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Matthew 5:1-2, 10-12, NIV Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a 

mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 2 and he began to teach 

them. He said: 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, 

persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice 

and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they 

persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

This is our final installment of our series God Bless You! We’ve gone through the 

Beatitudes, and we have learned that Jesus was trying to tell his followers to 

rethink what it means to be blessed. Remember the word blessed in Greek means 

happiness. But it means something different than finding happiness in what we 

have or when everything is going our way. It means having a deep down 

satisfaction that we have relationship with God who is calling us to a deeper and 

more meaningful life here on this side of eternity, all the while building our hope 

for eternity with God in the future. 

 

Today we have come to “blessed are those who are persecuted because of 

righteousness.” This seems to be the toughest of all doesn’t it? Persecution is not 

something we want to bring on ourselves. I mean if we go back to the blessed are 

the merciful for they will obtain mercy, well that seems to be a natural thing that 

Christians should offer and a natural way of life for a disciple of Jesus. But how is 

it that we can count it a blessing when we are persecuted? The focus of the 

blessing is not on the forms of persecution we face but on what we gain in the end. 

Which brings me to the mainline for today. 

 

Mainline: The commitment to live the blessed life Jesus calls us to can bring 

obstacles and even persecution on earth, but those who live for the kingdom of 

God now will gain it for eternity. 

 

As Henry Ford said, “Obstacles are those frightful things you see when you take 

your eyes off the goal.”  

 



For you see, no one wants to go through the hurt of those who reject us because of 

our beliefs. Here in America we are so far away from what millions of Christians 

have faced in the middle east and in Africa for their beliefs and yet, Jesus reminds 

us that they are already blessed because they have lived and many have died for 

something different than what most of us live for. So let’s get back to the scripture 

and see if we can try to grasp the fullness of living a life that gains the kingdom of 

heaven. Jesus said, Matthew 5: 10 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because 

of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 

Our first message note is: 1. Living in righteousness now may be difficult to get 

used to, but the reward is out of this world! 

 

Notice that Jesus said blessed are those who are persecuted because of 

righteousness. The reason there is persecution is because there are those who do 

not want to see others have a relationship with God. Perhaps, they don’t like the 

changes they see in the one who is beginning to live differently and for different 

priorities. There are those who will literally try to pull you back from living the 

righteous life. And let me be clear, righteousness is not holier than thou living, it is 

a daily living more and more like Jesus, living closer to him and further from the 

temptations and fruitless life. 

 

Living into righteousness is kind of like the donkey who fell in the well. There 

once was an old donkey who fell into a well. She cried and cried to get her farmers 

attention. But when he got there, he realized that it would be a hopeless attempt to 

get her out and since the well was dry and needed to be filled in, he would fill in 

the well with dirt, sadly leaving donkey in there to be buried. So he got his shovel 

and got to work. When he threw the dirt in the well it would land on the donkey 

and make her cry out again. But after several shovels full, she didn’t cry anymore. 

The farmer decided to look over the side to see if she had been buried. But to his 

surprise, with each shovel full of dirt that would land on her back, the donkey 

would shake it off and take a step up. So the farmer hurried to shovel more and 

more dirt in there and each time she would shake it off and take a step up. Before 

he knew it the farmer watched as the donkey walked right out of the well which 

could have been her demise. The moral of the story is that when life gives you dirt, 

shake it off and take a step up! 

 

The spiritual principle works here too! There are those as there have been in 

history that didn’t like seeing Christians live for something more than the riches 

and shame and what not of this world. So what do they do but throw dirt on us. 

They try to keep us in that well of the old life leading to nowhere but destruction 



and then they pile the dirt on. The lies the world tells us are the like the dirt that 

could weigh us down and keep us in the pit. But we know that each time we shake 

it off and step up, we are growing closer to Jesus who also said, Matthew 10:22b-

25 22 …But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 23 When they persecute 

you in one town, flee to another… 24 A disciple is not above his teacher, or a slave 

above his master. 25 It is enough for a disciple to become like his teacher... If they 

called the head of the house ‘Beelzebul,’ how much more the members of his 

household! 

 

Jesus warned that there would be those who would like to keep Christians, 

disciples of Jesus from speaking good news, going to pray together, encouraging 

one another in a new way of life and you name it. But the rewards are out of this 

world, literally! 

 

Let’s move on for we get a glimpse of the prayers of the saints and the martyrs 

already there with Jesus in this next scripture: Revelation 6:9-10 When he opened 

the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain because 

of the word of God and the testimony they had maintained. 10 They called out in a 

loud voice, “How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge the 

inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?”  

 

Our second message note is this: 2.Maintaining a testimony for the Lord now 

may be a struggle, but the reward is an eternity of peace.  

This is a glimpse in heaven that John of the Revelation was given. What he saw he 

described as those who had been martyred for telling others about their encounters 

with Jesus hiding under the altar in heaven. They were constantly praying for Jesus 

to relieve the earth of those who were persecuting the Christians. But in the 

meantime they are living in safety and peace.  

Peter was one of Jesus’ closest followers. He was severely persecuted and in the 

end he was martyred for his faith. He had this to say: 1 Peter 2:20 But how is it to 

your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But when you 

do what is good and suffer, if you endure it, this brings favor with God. 

Peter said, there is a punishment that we might deserve. Like when we get a 

speeding ticket or when a friend tells us we hurt them because of harsh words. But 

telling the good news of Jesus Christ is the right thing to do even if it brings 

hardship to us. We are keeping the testimony of Jesus alive and that will bring us 

reward, plus it will benefit generations to come. So those who try to stop us from 



sharing the good news and giving hope through Jesus Christ are taking our peace 

away from us now, but we will live in eternity in complete peace because Jesus 

will protect us. 

Jesus went on to say: Matthew 5:12 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your 

reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were 

before you. 

Our third message note is: 3. Finding our happiness in living for Christ alone 

strengthens us for what we face now and prepares us for eternal dwelling in 

the kingdom of God.  

This is part of why we remember those who have passed on today. They lived 

through many trials in life and have gone on to gain the reward. Whether they 

perceived any persecution in their lives or lived in relative peace, they lived their 

lives in anticipation of the kingdom of God and it is now their reality. Today, we 

may not like the idea of facing obstacles that try to pull us away from our faith, lies 

that make us doubt our faith and persecution that makes us afraid or ashamed of 

our faith. That is understandable. But Jesus was telling his followers that living 

through these things will actually produce a harvest of joy. When persecution, 

trials and obstacles come we can know that by finding happiness in Christ alone, 

we will be with those who endure and gain the kingdom. We are being prepared to 

hear, well done good and faithful servant. We are living with the attitude of 2 

Corinthians 4:17-18, “For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us 

eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, 

but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is 

eternal.” And I don’t know about you, but I think that eternal glory is worth 

anything we might face here. And that is what those who have passed on are living 

in now. Amen. 

 


