
It’s In The Connection 

Series: What’s Your Problem? 

Rev. Kari L. Howard 

West Bend UMC 

September 3, 2017  

COMMUNION SUNDAY 

 

John 15:4-11 
4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. 

Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you 

remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not 

remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, 

thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you 

wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing 

yourselves to be my disciples.9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my 

love. 10 If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands 

and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be 

complete. {NIV11} 

 

We are continuing in our series, “What’s Your Problem?” and we have covered a lot of ground. We 

know and have admitted that everyone has problems. Sometimes the problems come looking for us and 

yet, often problems are because of our own habits, hurts and hang-ups or our own sins. And, just 

because we deal well with one problem and overcome issues we’ve had in our lives doesn’t mean that 

other problems won’t continue to come. I wish I could promise you that the Christian life will be 

problem free in ten easy steps, but I’d be a liar. Problems will continue to come but today I want to talk 

about the only real hope we have for effectively dealing with and living through the problems past, 

present and future. The only certain hope we have is by remaining connected to Jesus.  

 

Jesus told his disciples that he is the vine. He then said you are the branches. Branches can only grow 

and thrive if they remain connected to the tree. That is true for us still today as followers of Christ. If we 

remain in Christ, we will produce fruit even in difficult and adverse circumstances.  

 

That image got me to thinking about the majestic oak tree. Oak trees of various kinds are found all over 

our country. They are our national tree. They are beautiful. The oak trees start out as a small acorn and 

can grow to over one hundred feet tall with their branches spreading out over one hundred thirty feet! 

That’s impressive.  

 

The branches can only add to the beauty of the tree and span a distance so great that provides shade, a 

home and shelter for the birds, and produce leaves and more acorns which is the fruit by remaining 

connected to the tree. In order for us, as disciples of Jesus Christ, to produce fruit, to offer shelter and 

beauty in the world we must grow in our relationship with Jesus daily. 

 

Jesus was using the imagery of the vine and the fruitful branches to let his followers know how to keep 

doing his will which was to remain connected. John Wesley said a lot about being connected. Our whole 

system of the United Methodist Church is based on connection and is rooted in remaining connected to 

Jesus first and foremost. But, said John Wesley in no uncertain terms, in our connection to Jesus we 

should be going on to perfection. That comes from Hebrews 6:1 which states in the King James Version: 

“Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again 

the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God.” 



If we have trusted Jesus, repented of our sins and are connected in him and growing, we should be 

bearing fruit. We can go on to that perfection, because we know that it is not in our own works but by 

the work of Christ producing the strength within us. We don’t have to keep going back to ground zero 

and starting over when we mess up or when problems come. As we are going on to perfection it 

becomes easier to resist the powers of temptation because it is easier to want to please and do as Jesus 

would have us. And here’s the crux of it according to Wesley:  

 

“This is the sum of Christian perfection: It is all comprised in that one word, Love. The first branch of it 

is the love of God: And as he that loves God loves his brother also, it is inseparably connected with the 

second: "Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself:" Thou shalt love every man as thy own soul, as Christ 

loved us. "On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets:" These contain the whole of 

Christian perfection.” (John Wesley, On Perfection) 

To John Wesley the idea of Christian perfection is that as we grow further into Christ we grow more in 

love with God and as we grow more in love with God we are enabled to love others genuinely. And that 

takes care of a whole lot of our problems doesn’t it? When we can live in love with God and express 

genuine loving kindness to our fellow human beings, we are living into the ultimate Christian perfection. 

But it only happens when we keep that connection to Jesus. That brings me to our mainline for today. 

Mainline: I won’t be perfected if I have neglected to remain connected. 

 

We really can’t go on to Christian perfection in our own power. We can’t think our way out of it. We 

can’t do enough nice things on our own. It’s only by remaining connected. So let’s take a look again at 

what Jesus was saying. 

 

John 15:4-6 4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain 

in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If 

you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do 

not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, 

thrown into the fire and burned. 

 

Our first message note is this: If I remain connected to Jesus I will: 1. Be Fruitful and Fireproof   

 

As Jesus said, we cannot bear fruit on our own. But when we are in Christ, fruitfulness is the expected 

outcome. And if we look again, we see that Jesus says we’ll bear MUCH fruit. So what does that mean? 

People don’t go around growing apples out of our head now do we? Here’s what the fruit of the Spirit 

looks like: Galatians 5:22-23 22 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

generosity, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. 

 

We can’t go wrong if we are growing in love. As John Wesley stated, the first and foremost fruit of 

Christian perfection is shown in love for God and for people. But can we look at our lives right now and 

know that we have grown in our love toward one another, our patience with others? Can we find 

ourselves at peace with God more easily now than a year or so ago, in spite of the circumstances around 

us? How about in these other fruits? This is the first test of being fruitful. If we are growing in these and 

perhaps now helping those around us to become fruitful in these areas we are growing. If we are helping 

others to remain in Christ and get connected, we are growing fruit.  

 

And if we remain in Christ we’ll not only be fruitful, but we’ll be fireproof too. Now I really mean this 



as a play on words, though Jesus did say that branches that don’t remain in him will be thrown away, 

into the fire.  

 

If we disconnect and go our own way, we’ll be separated from God, forever. If we are bearing fruit, we 

should be saying “no” to those behaviors, habits and even friends that would separate us and challenge 

us to turn from our faith. If we don’t remain connected to Jesus, we’ll likely choose the wrong people to 

be around. Here’s what 1 Corinthians 15:33-34 says: 33 Do not be deceived: “Bad company ruins good 

morals.” 34 Come to a sober and right mind, and sin no more; for some people have no knowledge of 

God. I say this to your shame.” 

 

We know God therefore we know the things that draw us closer and the things that will separate us and 

hurt us for the long run. We draw closer to God by reading the Bible, praying, coming to church, being 

around other followers of Christ, encouraging others and receiving encouragement to live in Christ. 

Some people just don’t know better about issues that either draw us to or push us away from God. But 

we do. And as Christians we are to choose the life that joins in the mission of God on earth, not pull us 

away and prepare us for hurt, pain and life far from God.  

 

Let’s think a minute again about our tree. The branches that are healthy and growing fruit don’t need to 

be cut off from the tree. The branches that have become separated by being unfruitful will be burned to 

ash. But remember, if we remain connected, we don’t have to worry about these consequences. We are 

fireproof. If we go on in life becoming more and more disconnected, well, we’ve been warned. But the 

Good News is that in Christ and because of Christ we are fruitful and therefore we are fireproof. 

 

Let’s return to our scripture: John 15:7-8  7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask 

whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, 

showing yourselves to be my disciples. 

 

Our second message note is this: If I remain connected to Jesus I will: 2. Be Answered and Accepted 

 

If we are in Christ, Jesus says that in prayer, we can ask whatever we wish and it will be done. 

Remember, if we are in Christ, our desires will change. This doesn’t mean we should be asking to win 

the lottery or to have more stuff. But what it does mean is that all we have to do is ask if we want to 

grow more fruit, if we want to know God better, if we want to learn to be more like Christ and love more 

like Jesus. All we have to do is ask if we need help and strength and resources to continue the mission 

God has called us to. If we are connected, we’ll want more of God’s kingdom to come on earth and 

that’s what we’ll ask for in prayer.  

 

And we are accepted. If we weren’t accepted as we are right now, Jesus wouldn’t say to ask for more of 

his gifts. When we are bearing that fruit and asking for more fruitfulness we are being his disciples. We 

are accepted and loved deeply by God who will enable us to withstand the forces of all the problems 

coming against us. We are accepted and answered when we remain in Christ who will not turn us away 

or reject us. 

 

And let’s look at the rest of our scripture. John 15:9-11 9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved 

you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept 

my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and 

that your joy may be complete. 

 

Our third message note is: If I remain connected to Jesus I will: 3. Be Complete  



By complete I mean, we will be mature. We will have everything we need to go on to perfection. We 

will have all we need to have love for God and grow in love for others and we will have all we need to 

reach out to a hurting, broken and problem full world. When we are complete, or maturing, we find joy 

that comes from being at true peace with God. We have a joy that is not dependent on the things of this 

world because it comes from the Holy Spirit at work within us. We can have joy even in the middle of 

dealing with problems. 

 

This quote from C.S. Lewis sums it up:  

God made us: invented us as a man invents an engine. A car is made to run on gasoline and it would not 

run properly on anything else. Now God designed the human machine to run on Himself. He Himself is 

the fuel our spirits were designed to burn, or the food our spirits were designed to feed on. There is no 

other. That is why it is just no good asking God to make us happy in our own way without bothering 

about religion. God cannot give us a happiness and peace apart from Himself, because it is not there. 

There is no such thing." (C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, pg. 54) 

 

There is no other way to the fruits of the Spirit on our own. Only by remaining connected in Christ, the 

true vine can we begin to have real life. And that is what Jesus invited his disciples to on the night he 

was betrayed and what he still invites us to even today.  

 

You see: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 reminds us: 
23 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was 

betrayed, took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is 

for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For 

whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  

Through the taking of the bread and the cup that Jesus offers that we are invited to remain connected in 

him. We are invited to join him in death to sin and the habits, hurts and hang-ups that would separate us 

from God and be raised to new life with him. We cannot make peace with God or have true joy in this 

world any other way but by joining in Christ and remaining connected. Let us begin a new depth of 

connection and new levels of fruit bearing starting today. 

Let us pray: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and the vine. 

Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ that we may be for the world the body of Christ, 

redeemed by his blood. By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry 

to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet. Through your 

Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, 

now and forever. And now with the confidence of children of God let us pray: 

THE LORD’S PRAYER:   (In Unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 

Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever.  

Amen. 

 

1 Corinthians 10:16-17 says: 16 Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in 

the blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ? 17 Because 

there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all share the one loaf.  


