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Matthew 5:1-2, 9 Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. 

His disciples came to him, 2 and he began to teach them. He said:  9 Blessed are the 

peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

 

We are continuing in our series, “God Bless You!” where we have been going through the 

Beatitudes in Matthew 5. We’ve learned a lot and remember that Jesus was teaching his 

followers that we are not to view life and our circumstances the way the world does. Rather we 

are to look at life through a different lens, through God’s eyes. That reminds me of a story from 

Philip Yancey about the 2004 Ukraine election. On election night in 2004, the exit polls showed 

that Yushchenko had the lead. He was the outsider who was desired by the people to get their 

country back on the right track. However, through corruption, fraud and who knows what level 

of coercion, the government worked to reverse the results and the journalists were reporting what 

the government wanted. Yancey writes:  

  

That evening the state-run television reported, "Ladies and gentlemen, we announce that the 

challenger Victor Yushchenko has been decisively defeated." However, government authorities 

had not taken into account one feature of Ukrainian television, the translation it provides for the 

hearing-impaired. On the small screen insert in the lower right-hand corner of the television 

screen a brave woman raised by deaf-mute parents gave a different message in sign language. "I 

am addressing all the deaf citizens of Ukraine. Don't believe what they say. They are lying, and I 

am ashamed to translate these lies. Yushchenko is our President!" No one in the studio 

understood her radical sign-language message. 

 

They text-messaged their friends on mobile phones about the fraudulent elections, and soon 

other journalists took courage … and likewise refused to broadcast the party line. Over the next 

few weeks as many as a million people wearing orange flooded the capital city of Kiev to 

demand new elections. The government finally buckled under the pressure, consenting to new 

elections, and this time Yushchenko emerged as the undisputed winner. 

  

Our society is hardly unique … like the sign language translator in the lower right-hand corner 

of the screen, along comes a person named Jesus who says in effect, "Don't believe the big 

screen—they're lying. It's the poor who are blessed, not the rich. Mourners are blessed too, as 

well as those who hunger and thirst, and the persecuted. Those who go through life thinking 

they're on top will end up on the bottom. And those who go through life feeling they're at the very 

bottom will end up on top. After all, what does it profit a person to gain the whole world and lose 

his soul?"--Philip Yancey, What Good Is God?: In Search of a Faith That Matters (Faith Words, 

2010), pp. 184-186.  

 



And that’s the kind of idea that Jesus was trying to get across to his followers. Don’t believe 

what the culture is saying. Don’t believe the horrible reports you hear on the news. God may be 

up to something really great, but we don’t see it yet. We have to learn to see the world through 

the eyes of Jesus.  

 

So, when Jesus said, blessed are the peacemakers, we have to understand that he was talking 

about a peace that only God offers and therefore those of us who have that peace and offer it to 

others are the ones who are considered the children of God. Let’s remember that the Greek word 

for blessed that Jesus used was Makarios which in its truest form means to be happy. So Jesus 

said, “happy are the peacemakers”. Now, you might be thinking about how hard it is to be a 

peacemaker because it always feels like we’re in the middle of something when we are trying to 

bring others to be at peace in certain situations.  

 

But as always, we have to look at what peace means and what Jesus meant by being a 

peacemaker. First we have to understand the Greek word for peace, means wholeness, or literally 

“when all essential parts are joined together”. All that means is that peace has nothing to do with 

everything going right in the world, but has everything to do with us being complete in our 

minds, attitudes, hearts and relationships with God. We can have peace, especially be whole as a 

person even when we are sick, even when the culture around us strays from God, even when our 

country is at war, even when our finances are low. No matter what is going on around us, we can 

be at peace. AND the peacemakers are the ones who “bravely declare God’s terms which makes 

someone whole.” In other words the peacemakers are the ones who will help others to know God 

so that they can be whole or at peace no matter what is going on around them.  So that brings me 

to our mainline for today. 

 

Mainline: The peacemaker is the one who brings God’s gift of peace to those who are not 

whole.  

 

The peacemakers are the ones who bring God’s gifts of peace to those who are not at peace in 

this world. The peacemakers reflect what Jesus came to do when he was here on earth. Jesus 

came here to point the way back to relationship with God the Father and then he made it possible 

for us to be in right relationship with God in fullness. We are told in Ephesians 2:17 He came 

and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. 

 

Jesus came to call those who were far away from God to come near. Those who did not know 

God, those who had fallen away from God, those who had given into the culture of the day and 

thought peace was too hard to grasp. But Jesus also preached peace to those who were near. 

Those who had remained in the land, those who kept going to the Temple even when it was 

difficult, those who kept praying and kept up their faith but were finding hope so hard to hold 

onto. Jesus came to preach peace and when we live in peace and pass our peace onto others we 

are being most like Jesus, God the Son, and that’s why the peacemakers are called children of 

God.  

 

But there has to be an order to this life of peacemaking don’t you think? Let’s get into the 

scriptures and see what we can learn. Romans 5:1-2  Therefore, since we have been justified 

through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,  through whom we have 



gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the 

glory of God. 

 

 

Our first message note is: 1) The peacemaker is one whose heart is confident in their 

relationship with God.  

 

I believe in getting back to the basics and let’s be sure the foundation is sturdy before we move 

on to bigger projects. We can’t be peacemakers if we don’t have the Prince of Peace dwelling 

inside of us. So let’s be sure we are confident in our relationship with God. We know the story of 

what Jesus did on the cross to make us right with God. He reconciled us with God and rescued us 

from death and destruction. His mission on the cross was to bring us peace in our relationship 

with God, reconciliation, and to bring us peace in life, rescue. I don’t want anyone who hears or 

reads my message to ever doubt God’s love for you or to not be confident of salvation. If you 

have repented and believed in Jesus Christ, then you can truly be at peace. It is not about what 

you have done or can do, it is all about what Jesus has already done. To be a peacemaker, we just 

need to be at peace with God through Jesus. Then we go out and we can tell about our hope in 

the glory of God.  

 

Once we are at peace in our relationship with God, Jesus will work on us to transform us into his 

likeness. Let’s look at more of God’s Word. Philippians 4:4-7 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will 

say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be 

anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

Our second message note is: 2) The peacemaker is one whose mind is guarded in the mind of 

Christ.  

 

 

It may be hard to see what God is doing in our world today because things are so bad. But to 

those of us who belong to Christ, who are confident in our relationship with God, we know the 

Lord is truly near. How do we know that? Because through the Holy Spirit God lives in us! 

People will see a difference in that kind of living. In fact, we know even when we feel anxious 

thoughts that when we begin to think of God’s goodness and when we pray and take those 

anxious thoughts to God, we gain peace!  

 

When we pray and we ask God to help us to see things the way He sees them, we are allowing 

God to guard our minds and we are allowing the mind of Christ to work in us. Our passage from 

Philippians goes on to tell us how to actually train our minds to whole thinking.  Philippians 

4:8  Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, 

whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or 

praiseworthy—think about such things.  

 

We need to Philippians 4:8 our thoughts. Whenever we start thinking on those things on the 

news and we just feel stirred up inside, think on God’s words which are true. Promises like “I 



will never leave you nor forsake you.” Promises like “I have loved you with an everlasting love.” 

Whenever life gets so tough and we just don’t see anything pure or anything admirable, 

remember Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and the life.” Jesus said, “if you have seen me you 

have indeed seen the Father.” “I go to prepare a place for you!” Those are true, noble, right, pure, 

lovely and admirable thoughts to dwell on! We can praise God for His Word and guard our 

minds so that we think on things that are above the fray and the noise of today. 

 

Peacemakers are sure of their relationship with God and they are ones who are training their 

minds to see life’s circumstances through the mind of Christ. But what do peacemakers do to 

change the world? Let’s get back to the scripture.  

 

James 3:17-18 17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, 

considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 18 Peacemakers who 

sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness. 

 

Our third message note is: 3) The peacemaker is one whose actions seek to bring peace in all 

relationships in life. 

 

Peacemakers are the ones who speak peace or wholeness into the lives of others. Peacemakers 

are the ones who are turning away from a fight that will have no winners and instead declare the 

love of God. Peacemakers are the ones who shine the light of Christ where ever they go. And 

peacemakers who go out to sow that peace will reap a harvest of righteousness. They will be 

called children of God because they will be doing the will of God. As our mainline stated today: 

The peacemaker is the one who brings God’s gift of peace to those who are not whole. The 

children of God, show off their Heavenly Father and make him known, they make His gift of 

wholeness known to the world.  

 

Peacemakers use the Word of God to bring comfort. They speak the truth in love. Instead of 

playing the blame and shame game, they show the forgiveness and restoration of Christ. Instead 

of always trying to BE right they find the righteousness of Christ and apply God’s loving 

kindness and patience to all situations. Peacemakers, do as it says in Romans 12:18, “If possible, 

so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.” After all Jesus left us with some promises 

about living in peace in this world.  

 

John 14:27 tells us, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the 

world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” And later on, just before 

his crucifixion, Jesus said as recorded in John 16:33, “I have told you all this so that you may 

have peace in me. Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I 

have overcome the world.” And because Jesus has overcome the world, we can have peace. 

Because we have peace, we can be peacemakers who offer God’s gift of wholeness in all we do! 

Amen.  

 
 


