
West Bend United Methodist Church 

Easter Sunrise Service 

April 16, 2017 

7:00 am 

 

Gathering in the Cemetery 

 

Welcome and Greeting                                                   Rev. Kari Howard 
Leader: Christ is Risen! 

People: Christ is Risen indeed! 

 

Today you will hear contemporaries of Jesus Christ share their feelings as 

they realize His tomb is empty. Reflect with them and rejoice that Christ is 

risen indeed! 

 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Mark 16:1-7 
1 Saturday evening, when the Sabbath ended, Mary Magdalene, Mary the 
mother of James, and Salome went out and purchased burial spices so they 

could anoint Jesus’ body.  2 Very early on Sunday morning, just at sunrise, 

they went to the tomb.  3 On the way they were asking each other, “Who will 

roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?”  4 But as they   
arrived, they looked up and saw that the stone, which was very large, had 

already been rolled aside.  5 When they entered the tomb, they saw a young 
man clothed in a white robe sitting on the right side.  The women were 

shocked, 6 but the angel said, “Don’t be alarmed.  You are looking for Jesus 
of Nazareth, who was crucified.  He isn’t here!  He is risen from the dead!  

Look, this is where they laid his body.  7 Now go and tell his disciples,     
including Peter, that Jesus is going ahead of you to Galilee.  You will see 

him there, just as he told you before he died.” 

 

PRAYER                        

                                                                                

HYMN                “Up From The Grave He Arose” (No.  322 UMH) verse 1 
1. Low in the grave he lay, Jesus my Savior,  

waiting the coming day, Jesus my Lord!  

Refrain:  

Up from the grave he arose;  

with a mighty triumph o'er his foes;  

he arose a victor from the dark domain,  

and he lives forever, with his saints to reign.  

He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose!  

 

 

 

 

THE EMPTY TOMB (a sunrise service by Carol A. Secord) 
Reflections From: 

 

Mary, Mother of Jesus                                                           Linda Burrow 

For Further Reflection: Mark 3:31-35, “31 Then Jesus’ mother and brothers        

arrived. Standing outside, they sent someone in to call him. 32 A crowd was 

sitting around him, and they told him, “Your mother and brothers are out-

side looking for you.” 33 “Who are my mother and my brothers?” he asked. 
34 Then he looked at those seated in a circle around him and said, “Here 

are my mother and my brothers! 35 Whoever does God’s will is my brother 

and sister and mother.”  

 

John, The Apostle                                                                  Bruce Burrow 

For Further Reflection: John 20:3-8, “3 So Peter and the other disciple 

(John) started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other disciple   

outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the 

strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came along 

behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying 

there, 7 as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The 

cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. 8 Finally the other 

disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went  inside. He saw and   

believed.” 

 

Joseph of Arimathea                                                                 Derrick Hill 

For Further Reflection: Matthew 27:57-60, “57 As evening approached, 

there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who had himself  

become a disciple of Jesus. 58 Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ body, and 

Pilate ordered that it be given to him. 59 Joseph took the body, wrapped it in 

a clean linen cloth, 60 and placed it in his own new tomb that he had cut out 

of the rock. He rolled a big stone in front of the entrance to the tomb and 

went away.” 

 

Jairus’ Daughter                                                                        Reagan Hill 

For Further Reflection: Luke 8:49-55, “49 While Jesus was still speaking, 

someone came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue leader. “Your 

daughter is dead,” he said. “Don’t bother the teacher anymore.” 50 Hearing 

this, Jesus said to Jairus, “Don’t be afraid; just believe, and she will be 

healed.”51 When he arrived at the house of Jairus, he did not let anyone go 

in with him except Peter, John and James, and the child’s father and 

mother. 52 Meanwhile, all the people were wailing and mourning for her. 

“Stop wailing,” Jesus said. “She is not dead but asleep.” 53 They laughed at 

him, knowing that she was dead. 54 But he took her by the hand and said, 

“My child, get up!” 55 Her spirit returned, and at once she stood up. Then 

Jesus told them to give her something to eat.” 

 



HYMN             “Up From The Grave He Arose” (No. 322 UMH) verse 2 
2. Vainly they watch his bed, Jesus my Savior,  

vainly they seal the dead, Jesus my Lord!  

Up from the grave he arose;  

with a mighty triumph o'er his foes;  

he arose a victor from the dark domain,  

and he lives forever, with his saints to reign.  

He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose!  

  

REFLECTION                                                            Rev. Kari Howard 
 

HYMN             “Up From The Grave He Arose” (No. 322 UMH) verse 3 
3. Death cannot keep its prey, Jesus my Savior;  

he tore the bars away, Jesus my Lord!  

Up from the grave he arose;  

with a mighty triumph o'er his foes;  

he arose a victor from the dark domain,  

and he lives forever, with his saints to reign.  

He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose!  

 

CLOSING PRAYER / BLESSING OF THE FOOD /  

BENEDICTION 

 

1 Peter 1:3a 
3 All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  It is by his great 
mercy that we have been born again, because God raised Jesus Christ 

from the dead. Amen and Amen! 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
 

 

EASTER BREAKFAST 

Immediately after the Sunrise Service this morning, there will be a  

fellowship breakfast prepared for you by the men of West Bend and  

servants of Table of Grace. You are all invited to join us in the  

fellowship hall for good food, good fellowship  

and continued celebration of the Good News! 

 

 

The Empty Tomb was written by Carol A. Secord and performed with 

permission from Contemporary Drama Service. 

 

Matthew 28:6 (NIV) 

He is not here; he has risen, just as he said.  

Come and see the place where he lay. 

“The Empty Tomb” 

West Bend United Methodist Church 


