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Acts 1:1-11 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to 
teach 

2 
until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit 

to the apostles he had chosen. 
3 
After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many 

convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke 

about the kingdom of God. 
4 
On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this 

command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have 

heard me speak about. 
5 
For John baptized with

 
water, but in a few days you will be baptized 

with the Holy Spirit.” 
6 
Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this 

time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
7 
He said to them: “It is not for you to know the 

times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 
8 
But you will receive power when the 

Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
9 
After he said this, he was taken up before their very 

eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 
10 
They were looking intently up into the sky as he was 

going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 
11 
“Men of Galilee,” they 

said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from 

you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 

We are continuing in our series, enACT. We have been looking at the book of Acts and learning 

from the early disciples how the church started and spread. We can not only learn why we are 

here as a church but how to keep growing and moving the church to be all that God is calling us 

to be in our day.  

Our scripture today is actually the beginning of Acts but is really about a new chapter in the life 

of Jesus Christ. This picks up after the life, death, burial and resurrection of Jesus and takes us to 

his ascension. We often think about his ascension as merely going back up to heaven. We 

probably have images in our minds of artwork or pictures we have seen of Jesus floating in the 

sky, looking heavenward while the disciples were staring at him.  

But, let’s not forget what ascension really means. The definition of ascension: “The act of rising 

to an important position or a higher level.” While it is true that Jesus “went up” to heaven, we 

forget that he went up to heaven to take on his higher position. He went up to heaven to take on 

his role as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. We say this in the Apostles’ Creed every week: “he 

ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he 

shall come to judge the quick and the dead.” 

We are reminded today that Jesus came not only to save and redeem us, but also to go back to 

heaven to take his seat at the right hand of the Father as king of heaven and earth. With his place 

as Lord and King, he would unleash the power of the Holy Spirit to usher in the kingdom of 

heaven to earth. And who would be the people to usher in God’s kingdom here on earth? People 



just like you and me. People who have believed in Jesus. People who are the redeemed and 

transformed. People who desire God’s will and God’s purpose for our lives more than anything.  

But if Jesus life on earth showed us the way back to relationship with God, the overcoming of 

sin, death and the grave, his ascension means the way back to God’s kingdom and to bridge the 

gap of heaven and earth and the eventual end of evil and its effects to us. So, let’s see what we 

can learn from our scripture today about the ascension of Jesus and what that means for the 

kingdom of God.  

Acts 1:1-3 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 
2 
until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 

apostles he had chosen. 
3 
After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many 

convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke 

about the kingdom of God. 

Our first message note is this: 1. The ascension of Jesus proves he is living and leading us to 

the kingdom of God. 

It’s good to be reminded that Jesus appeared to his disciples and other followers after his 

resurrection. There is proof that Jesus was alive and gave instructions to his followers about the 

kingdom of God over a period of 40 days after his resurrection. During this time, not only did 

Jesus remind his followers that he was indeed alive and alive forevermore, but that he would still 

be leading them even though in a different way.  

We do not serve a god who is made from the elements of the earth. We also do not follow the 

teachings of a mere man. Although Jesus was a good man, and fully human at that, he was and is 

and always will be God. Many people have trouble believing this today. Don’t get fooled by the 

people who say, “Jesus was a good man and a good example to follow.” That is true, but it is 

missing something. Good men die, and good men can leave a legacy and influence on this earth, 

but a mere good man cannot save us from eternal death and separation from God. Good men 

cannot face God the Father for us and make us to be in right standing with God. Only God the 

Son can do that.  

Only God the Son is leading us to the kingdom of God, because Jesus, God the Son is the King 

of God’s Kingdom. We are followers of a living God who wants His creation redeemed and 

restored to live with him in eternity. He is leading us there if we will follow. 

Let’s return to the scripture: Acts 1:4-5 
4 
On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he 

gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, 

which you have heard me speak about. 
5 
For John baptized with

 
water, but in a few days you will 

be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 

Our second message note is this: 2. The ascension of Jesus sends us the gift of the Holy 

Spirit to guide us to the kingdom of God. 

 

Jesus is leading us to the kingdom of God if we will follow, but he didn’t leave his disciples to 



get to the kingdom on their own. Jesus promised the Holy Spirit would come on them and 

baptize them. He told the disciples that John baptized them with water. John baptized them to 

prepare them for the kingdom of God to come. But the Holy Spirit will carry the work of baptism 

on to lead them AND US to the kingdom of God.  

The same Holy Spirit that was hovering over the darkness and depths when God the Father said, 

“Let there be light” is the same Holy Spirit that calls us out of our spiritual darkness and brings 

us into the light of Christ.  

That same Holy Spirit is the one who reminds us of the difference between right and wrong. The 

Holy Spirit calls us to salvation and reminds us of God’s love to us. The Holy Spirit is the one 

who convicts us of our sin and helplessness and then helps us to confess Jesus Christ as Savior 

and Lord. The Spirit then gives us the strength to live out what we believe and have confessed.  

The Holy Spirit brings comfort to us when we are grieving, brings peace to our spirits when we 

are unsettled and speaks hope to us when we are hopeless. The Holy Spirit prays in our spirits 

when our minds cannot find the right words and then connects us to our heavenly Father. The 

Spirit reminds us we are God’s children, brings life to our spirits, and gives us the ability to live 

for God even in these days when the world would work against us in every way. 

The Holy Spirit gave the early disciples and us too, the ability to remember the messages and 

miracles of Jesus and tell others about the wondrous love of God in ways that other people can 

understand and relate to. All the while, living here on earth, the Holy Spirit is luring us to and 

then keeping us in the kingdom of God on earth. Even while the Spirit is keeping our citizenship 

in the kingdom of God, the Spirit is preparing us now for eternity in the kingdom of God. The 

Holy Spirit helps us to understand and live as citizens of God’s kingdom, helps us to call others 

to join us in following Jesus into the kingdom and keeps us connected with God the Father. But 

that’s not all, let’s return to the scripture.  

Acts 1:6-8 
6 
Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to 

restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
7 
He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates 

the Father has set by his own authority. 
8 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 

on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 

ends of the earth.” 

Our third message note is this: 3. The ascension of Jesus gives us reason to promote the 

kingdom of God. 

Because Jesus is alive and is in his rightful place on the throne as the King, and he has given us 

the Holy Spirit, we are to be his witnesses. Remember what a witness does? A witness is one 

who sees an event with their own eyes. So all the early disciples saw what Jesus had done and 

said. They saw his death, burial and resurrection and they saw him after he resurrected to the 

time he ascended to heaven. They went and told others about it. We are here today because of 

their witness.  

 

So you might say, “Well, how can I be a witness for something that happened over 2000 years 



ago?” Have you seen God at work in nature? Then you can be a witness. Have you seen the face 

of Jesus in someone you serve? Then you can be a witness. Have you felt peace and calm after 

praying? Then you can be a witness. Have you seen someone’s life transformed because of 

coming to Christ? Then you can be a witness. Have you recognized a change in yourself since 

you have been growing in Christ? Then you can be a witness. People came to believe in Jesus 

because of the witness of the early disciples and other followers of Jesus. But we are still called 

to promote the goodness, the transformative power and the hope of the kingdom of God no less 

today than the first disciples. And it is because we know that Jesus is alive, and has all the power 

of heaven now that we can witness for Jesus and promote the kingdom of God.  

But that is not all. Acts 1:9-11 
9 
After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a 

cloud hid him from their sight. 
10 
They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, 

when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 
11 
“Men of Galilee,” they said, “why 

do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into 

heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 

Our fourth message note is this: 4. The ascension of Jesus gives us the invitation to follow 

Jesus until God’s kingdom comes. 

As Jesus was going up, the disciples kept looking up into the air. They couldn’t help but be 

mesmerized. But then two visitors got their attention. They said, “why are you looking into the 

sky? Jesus will come back.” But what they were saying was that Jesus will not come back like he 

came the first time, as an infant to grow up with us or, humble and gentle like the lamb. He will 

come back as the lion of Judah.  He will come back as the King from heaven, ready to take the 

kingdom of God on earth into its fullness. He will come in power, strength and might. He will 

not have to go to the cross again, that work is done. But he will come to put a final end to all the 

brokenness and sinfulness and death and evil that holds us back from fully and freely 

experiencing life.  

But until he comes back, we have the invitation to kingdom living on earth. We have the purpose 

of inviting others to live into the kingdom of God. We have the power to live as kingdom people 

in a sinful and broken world. We have been called up and offered the invitation to be his people. 

So what do we do with this information? What do we do with the calling of Jesus Christ to 

follow him all the way to the kingdom? 

Well, it was a different time and different circumstances, but I think it appropriate today. 

Winston Churchill was rallying his nation’s young people to stand against the evil of the day. He 

said this: Winston Churchill: “Hear this, young men and women everywhere and proclaim it far 

and wide. The earth is yours and the fullness thereof. Be kind, but be fierce. You are needed now 

more than ever before. Take up the mantle of change, for this is your time.”  

Friends, Jesus passed the mantle, the role and responsibility to live out and carry on the works of 

the kingdom of God here on earth. We are called today just like the first disciples to carry the 

mantle and then keep passing it on to the next generation. We are to continue to call people into 

the kingdom life and the kingdom family. More than ever, we are needed to take up the mantle of 

Jesus Christ here on earth, until the world knows and until the kingdom comes. Are you ready?  


