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Isaiah 9:6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 

We are beginning a new series today called, “Prepare Him Room.” During this season of Advent we 

will be unpacking what it means to call Jesus, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father 

and Prince of Peace. We’ll be looking at what the incarnation means to us today. You might have 

guessed this but today we are beginning with, “Wonderful Counselor.” 

 

Now, I don’t know about you, but I am directionally challenged. Really, unless I know an area really 

well, I have trouble figuring out directions. But I can read maps pretty well and I love the way phones 

now have maps on them. But in the early days of technology they had a device called a GPS. This 

stands for Global Positioning System. Supposedly this device could find you in your car and then give 

you directions to where you wanted to go. One particular time while I was in seminary, I had to take 

one of my classes in Orlando. We were looking for a laundry mat near the seminary and we asked the 

GPS to guide us to one. Well the GPS hadn’t updated the maps and we didn’t know it. We followed 

the directions to a tee. And when it said destination is on your right, all that was there was an empty 

warehouse. We felt lost, and very disappointed as we weren’t sure where to go from there. 

 

Have you ever had something like that happen? These maps on the GPS are supposed to be fool proof. 

But when they fail to locate our destination accurately they are very frustrating, confusing and bring a 

sense of hopelessness. 

 

But, sometimes in life, we have trouble getting to our destination. Obstacles get in the way, we take 

bad advice, we look for help in the wrong places or we ignore the next steps we should take. And when 

we do these things we feel lost. At these times, we don’t need a global positioning system, we need 

God’s positioning system. That’s when we need a Wonderful Counselor. Let me explain.  

 

It always helps when we understand the language. In Hebrew, “wonderful” means, “something 

uncommon or out of the ordinary.” “Counselor” means “one who comes alongside to provide guidance 

to reach a goal or destination.” So if we were to put them together to understand what our Wonderful 

Counselor is, it would come out meaning this: “the best possible one who will get us where we want to 

go, but cannot get there on our own.”  

 

Jesus is our Wonderful Counselor who guides us like a GPS. In fact he is our God’s Positioning 

System because getting to our glorious destiny that God has designed us for is something that we 

won’t get to on our own. Life brings us so many challenges that we are best to be like the Psalmist and 

say: 

 

Psalm 73:24 You guide me with your counsel, leading me to a glorious destiny. 

 

That brings me to our mainline for today: Mainline: Jesus is a wonderful counselor who gives the 

direction that enables us to reach our destiny. 

 



 

In order for Jesus to come into our lives as the Wonderful Counselor or the Wonderful GPS we might 

have to activate the system. There are some things we need to do. So let’s look into the scripture and 

see what we can learn about activating the Wonderful GPS that God has given us. 

 

Romans 11:33-36 33 Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How 

unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! 34 “Who has known the mind of the 

Lord? Or who has been his counselor?” 35 “Who has ever given to God, that God should repay them?” 
36 For from him and through him and for him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen. 

 

Our first message note is: 1) Connect to the guidance system. 

 

Like using any directional system, we have to first connect to it. Whether our phone or a GPS, or from 

the computer, we have to connect first. Scripture is telling us that when we connect to Jesus we are 

connecting to the depth and riches of his wisdom and knowledge. God doesn’t need counsel because 

he has all knowledge and created everything. When we connect to God’s positioning system we are 

connecting to the one who created us, made us for relationship and made us with a purpose that will 

bring us satisfaction and bring glory to God. But why is it that we can trust Jesus to guide us through? 

 

Hebrews gives us more information about Jesus and why we can trust him as our Wonderful 

Counselor: Hebrews 4:14-16 14 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the 

heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest who 

is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we 

are, yet without sin. 16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may 

receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 

Jesus has lived in the same kind of flesh that we do. Jesus has experienced the same kind of 

weaknesses that we have. The only difference is that he never sinned making him the perfect one to 

give us the direction, the counsel and the one to guide us through this world. We can trust him, but we 

have to begin by connecting. 

 

Once we are connected there are still a few steps to getting to our destination. Let’s look at God’s 

Word again.  

 

Ephesians 4:20-24 20 That, however, is not the way of life you learned 21 when you heard about Christ 

and were taught in him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus. 22 You were taught, with regard to 

your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; 23 to 

be made new in the attitude of your minds; 24 and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true 

righteousness and holiness. 

 

Our second message note is this: 2) Enter the destination. 

 

Once we turn the system on, we have to put in the destination. Scripture tells us that our destination is 

to go in the direction that puts on our new self and makes us to be more like God in true holiness and 

righteousness. We get a new attitude in life and we set our minds on the things of God. We are setting 

a course for the eternal destiny that God has promised us. But how do we remain on course? We get 

another clue here:  

 



John 8:31-32 31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are 

truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 

 

We remain on course, going toward our destination by abiding in Jesus. We abide in him by reading 

his word, coming together to worship, exploring the truths of God. God has a destiny for us far better 

than we could think or imagine. But we have to live in his truth and follow it. Then we are set free 

from the pull that the world has on us and remain focused on the destination of living for Jesus.  

 

What do we do next? Let’s look at the scriptures.  John 10:27-28 27 My sheep listen to my voice; I 

know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will 

snatch them out of my hand. 

 

Our third message note is this: 3) Listen to the counsel.  

 

Jesus said that his followers know his voice. And if that seems strange, here’s what that means. His 

followers will be sensitive to read his word, to get Godly counsel and encouragement in following 

God’s word, and we will seek what God has called us to do. When we listen to the directions that the 

Holy Spirit of God has given us and speaks in our hearts, we will not have to fear ending up in the 

wrong destiny, we won’t have to fear getting the wrong directions.  

 

In fact, not only should his followers know his voice but we will do well to heed the command from 

God: Mark 9:7 Then a cloud appeared and covered them, and a voice came from the cloud: “This is 

my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!” 

 

God says, “Listen to Jesus” and we would do well to pay attention to what he says to us through his 

word and through other people still today. It’s not just about connecting to the Wonderful Counselor, 

but we have to listen to him and then as we’ll see now, we have to do what he says. 

Matthew 7:24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like 

a wise man who built his house on the rock.” 

Our final message note is: 4) Follow the plan. 

 

We have to follow the plan. We can listen to what the Spirit tell us to do, but until we put our feet on 

the pedal and push it to go, we are not doing anything. We have to put the words of God into action. 

We can reach our God given destiny with the help of the Wonderful Counselor. He is calling out to us 

constantly. He is calling us to follow him and when we do, he will lead us on the way that leads to 

eternal life. And by the way, when we are following the plan, we’ll get abundant life in the meantime. 

But we can’t do it on our own.  

 

As it is said in John 6:63, “The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken 

to you—they are full of the Spirit and life.” 

 

As our Wonderful Counselor, Jesus is the very best one to lead us through this life on earth, to eternal 

life. When we continue to try to do it all our own way, giving into all the hurts, frustrations and 

temptations in this life, we’ll miss out in the end. We’ll miss out on the eternal relationship with God 

that we were created for. 

 



Remember, we have to connect to our Wonderful GPS, we have to be connected to and follow the 

directions of God’s Positioning System. We have to trust him as our Wonderful Counselor. 

Jesus once described himself as the Bread of life and here’s what he said:  

 

John 6:57-58 57 Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so the one who 

feeds on me will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven. Your ancestors 

ate manna and died, but whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.”  

 

And when we gather at the table of Communion, we invite him into our lives as the Wonderful 

Counselor. Jesus says if we allow him into our lives and feed on his word, if we continue to follow his 

direction for our lives, then we will live forever.  

 

On the night that he was to be crucified, Scripture tells us:  

26 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to 

his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” 27 Then he took a cup, and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 28 This is my blood of the covenant, 

which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.” (Matthew 26:26-29) 

 

That night, Jesus activated the GPS. That night, Jesus revealed himself as the Wonderful Counselor. 

By offering his body to pay for the sins we had committed, he freed us to live for him by following his 

Word to eternal life.  

 

Let us pray: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. Make 

them be for us the body and blood of Christ that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed 

by his blood. By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all 

the world, until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet. Through your Son 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, 

now and forever. And now with the confidence of children of God let us pray: 

THE LORD’S PRAYER:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom 

come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever.  Amen 

 

1 Corinthians 10:16-17 says: 16 Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation 

in the blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ? 
17 Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all share the one loaf.  

The table is set. Remember that Jesus has invited us to come to him as our Wonderful Counselor. In 

the United Methodist Church, we welcome all to the table meaning that you do not have to be a 

member of this church or any church to take of the Lord’s Supper. All who welcome Jesus Christ into 

their lives to guide them to relationship with God may come as the ushers lead.  

 


