.  

 

Genesis 14:18-20 18 Melchizedek, king of Salem, brought out bread and wine; he was a priest to 

God Most High. 19 He blessed him and said: Abram is blessed by God Most High, Creator of 

heaven and earth, 20 and blessed be God Most High who has handed over your enemies to you. 

And Abram gave him a tenth of everything. 

  

So you see, Abraham, realized that God was doing great things in his life and he gave a tenth of 

everything he had to the priest. Even before regular tithing was a part of the lives of the Israelite 

people, the people who belonged to God wanted to give and give back to God generously. 

Remember Cain and Abel? They both gave, but Abel gave of the firstborn of his flock, Cain only 

gave some of the fruits he had gathered. It was because Abel wanted to give of the first, of the 

best of what he had to God that the Lord was pleased. Cain probably gave of his leftovers and 

was not blessed. God wants to be first and deserves to be. After all God is the one who has 

provided well for us.  

 

There are other scriptures that teach us about the tithe. Jacob was running away from home to 

spare his life. He had a dream along the way and saw the heavens open up and a stairway reach 

from heaven to earth. He knew that God was with him in so he made a vow with God: 

Genesis 28:20-22 
20 Then Jacob made a vow: “If God will be with me and watch over me during this journey I’m 

making, if he provides me with food to eat and clothing to wear, 21 and if I return safely to my 

father’s family, then the Lord will be my God. 22 This stone that I have set up as a marker will be 

God’s house, and I will give to you a tenth of all that you give me.” 



  

 At that time Jacob had nothing and he had to flee his home. He was not married and had not yet 

inherited his father’s possessions. When he saw heaven up and knew that God was taking care of 

him he realized that he needed to thank God and be obedient to God’s call. He would indeed give 

back to God the 10% that is right and good. And later on Jacob did. 

 

Leviticus 27:30 tells us: 
30 “Every tenth of the land’s produce, grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to 

the Lord; it is holy to the Lord. 

  

God said the first tenth of all that we have, earn, make, collect, is really His. Truly 100% of what 

we have is God’s, but God only wants a tenth back out of obedience and trust in what God is 

doing in our lives.  

 

Let’s continue on: 

2 Chronicles 31:4-5 4 He told the people who lived in Jerusalem to give a contribution for the 

priests and Levites so that they could devote their energy to the law of the Lord. 5 When the word 

spread, the Israelites gave liberally of the best of the grain, new wine, fresh oil, honey, and of all 

the produce of the field, and they brought in an abundance, a tenth of everything.  

 

2) I tithe because I want to be a part of what God is doing through our church. 

 

I was taught from early on that giving was not only what God taught in the Bible, but when I 

tithed, no matter how much or little, I was joining with God’s people at our church to do great 

things through our church. So even though I was only a young teenager when I first started 

tithing, I believed then as I do now that it makes a difference when I let that money go from my 

hands into that offering plate.  

 

When I trust that it is going to God’s service I can leave all other control I want over it behind. 

The early church had the mindset of continuing their tithes and offerings to spread the work of 

the Lord. Paul wrote this to the church in Corinth: 

 

1 Corinthians 16: 1-3 Now about the collection for the Lord’s people: Do what I told the 

Galatian churches to do. 2 On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum 

of money in keeping with your income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have 

to be made. 3 Then, when I arrive, I will give letters of introduction to the men you approve and 

send them with your gift to Jerusalem.  

 

Paul received the offering from the churches and was able to take it to do God’s mission 

throughout the Church where ever he went. He said to collect the offering every Sunday so that 

we give regularly to the ministry, so that the churches don’t have to worry about funding the 

mission work they need to do to spread God’s Word.  

 

Let’s get back to the scripture: 2 Chronicles 31: 6-7 6 As for the Israelites and Judahites who 

lived in the cities of Judah, they also brought a tenth of the herds and flocks, and a tenth of the 

dedicated things that were consecrated to the Lord their God. They gathered them into large 



piles. 7 In the third month they began building up the piles, and they finished in the seventh 

month.  

 

3) I tithe because it keeps my heart condition in check. 

 

Being willing to tithe to God, tells a lot about what we believe about our relationship with God, 

with the church, with the ministry that God wants to do through this church. Let me show us 

another scripture: 

 

Matthew 6:19-21 
19 “Don’t store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 

thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 

nor rust destroys, and where thieves don’t break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there 

your heart will be also. 

 

We can find out real quickly what is important to various people when we find out what they 

spend their money on. What is the first check written after the payday check is deposited? My 

husband and I have had this habit our whole marriage. When a paycheck is deposited, the first 

check written after the deposit line is the tithe check. We figure if we died and our kids look or 

anyone else for that matter, they’ll see what was of the first importance. Our hearts whether we 

have had little income or been comfortable, when we have had great obstacles even, we have 

always tithed first. In fact there are times when it has been the roughest that we gave up some 

things but never stopped giving to the Lord because we knew it was God getting us through 

those times.  

 

Hezekiah and his people had another realization. Let’s look back at the scripture: 

 

2 Chronicles 31:8-10 8 When Hezekiah and his officials came and viewed the piles, they blessed 

the Lord and his people Israel. 9 Hezekiah asked the priests and Levites about the piles. 10 The 

chief priest Azariah, of the household of Zadok, answered him, “Since they began bringing the 

offering to the Lord’s temple, we eat and are satisfied and there is plenty left over because 

the Lord has blessed his people; this abundance is what is left over.” 

 

4) I tithe because I believe it is part of living the blessed life. 

 

Notice how they knew that the abundance was the blessing of the Lord. Let’s connect that to 

what we had learned from our last series. To be blessed, really means to be happy from a deep 

down connection with God. The blessing wasn’t so much the abundance that the people had 

given, but that they were so filled with joy, with real happiness to connect to what God was 

doing, that they gave without hesitation and God multiplied the offerings so that their 

relationship could grow. The people kept giving knowing that their acts of love and sacrifice 

were having a great impact. Their heart condition was full of joy and God’s mission was fully 

provided for. All blessings we have come from God. God doesn’t ask for much in return, but we 

should remember that because of what God has done for us, we should always want to put God 

First. Amen. 

 



 


