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Malachi 3:10-12 10 Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food 

in my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not 

open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is 

no more need. 11 I will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it will not destroy the 

fruits of your soil, and your vine in the field shall not fail to bear, says the Lord of 

hosts. 12 Then all nations will call you blessed, for you will be a land of delight, 

says the Lord of hosts. {ESV} 

  

This is our last installment of God First, our stewardship series. Next week we’ll 

begin our Advent series, Prepare Him Room. In a way, I think that this stewardship 

series is helping us to prepare room in not only our hearts but in our lives for the 

savior to come. Because we are learning about putting God first in all things. As 

we learn to put God first, we are preparing our hearts for more of Jesus to come 

into our lives.  

 

Over the last few weeks we have been talking about giving as a way of saying 

thanks to God for providing for us everything that we have. When we remember 

that God has given us everything, it becomes much easier to give back to God. We 

realize that nothing, even the money we have, is not ours to start with. So a grateful 

heart is a generous heart. One who is most grateful for all they have, whether small 

or large is usually the one who is the most generous.  

 

Now we are the ones who have the Good News. Right? I mean the church was 

built on the good news that Jesus Christ came and paid the price for our sins and 

bought us back for eternal living with God if we believe. So the church should be 

filled with the most loving, most generous and most faithful people. But, I have 

found statistics and research to be telling about what American Christians actually 

believe and practice about their faith. Did you know that in the average church, 

only 5% of the people tithe? Remember that a literal tithe is the giving of 10% of 

your income to the church.  

 

The average amount given in the church nowadays is 2.5%. But during the Great 

Depression the average amount given was 3.3%. That’s actually fascinating as 



during the Depression there were probably a lot more people with a zero income 

than we find today.  

 

Interestingly, if all the people who are faithfully committed to their church would 

tithe it would amount to an increase of $165,000,000,000 (billion) each year. The 

church could change the world with $165 billion a year. 

 

Just think: 

– $25 billion could relieve global hunger, starvation and deaths from preventable 

diseases in five years. 

– $12 billion could eliminate illiteracy in five years.  

– $15 billion could solve the world’s water and sanitation issues.  

– $1 billion could fully fund all overseas mission work. 

– $100 – $110 billion would still be left over for additional ministry expansion. 

(report by: Ronald Sider, Rich Christians in an Age of Hunger) 

 

When we think about it, giving is not really a money issue, it is a heart issue. It is 

not because there is not enough financially to give, but our relationships with 

money in American churches has become unhealthy. And this hurts the overall 

mission of the church. When we don’t tithe and give generously think of all the 

ministry opportunity we are missing out on. This is why we want to remember this 

mainline:  

 

Mainline: If I will give faithfully, God will bless abundantly. 

  

It’s really no secret that God will bless us when we are obedient. It’s been his 

promise since the beginning. God provided everything for us right from the 

beginning. God called his people together and asked them to follow him and then 

asked for them to trust him with a level of obedience. Part of that obedience is 

giving a tenth of our income back to God.  

 

God is the one who has given us everything. Sometimes we are willing to take the 

gifts God has given us, and forget to thank the giver. God desires our obedience, 

our trust, our faith. When we give back to God 10% of what we receive, God 

accepts that as ones who trust Him. But let’s look at some scripture and see what 

more we can learn about tithing and giving generously back to God.  

 

Proverbs 3:9-10a 9 Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all 

your produce; 10 then your barns will be filled with plenty… 

 



Our first message note is: 1) The purpose of tithing is to teach the principle of 

putting God first. 

  

It’s like this. Imagine having ten apples in front of you which represent all of your 

finances. These apples represent the money we use to pay bills, buy clothes, pay 

for our homes, buy food, put gas in the car and well, everything that we like to do. 

Out of these ten apples, God only asks for one back. God asks for 10% of what we 

have and has asked us to be faithful in giving this back. AND God asks for us to 

give that one apple back to Him first before we pay our bills, buy our food, go out 

to dinner or on a shopping spree.  

 

But imagine we are not in the habit of giving that apple back to God. So we get the 

basket with ten apples and immediately we go on and pay our bills and starting 

spending our apples. Then we want to go out to a fancy dinner that is a bit beyond 

what our apples can cover. So, what do we do? We take a bite out of the apple that 

belongs to God. Then we want to buy some new clothes that are a bit beyond what 

we should spend. So what do we do? We take another bite out of the apple that 

belongs to God. Then a sudden car bill comes up and we need to call a plumber to 

fix the kitchen sink. So how do we pay for these things? We take more bites out of 

the apple that belongs to God. We look into our basket and all our apples are spent. 

And what is worse, the apple we were supposed to give to God is only a core now. 

We don’t have our best apple to give to God. We haven’t put God first. We let 

everything that we want take precedence over what God asked for.  

 

God promised to bless us if we would only give back to him first. God wants to 

teach us that there are blessings for putting him first and we need to trust. Let’s 

look back at the scripture.  

 

Malachi 3:10 
10 “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. 

Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the 

floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room 

enough to store it.” 

 

Our second message note is this: 2) Tithing builds faith. 

  

God wants our faith to grow. It’s not just a matter of believing in God, but God 

wants real relationship and desires for us to have faith. That way, when God asks 

of us to help partner in building his kingdom here on earth, then we are ready to do 

what God asks.  



The interesting thing in this scripture is that God says, “Test me in this.” God 

actually wants us to give and then test him to see if he will bless us. God usually 

does not want us to test him. God has given us standards and said if we follow, he 

will bless, but if we take him for granted and live however we want to and expect 

blessings, that is when difficult things will come. It is wrong to test God’s love for 

us while completely taking him for granted and living however we want to.  

 

But, God says to go on and test him with our tithes. God says if you give that first 

apple, that first 10%, then you can start looking for the blessings of God to pour 

over on us. God says that we are supposed to bring it all to the storehouse, which is 

the church and trust him in bringing the blessing. But will we? Will we allow our 

faith to be built that way? 

 

Let’s look at it this way: Malachi 3:10a 10 Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, 

that there may be food in my house.  

 

Our third message note is this: 3) Tithing benefits God’s work. 

 

The reason God wants us to tithe is that it benefits the work that he wants to be 

done here on earth. Think of the people that can be fed. Think of the ministry we 

can offer to children. Think of the gatherings we can have that would welcome 

new people and help them to grow closer to us and to God.  

The thing about God is that he chose to use us humans to accomplish his work here 

on earth. God wanted us to spread his image over the face of the earth and to bring 

his peace and joy. God wants us to partner with him in bringing his kingdom to 

earth. But the kingdom won’t come until we are willing to give back to God that 

for which he asks, the tithe.  

Out of ten apples, ten apples that God has given us, God only asks for one back. 

God wants to build our faith and trust in him, so that we can all work together to 

bring God’s kingdom to the people on earth. God is preparing us for good works, 

but we have to make a decision. Are we willing to trust God with what he has 

given us and be obedient to his call? Are we willing to trust God and share with 

others? Or do we want to keep it for ourselves and limit the work that God does 

through us. God says bring the full tithe to the storehouse. And let’s do that first. 

Let’s learn to put God first together. Amen. 


