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A Challenge A Charge Conference and A Call: 

Laying A Foundation For The New Year 

There’s a lot going on at West Bend and God still has a lot in store for us as a 

church. As Revelation 3:2 says, “…I have found your deeds unfinished in the 

sight of my God.” And that is how I feel as your pastor. We are very blessed to 

have accomplished so much this year and yet we have so much to look forward to in the coming year. There-

fore, what is before us comes in the form of a challenge, a charge conference and a calling to lead us into the 

New Year.  

The Challenge: On Sunday, November 12, the congregation was offered a challenge to reduce the current 

budget deficit by $5000 and another $5000 will be matched by the end of the year. That was the day we began 

our stewardship series, God First in order to explore our attitudes and practices toward putting God first in our 

lives and especially with our finances.  

  During the announcements the congregation was first challenged to remember our pledges for 2017 

and if we had fallen behind, let’s all try to catch up. That was followed by the $5000 challenge and enthusi-

asm is spreading. Thank you for those who are already trying to participate to reduce our deficit. There are a 

number of ways you can participate in the challenge. As already stated, if you have not kept up with your 

pledge for 2017, please catch up or call the church office to see where you are in your giving for the year.  

  How about considering tithing for the rest of the year if you do not already, or increasing your current 

giving by one, two or three percent if you are not ready to fully tithe at 10%. How about giving up one lunch 

out at your favorite restaurant a week or family outing per week and donating the money saved to the church. 

Or how about giving up those extra special cups of coffee, or glasses of wine, or the desserts a few times a 

week and giving the savings to the church. How about considering a Christmas gift financially equal to the 

average of your spending for Christmas gifts to family and friends. There are all kinds of ways for us to      

increase our giving to God for all that God has given us. Let’s take this challenge seriously and finish 2017 

strong, ready to face 2018 no matter what may face us. 

 Also, don’t forget that Sunday December 10 will be our pledge commitment Sunday for Expressions 

of Thanks, our 2018 pledges. What we pledge now in faith, helps the finance committee and the church coun-

cil to set the standard for our budget. Without your faithful contributions and pledges we cannot fulfill the 

ministry which God has called us to. 

The Charge Conference: On December 10 immediately after the morning worship service there will be a 

Called Charge Conference to approve the proposal for a new unified church leadership structure called the 

Leadership Committee. Please see the Proposal for Leadership Committee and Structure for the Leadership 

Committee as well the proposed Leadership and Nominating Committees elsewhere in the newsletter for the 

detailed proposal. If you have questions don’t hesitate to call the pastor at the church or contact the church 

council chair, Dave McGowan. In addition, the members of the church council will be available on December 



 
3rd at the fellowship lunch to answer questions. This new 

model of leadership will promote unity and expediency 

for effective church ministry.  

The Call:  As soon as we answer the call of Jesus to 
“come follow me” Jesus begins to lead us to new depths 

of relationship with him and God’s people.  The call of 
Jesus leads us to a church where we use the gifts, talents, 
abilities, interests and passions given to us by the Holy 

Spirit to be ministers. I am thankful to be in ministry 
with you all in the West Bend UMC as we answer the 
call to be in ministry in our community. As ministers in 

the church on the hilltop, shining brightly for 108 years 
and counting, we are called to strengthen our foundation 
in Christ and go deeper than ever before in the days and 

months ahead. We have an opportunity right now by 
meeting to pray together, taking more time for personal 
devotion, answering the church financial challenge and 

restructuring our church leadership to lay a strong foun-
dation for ministry in 2018. We have an opportunity to 
move into 2018 strengthened and unified to answer 

God’s call for us. We have an opportunity to reach out 
into the community in ways we have not been able to in 
many years. We have an opportunity to follow God’s 

call to be the church that God designed us to be and 
Christ gave his life for us to be.  
  But in order to be that church, we have to all 
work together to go deeper and wider with Christ and to 

become stronger and healthier than we have been in 
many, many years. We each have to do our part to up-
hold the church with our prayers, presence, gifts, service 

and witness. Let’s follow the 
call to be in church to encour-
age one another and grow to-

gether more often. Let’s follow 
the call to give generously so 
that more and more people will 

have their needs met and be 
able to come to know our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. Let’s 

work together in serving the 
community and pursuing new 
mission fields in our communi-

ty that God is calling us to. Let’s boldly go into 2018 
unhindered by fear, the past, financial constraint, hurt or 
any obstacles that have held us back in the past. We are 

that church on the hilltop, shining the light of Christ, 
let’s keep it up. After all, we are Team West Bend!  

In faithful service,  

Pastor Kari 

 

After Worship on Sunday, December 3 

 

Ham, Turkey and Dessert will be           
provided. Bring your favorite                   

Holiday side dish! 

 

This will be a fun time of sharing lunch 
together as a church family as we            

celebrate Jesus’ Birthday! 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE! 

Bring your family and friends to our 
Christmas Eve service at 6PM. We’ll    

enjoy Communion, Candlelight and our 
favorite Christmas Carols. Our handbell 

choir will add to the festive celebration of 
the season. Plan now to attend and     

worship Christ the Savior, born to us!  



PROPOSAL FOR LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE 
 
• Whereas the Church Council members comprise the Charge Conference and are also represented on every 

committee at West Bend UMC 
 
• Whereas the members of the Church Council have discussed the difficulty of having to have two or three 

different meetings to pass and vote on items of business pertaining to the leadership of West Bend UMC 
 
• Whereas the Church Council members have been very committed to their positions of leadership and faith-

fully represent God and the church  
 
• Whereas the Church Council has been working hard to grow together and act in unity to serve God and the 

church 
 
• Whereas at this time, those out of the worshiping body at West Bend UMC who have time, ability, energy, 

etc. to dedicate and truly commit to the administration of the church are few in number  
 
• Whereas the Book of Discipline states that there can be alternate organizational plans in each local church 

that do not have to be comprised of many different committees so long as the Primary Task of the Church 
can be carried out (see Para 243, 244) 

 
• Whereas an alternate form of church leadership would assist the church in making decisions and acting up-

on those decisions much more quickly so that the Primary Task of the Church can be carried out 
 
• Therefore we would like to propose that West Bend UMC adopt a Church Organizational Plan, called the 

Leadership Committee to replace the former Church Council. (submitted fall 2017 for review and proposal 
by church council, not to be acted upon until action of a called session of the Charge Conference is set and 
votes for implementation)  

 
STRUCTURE for the LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE 
 
The Leadership Committee can be comprised of 10-15 people depending on the needs of the church, the pastor, 
the leadership committee itself, and the recommendation of the Nominating Committee (see Para 252, BOD).  
• The Nominating Committee shall remain separate from the Leadership Committee. Their duties will be to 

connect members of the church to service and leadership opportunities. They will continue to meet annual-
ly as directed by the pastor to assist in fulfilling the obligations of the Charge Conference. 

• The Leadership Committee will see that the Primary Task of the church as outlined in Paragraph 243 of the 
Book of Discipline is carried out along with fulfilling the needs of the administration of the church. They 
will serve with due diligence to lead the whole congregation along with the pastor in the mission of the 
church in nurturing, outreach and witness to each other and the community in need of the love of Christ. 

• The Leadership Committee will be made up at least but not limited to: the Leadership Committee chair 
(formerly council chair), the Lay Leader, the Delegate to Annual Conference, the Recording Secretary, the 
SPRC Chairperson, the Trustee Chairperson, the Treasurer, the Finance Chairperson, the pastor and the Fi-
nancial Secretary (note as long as the Financial Secretary is employed by the church, will remain ex-
officio). There should also be two or more Trustee Representatives and two or more SPRC Representatives 
who will serve the church and the Leadership Committee with specific attention to the duties of the office 
of which they represent. All together, these people, nominated by the Nominating Committee (Para: 249, 
BOD) and confirmed by election of the Charge Conference (Para: 246, BOD) will be the Leadership Com-
mittee and the Charge Conference. 

• All together those on the Leadership Committee, though they may have a title specific to their role of lead-
ership, will listen to and follow God’s calling as they serve, act on behalf of the good of the church in all 
matters and in unity with the Leadership Committee (please note preamble to Para: 246, the description of 
the members of the Charge Conference).  



• The Leadership Committee will maintain class years, so that individuals can serve the committee for a 
three year commitment and then other members of West Bend UMC will be nominated by the Nominating 
Committee and given opportunity to serve in their place.    

• Note of clarification: Those with specific leadership titles will still function in those roles in representing 
the concerns and needs of the congregation before the whole committee. (for example, Trustee Chair and 
the trustee representatives will still hear the needs of the congregation in matters of maintenance of the 
church and property; Staff Parish Chair and Representatives will still connect the staff, pastor and church 
together for the greater good of fulfilling the mission of the church; finance representatives will continue to 
serve with matters of the church finances). Though the full committee will be committed to working in 
unity, they will also individually serve God, West Bend UMC and the position they have been elected to 
and fulfill the duties for which they are entrusted to. 

 
 
Leadership Committee 2018 
 
Leadership Committee Chair    Dave McGowan 
Church Lay Leader     Cyndi Reinhardt 
Church Treasurer     Rita Lanier 
Finance Chair      Holly Delk (2018) 
Lay Delegate to Annual Conference    Jenni May 
Staff Parish Chair     Laurie Hunt (2018) 
Staff Parish Representative    Kathy West (2019) 
Staff Parish Representative    Justin Luck (2019) 
Trustee Chair      Mike Brown (2018) 
Trustee Representative     Bill Burrow (2018) 
Trustee Representative    Dave Camp (2019) 
Trustee Representative     Jon Dunn (2019) 
Recording Secretary     Dare Campbell  
Financial Secretary     Debra Rogers 
Pastor       Kari L. Howard 

 
Nominating Committee with class years 
Pastor 
Class of 2018:     Susann Camp, April Brown 
Class of 2019:     Kathy McGowan, Debbie Kinney 
Class of 2020:     Debra Hill, Carol Petty 

Table of Grace Where Good Food and Good News Are Always Served! 

 I got a chance to sit down and talk to Denny Reinhardt about Table of Grace.  He told me 

about Jerry Hatley who recently passed away and that he came to TOG regularly and told him 

that the TOG meal tasted so good to him and it was the first meal in a long time that had tasted 

good.  See Jerry had cancer and was taking treatments so TOG was a blessing to him each week.   

 Denny told me about 2 young guys who were at the meal yesterday and they said if it    

wasn’t for TOG they would not have had a Thanksgiving Meal this year.  Then he told me about a 

young couple who couldn’t be more thankful for the meal they received yesterday.  They just kept 

stating how thankful they were.  And Denny told me about the folks who come who enjoy the    

fellowship weekly and how much they count on TOG.   It literally gave me chills to hear this good 

news.  God is blessing so many people through West Bend’s TOG. 

Respectfully Reported by Debra Rogers 



Nursing Homes & Assisted Living 

Residents 

 

Bernice Dwiggins 

Somerset Court of Mocksville  

150 Ken Dwiggins Dr. 

Mocksville, NC 27028  

 

 Daffie Branson 

Clapp Nursing Home 

500 Mountain Top Dr.  

Asheboro, NC  27203 

 

Kim Shaw  

Genesis/Woodland Hill Ctr. 

400 Vision Dr. 

 Asheboro, N.C. 27203 

 

Ester Davidson 

Ruby Howard 

Rene Overton 

Joe Thomas 

Cross Road Retirement Center 

1302 Old Cox Rd. 

Asheboro, NC 27205 

 

Angie Isenhour 

 North Pointe 

1195 Pineview Rd. 

Randleman, NC 27317 

 

 

Shut-Ins 

 

Clarence Davis 

Clapps Mountain Top Apts. No. 213 

450 Mountain Top Dr. 

Asheboro, NC 27203 

336-318-1199 

 

Vickie Freeman 

721 S. McCrary St. 

Asheboro, NC 27203 

336-625-5487 

 

 

Ed Hinkel 

1759 Harvell St. 

Asheboro, NC 27205 

336-521-4406 

 

Cleo Munn 

279 Oak Leaf Rd. 

Asheboro, NC 27205 

336-629-4682 

 

Ann Suggs 

317 Ridgecrest Rd. 

Asheboro, NC 27203 

336-629-1693 

 

 

 

Christian Sympathy                                

to the family & friends of: 

James Davidson, Jr.                                                     

(Doris Davidson’s brother-in-law                         

& Suzy Lowe’s uncle) 

Alice Davis (Daffie Branson’s sister) 

Howie Garst (Peggy Terhune’s father &                    

Bob Terhune’s father-in-law) 

Jerry Hatley 

Hannah Lambert Family (Lora Hill’s friend) 

Ervin Lineberry (Edna Lineberry’s husband) 

Tori Scoffield Family (Mike Ingold’s friend) 

Jacob Thompson (Vestal Hughes’ friend) 

 

Prepare Him Room our Advent Series begins  
Sunday, December 3, at our 11:00 am service. 

Come join us and invite someone to come with you 
as we discuss the incarnation of Jesus and what 

that does in our lives. We’ll unpack Isaiah 9:6, For 
to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 
government will be on his shoulders. And he will 

be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,      
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Don’t miss 

out on this important time in the life of our church. 

 

Join WinGs as we decorate 

the church on November 28 

at 5:30 P.M. Invite your 

children and grandchildren! 



The West Bend UMW Have Given  

Honorariums In Honor Of: 

Marion Auman 

Virginia Cooper 

Betty Hewitte 

Lib Howell 

Lena Mae McMasters 

Becky Padgett 

Wanda Stout 

Ann Suggs                  

 

Thank you for your faithful service         

in the UMW. 

West Bend’s 42 Shoe Boxes for Operation        

Christmas Child.  Thank you for your gifts. 

Reagan Hill joined our church on Sunday,             

November 12. What a wonderful day of rejoicing!   

Table of Grace Thanksgiving  



If you would like to place a poinsettia around the altar during the Advent Season in honor or in memory of someone 

special, please fill in this form and place it in the offering plate at church in an envelope...or bring it by or mail to the 

church office...along with cash or a check made out to the church.  Each plant is $10.  Poinsettias will be in the 

church Dec. 10th, 17th & 24th. 

Order Deadline is December 4th. 

In Memory of:____________________________________________________________________ 

In Honor of:______________________________________________________________________ 

By:_____________________________________________________________________________       Enclosed $______________________ 

Expressions of Thanks 
Pledge 2018 

West Bend United Methodist Church 
 

As an expression of thanks for God’s gifts of provision for me I have  
decided to give to the ministries of West Bend UMC. In 2018,  

I commit to giving: 
 

$ _________________________________ per week 
$ _________________________________ per month 
$ _________________________________ per year 

 
Name __________________________________________________  
Email __________________________________________________ 
Address_________________________________________________  
Phone __________________________________________________ 
 
2 Corinthians 9:12 This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but is also overflowing 
in many expressions of thanks to God. 

A Note on Church Safety: In a perfect world we do not have to be concerned with issues of safety. 

Unfortunately, we do not live in a perfect world and the safety of those in attendance in our worship 

services is a concern. While we are in the process of exploring the best options for our safety and 
preparedness at West Bend UMC we feel the need to lock   outside doors during worship services, 

with the exception of the door entering into the sanctuary. Stay tuned for more information and in 

the meantime keep Hebrews 10:24-25 in mind: 24 And let us consider how we may spur one another 

on toward love and good deeds, 25 not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, 

but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

Church Staff 

Ministers:  Every Member 

Pastor:  Rev. Kari L. Howard 

Cell:  336-707-8319  E-Mail: khoward@wnccumc.net 

Office Manager:  Mrs. Debra Y. Rogers 

Phone:  336-625-5025  E-Mail: westbendunitedmethodist@gmail.com 

Lay Leader:  Mrs. Cyndi Reinhardt 

Cell:  336-460-1741  E-Mail:  cyndireinhardt58@gmail.com 

Janitor:  Mr. Tim Burrow 

Follow us on Instagram: WestBendChurch   

Follow us on Twitter: @WestBendChurch1 

Find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/WestBendUMC      

CCLI License: 11443112 

 

From Pastor Kari & Debra 


