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1 Timothy 1:12-16 
12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me trustworthy, 

appointing me to his service. 13 Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a 

violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief. 14 The grace of our 

Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in Christ 

Jesus.15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the 

world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst. 16 But for that very reason I was shown mercy so 

that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his immense patience as an example 

for those who would believe in him and receive eternal life. 

This is our last Sunday in our series, What’s Your Problem? and we’re ready to graduate from 

this series so to speak. We know we all have problems and now we know we can rely on Jesus 

Christ to be with us through our problems and struggles to the end. He is a sure and very present 

help while we are turning around from the current problems we face and to strengthen us to win 

the battles in this life and for eternity. So today, I have one more piece of information that comes 

with dealing with our problems the Jesus way. And that is what we do next. Have you ever heard 

that old saying that says something like, “With great power comes great responsibility?” Well, 

let’s change that up a bit and say with great problems come great gifts. Yes, there are gifts of the 

problems we face. 

 

Now before you think I’ve lost my mind, hear me out. I’m sure some of you may be thinking, 

“What kind of gifts can possibly come from the problems I’m struggling with today?” It brings 

me to the mainline for today.  

 

Mainline:  God is in the business of transforming the great problems we have today into 

great gifts we will use tomorrow. 

 

We know we have all experienced struggles in life and when we look back, we realize we are 

stronger now. We also might look back and see that we know what is really important in life and 

we know how to choose our battles. AND think about the friends who came and walked with us 

and kept us strong.  

 

There is a video that is going around on the internet that shows a little baby elephant beside a 

pool. He seems to slip in the water and the water is over his head and he is unable to swim. It 

only takes seconds before what seems to be the mother elephant runs to enter the water and get to 

her baby, only about another second later, another elephant joins them in the pool. The adult 

elephants get on either side of the baby and get it to where it can safely walk out of the water. In 

less than a minute the adult elephants have saved the baby elephant from danger.  

 



It seems it was their instinct that caused the elephants to rush to the aid of the baby. Now let me 

ask a question. When we see others in peril, over their heads and we know the way out, is it our 

instinct to jump in and help them out? If an elephant will jump in the water to save the baby, 

shouldn’t we look at those who are struggling with the same issues that we have come through 

reach out to help them?  

 

That’s what I think God is asking us to consider today. Why not look at the gifts we received and 

the lessons we learned when going through the problems in life and help those struggling today 

through their time of trial. Let’s look back today and consider what gifts we have received from 

the great problems we have faced. Let’s get back to the scripture.  

 

1 Timothy 1:12-14 12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he 

considered me trustworthy, appointing me to his service. 13 Even though I was once a blasphemer 

and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and 

unbelief. 14 The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and 

love that are in Christ Jesus. 

WITH GREAT PROBLEMS GOD GIVES: 1) A great grace 

 

The grace of God through Jesus Christ is an undeserved, unearned gift. The great thing about the 

gift of the great grace God has given us, is that it is not dependent on what we have done or what 

we do or will do. Paul, the man who wrote this letter talks freely about what a terrible person he 

was. He said he was a violent man and loved to take out his anger and hatred on the new 

Christians. But his faith was challenged because of their testimony of Jesus Christ and he 

admitted that he acted the way he did because he was ignorant of the truth. He didn’t believe in 

what God had done through Jesus. AND Paul was a firm believer in God and should have 

understood. But again he acted out of ignorance. And then his eyes were opened and he saw 

Jesus himself. Then he realized that God has a mission for him. He was enlisted in the service of 

the Savior, Jesus.  

How about those of us here. Think back to what we were and the problems we faced. Maybe it 

was ignorance or pride, or anger or a short fuse or many other behaviors or hurts, habits or hang-

ups that caused us to lash out at others or hurt ourselves. How has God changed us and prepared 

us for a ministry all our own? Where have we seen grace? Remember it’s a gift that God is 

growing in us. 

Ephesians 2: 6-10 puts it this way:  6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in 

the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the 

incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by 

grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 
9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus 

to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

It is because of what Jesus has done that we are saved. That is grace! And we receive the gift 

through faith, but because of that gift of grace, we have great things in store. We are created in 



Christ for good works, where we reach out to those who are coming along in the problems we 

have had the grace to overcome and we minister to them.  

Let’s get back to the scripture: 1 Timothy 1:15 15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full 

acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst.  

WITH GREAT PROBLEMS GOD GIVES: 2) A great Savior 

 

We have a great Savior indeed! Even the worst of sinners, Jesus came to save. Even the worst of 

problems, sins of our own or hurts from when someone sinned against us, Jesus has come to 

redeem us from these things. Jesus has come, not to condemn us but to save us. Jesus has come 

with the cure for our problems and yes, what a great Savior he is. God made the way for us to be 

in relationship with him again, and Jesus made it possible. What a gift!  

And, let me remind us all that this is part of what the United Methodist Church is built upon. We 

have the articles of faith. These detail our most fundamental beliefs as United Methodists. One of 

the articles, Article VIII (as quoted from the United Methodist Book of Discipline, Article VIII 

— Reconciliation Through Christ ) states: We believe God was in Christ reconciling the world to 

himself. The offering Christ freely made on the cross is the perfect and sufficient sacrifice for the 

sins of the whole world, redeeming man from all sin, so that no other satisfaction is required.  

What does that mean exactly? That all we need to be friends with God again, no matter what 

problems we have, no matter what sins are in our past, no matter what may come our way, all we 

need is Jesus. It is not in what we can do for God, it is all about what Jesus has already done for 

us. That is a great gift and that is a great Savior! 

 

Here’s another aspect to that gift. When we are in Christ we are new creations. As 2 Corinthians 

5:17-19 says 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, 

the new is here! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us 

the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not 

counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 

 

You see, with the great problems that we have had, when we trust the Savior Jesus through them, 

he gives us the strength to go out and help others to now be reconciled to God. He is not holding 

our sins against us and now we are free from sin and free to help others out of their bondage and 

problems. Which brings me to our last message note and more of what we are to do with all that 

we have learned through this series. 

1 Timothy 1:16 16 But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of 

sinners, Christ Jesus might display his immense patience as an example for those who would 

believe in him and receive eternal life.  

WITH GREAT PROBLEMS GOD GIVES: 3) A great assignment 

 



Just as Christ has helped us and given us people to encourage us through the problems that we 

have faced in life, we are to go and encourage others through their problems. This is a great 

assignment that God entrusts us to. 

Maybe this will help us to understand. There was a monk back in the 4th century. He was a 

believer in Christ and really wanted to focus on being holy before God. He is known as Saint 

Simeon Stylites. He was named so because of the group of monks he belonged to lived among 

the Greek stylos, or the columns way up above the tall buildings or along the cliffs in the 

landscape.  

These Stylite monks felt that living by themselves was the best way to keep from sin. The only 

way Simeon had interaction with other people was when they brought him food or other 

necessities, but otherwise he lived by himself and this was considered to be a good and holy life.  

But another early Christian monk named Pachomius started to question this behavior. He began 

to consider what Christ had done and called his followers to do. He asked questions such as:  

How can you learn to love if no one else is around? 

How can you learn humility living alone? 

How can you learn kindness or gentleness or goodness in isolation? 

How can you learn patience unless someone puts yours to the test? 

Then he finally stated to the other Christians in his sphere of influence: “To save souls, you must 

bring them together.” (Pachomius) 

 

Pachomius realized early on that in order to live the life that God has called us to and in order to 

keep the Christian faith passing on to more and more people, we had to be around other people. 

We need each other to hold one another accountable. We need each other to encourage one 

another when things are bad. We need to learn from each other and yes, to test our patience with 

each other. None of us are strong enough to face our problems alone. We need to help one 

another through them. The most important gift we gain from the problems we have faced is the 

assignment which is the blessing of helping someone else through similar problems they are 

facing. Let’s not waste our problems, let’s use them and the lessons we have learned to help 

others today! 

  

 Galatians 6:1-3 reminds us: 1 Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by 

the Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch yourselves, or you also may be 

tempted. 2 Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 3 If 

anyone thinks they are something when they are not, they deceive themselves. 

 

Scripture reminds us that we are to help each other carry the burdens they face. We shouldn’t 

think that we can get through them alone and in isolation like Simeon Stylite thought. We need 

to be more like the adult elephants, who have grown up and matured in Christ, strong enough to 

jump in and bring others to salvation! And that’s the gift of problems. Pass it on. Amen.  


