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Acts 2:36-41 
36 
“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both 

Lord and Messiah.” 
37 
When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter 

and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 
38 
Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
39 
The promise is for you 

and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” 
40 
With 

many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this 

corrupt generation.” 
41 
Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three 

thousand were added to their number that day. 

 

Today we are beginning a new series called enACT. We’ll be looking at some key passages in 

the book of Acts and observing how the early disciples of Jesus spread his mission throughout 

the land and to us today.  

 

By doing this, it is my hope that we’ll not only learn how the mission of Jesus spread and how 

the church grew, but what we today, as believers in Jesus Christ can do to continue to pass on his 

message, our faith and continue to grow the church.  

 

You see, we have the best news in the world. We shouldn’t be afraid or ashamed to share it. 

When Jesus Christ raised from the dead, he proved himself to be real. He proved that he is God 

and made the way for us to believe God’s promises and to be restored to rightful relationship 

with God.  

 

We need to live like Easter people today. But too often we get caught in the Good Friday world. 

Remember Good Friday, when Jesus was crucified and died on that cross. The day it seemed like 

all hope was gone. The day we all focused on the horror at hand, the death of our faith instead of 

the reality of that the outcome of faith when God will show himself faithful to fulfill promises, 

faithful in his promise to be with us, faithful in his loving relationship reaching out to us. 

 

Too often we speak of the bad things in life instead of focusing on the greatness of God. We 

have a song in the United Methodist Hymnal, number 304 called Easter People, Raise Your 

Voices.  

 

Here are a couple of the verses: 

Easter people raise your voices  

Sounds of heaven in earth should ring  

Christ has brought us Heaven's choices  

Heavenly music let it ring  



Alleluia, alleluia  

Easter people let us sing 

 

Every day to us is Easter  

With its resurrection song  

When in trouble move the faster 

To our God who rights the wrong 

Alleluia, alleluia  

See the power of heavenly throngs 

 

Every day to us should be Easter when we celebrate the victory of Jesus conquering death and 

the grave. He conquered the hold and power of the devil and put the devil in his place. But the 

further we move from Easter, the more we live in the Good Friday world. 

 

We need help getting the story right and really living into it. We need to remember that Jesus has 

come to rescue us as promised and his story didn’t end of Good Friday, but he lives today still 

helping us to overcome that which would hold us down in our own personal grave today. But we 

forget the real story. Sometimes we need help from the children.  

The Jesus Storybook Bible tells Jesus’ mission this way: 

 

“This is how God will rescue the whole world [Jesus says]. My life will break and God's broken 

world will mend. My heart will tear apart—and your hearts will heal … I won't be with you long. 

You are going to be very sad. But God's Helper will come. And then you'll be filled up with a 

Forever Happiness that won't ever leave. So don't be afraid. You are my friends and I love you.” 

 

The Helper will come and you will be filled with forever happiness that won’t ever leave??? We 

don’t always act like that. But it is possible! That’s what the disciples were tasked with carrying 

on and what our challenge is today. Today we are still called like those early disciples to spread 

that forever happiness of Jesus Christ. 

If we are Easter People, we need to enACT! We need to enact the joy of the early disciples and 

spread the message of Jesus Christ everywhere. 

 

So how are we to do this? Let’s remember what is going on up to this point. Jesus has died, been 

buried and resurrected. They even watched Jesus ascend up to heaven. They saw Jesus defy 

gravity and fly up to the clouds. And what did the disciples do with this news after their initial 

elation? 

 

They went back to Jerusalem. Happy but still confused. Until, just as promised, the Holy Spirit 

came on them and they saw these little flames on their heads and they couldn’t help themselves 

but to speak God’s word to everyone. They ran out to the streets and people thought they were 

drunk. But it was nine in the morning. The local brewing house wasn’t even open. They were 

filled with the Spirit of the living God. 

 

And as they told everyone the story of Jesus and what they had seen and experienced the people 

felt the conviction of the Holy Spirit and they asked a profound question. “What shall we do?” 

Well, let’s talk about that now. Let’s revisit the scripture. 



 

Acts 2:38 
38 
Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

 

Our first message note is this:  

1) Easter people enAct new direction living.  

  

 

Repentance proclaims a new direction. It means turning around and going the other way. Have 

you ever been going down the highway and missed the exit ramp? And to make it even worse, 

maybe the next place to turn around was several miles down the road and very much out of the 

way. 

 

That’s what sin had done to us. We all have been going down the highway of life and missed the 

exit to follow Jesus and instead of going the path he wanted for us, we went our own way. Only 

the further we go our own way, the further away from God we get and sometimes we end up 

wasting a lot of time going the wrong way and it can lead us to danger if we keep heading our 

own way too long. 

 

But to repent means Jesus opens up that exit ramp, or a space for a U-turn right away. It means 

no more going the way I was taking myself, but going the way Jesus has opened for me.  

 

Repentance means a new direction for all of life. It not only draws us closer to God every day, 

but gives a new perspective in life. Remember the story book earlier in the sermon? It said we 

can have that forever happiness. That’s the new perspective we all need. We no longer look at 

things from our own perspective all the time, but consider things from the heart and mind of 

God. 

 

And with this new perspective comes a new mindset and a new attitude. We learn that we see 

things of the world differently and therefore we can respond differently. Here’s another scripture 

verse that’s helps to put this into perspective. 

 

Romans 12:1-2 “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer 

your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper 

worship. 
2 
Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 

your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and 

perfect will.” 

 

When we repent, we treat our bodies differently and we think differently and we will live 

differently. We look for God’s perfect will and no longer live for ourselves but for God.  

 

Let’s look again at our scripture for the day and learn more: 

Acts 2:38  
38 
Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Our second message note is:  



2) Easter people enAct fresh start living. 

 

Baptism proclaims a new life and a fresh start. In baptism, there is a symbolic act of the death, 

burial and resurrection of Jesus. Think about it. In baptism we proclaim repentance and take our 

old lives into the water. We proclaim death to our old lives and ask God to wash all the old sin 

and selfishness away. Then by going under the water, we leave the sins buried there in the depths 

of the water, like being buried in the grave. Then when we come back up, it symbolized being 

raised to new life. 

 

Baptism is an outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace. We are baptized into 

Jesus’ death and by faith are raised to new life in Jesus Christ. Here’s another scripture that helps 

us to understand this: 

 

Ephesians 4:1-6 “As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling 

you have received. 
2 
Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in 

love. 
3 
Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 

4 
There is one 

body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called; 
5 
one Lord, one 

faith, one baptism; 
6 
one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.” 

 

We were baptized in the name of Jesus. In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit we 

were baptized. We do not baptize in the name of a person, or the name of any other god, or the 

name of a church, we only baptize in the faith that is rooted in Jesus Christ. It is only in Jesus 

that we can find that fresh start living. 

 

Let’s see what else Easter people enact as we look at the scriptures again. 

Acts 2:38  
 38 
Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

Our third message note is this: 

3) Easter people enAct canceled debt living. 

 

Forgiveness proclaims a canceled debt. Jesus has paid our sin debt in full and if we have asked 

for forgiveness and are taking that new direction then we can live with the weight of sins lifted. 

We can live knowing that our debts are paid in full. We have been set free from the debt of sin.  

 

Jesus death on the cross should have been ours, but thanks to God, he takes our sins and has 

buried them and removes the obstacle of sin that keeps us from a full and free relationship with 

God. This was prophesied in the Old Testament many times over. But here’s just one: 

 

Micah 7:19 “He will again have compassion on us; He will vanquish our iniquities. You will 

cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.” 

 

Jesus took that sin of ours and cast them far away, he cast them in the depths of the sea. God 

chooses to remember them no more when we have asked for forgiveness. Jesus restored the 



relationship we have with God and has brought us back into fellowship and friendship with God. 

Easter people enact this canceled debt by living into our loving relationship with God. 

 

Let’s return to our scripture for one more insight.  

Acts 2:38  
38 
Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Our fourth message note is this: 

4) Easter people enAct Spirit-powered living. 

 

Easter people have this Spirit powered living that Jesus promised. The gift of the Spirit gives us 

grace to allow Jesus to live in and through us. We are empowered by the Spirit to live as 

followers of Jesus in a world full of strife. The scriptures teach us this: 

 

Galatians 2:20 
20 
I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. 

The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself 

for me. 

 

We can live this life in the Spirit because we consider ourselves crucified with Christ, fully 

enabling Jesus to live in us. We live this life by faith. But as we enact this faith, the gift of 

salvation grows and grows within us. We choose to live differently, we choose to see things 

differently and we want to see others know the love and freedom we have in Christ.  

 

This Easter People living is not just for us here in church or as members of the church. This 

Easter People living is for those who would enact the doings of the early disciples and follow 

Jesus. Let’s look at just a bit more scripture: 

  

Acts 2:39-41 
39 
The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all 

whom the Lord our God will call.” 
40 
With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded 

with them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 
41 
Those who accepted his message 

were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day. 

 

Remember, this promise is not exclusive. The promise of Jesus is for anyone who would repent 

and be baptized, who would receive forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Spirit. We can all be 

Easter people. As the scripture says, there were a lot of people on that day, about three thousand 

who were hungry for this gift of God through Jesus Christ and enacted by the power of the Holy 

Spirit. They all became Easter People. Are we ready to be Easter people today? I hope so. Amen. 

 

 


