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Acts 17:22-31 
22 
Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “People of Athens! I see 

that in every way you are very religious. 
23 
For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects 

of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. So you are ignorant of the 

very thing you worship—and this is what I am going to proclaim to you. 
24 
“The God who made the 

world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by human 

hands. 
25 
And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives 

everyone life and breath and everything else. 
26 
From one man he made all the nations, that they should 

inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their 

lands. 
27 
God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he 

is not far from any one of us. 
28 
‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ As some of your own 

poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’ 
29 
“Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think 

that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone—an image made by human design and skill. 
30 
In the 

past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent. 
31 
For he 

has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof 

of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.” 

 

We are continuing in our series, enACT. We have been looking through Acts to see what we can learn 

about our faith and being disciples of Jesus Christ in our world today. By looking at the early disciples 

and the early church. Today we are going to talk about what moved the disciples to preach and teach and 

that was their enthusiasm for this God we can know! 

 

A few years ago science headlines went crazy. “Mysterious Roman God Baffles Experts!” was the 

headline and here’s was stated: “A sculpture of a mysterious, never-before-seen Roman deity has been 

unearthed in an ancient temple in Turkey. 

The 1st century B.C. relief, of an enigmatic bearded god rising up out of a flower or plant, was 

discovered at the site of a Roman temple near the Syrian border. The ancient relief was discovered in a 

supporting wall of a medieval Christian monastery. ‘It's clearly a god, but at the moment it's difficult to 

say who exactly it is,’ said Michael Blömer, an archaeologist at the University of Muenster in Germany, 

who is excavating the site. ‘There are some elements reminiscent of ancient Near Eastern gods, as well, 

so it might be some very old god from before the Romans.’” (http://www.livescience.com/48892-

unknown-roman-god-discovered.html) 

 

This is a fascinating find, but a sad one too. This scientist was so excited about digging up a tablet with a 

carving on it of a god, made of dirt. This god made of dirt had to be unearthed, meaning it was dug up 

from the ground, from over 2000 years ago. And they call it a god as though a lump of clay with a nice 

carving on it was something worthy of worship, adoration and fascination. Perhaps a nice piece of 

artwork? But to call it a god, and at best a mysterious, never before seen god seems strange when we 

gather here to worship a living, real, involved God.  

 

But it’s not just the world of science and in particular archaeologists that get caught up in this confusion 

about who God is, or “who is the Real God” or even, “is there a God?” Some pretty famous people make 

their confusion known.  



 

Julian Barnes is a famous author and wrote the book, Nothing to Be Afraid Of. He said, “I don’t believe 

in God, but I miss him.” Can’t you feel his heart and bewilderment of having his mind made up that he 

doesn’t need to believe in God, but knowing in his heart and being, that life is missing something 

without God. 

 

Famous Actress Halle Berry has said, “I believe in God. I just don’t know if that God is Jehovah, 

Buddha or Allah.” I think it is safe to say, she speaks of an unknown god. That’s exactly where Paul was 

that day at the Areopagus. He was surrounded by the best thinkers of the day. Surrounded by those who 

loved to study, who loved to know things, who loved philosophy and debate. These people shared ideas. 

But they had a large problem. They wanted to know, to really know that they knew God, but they just 

couldn’t be satisfied. They felt they had to appease any god that came to their attention, but none of 

them were the God we can know.  

 

So Paul looked around. And Paul was a pretty intelligent man himself. He was able to hold his own in 

any intellectual or theological debate. When he saw their monument to an “unknown god” he challenged 

them. He reminded them that they had an altar for worship of this “unknown god” and then said, “So 

you are ignorant of the very thing you worship.” You would think that Paul was really giving it to them, 

but he followed up by saying, “And this is what I am going to proclaim to you.” Paul would not leave 

them without a challenge of getting to know the God who really can be known.  

 

Before you tune me out, thinking, “well I know the God that Paul is talking about and what the pastor is 

going to say” hang in there with me, because sometimes, we actually have unknown gods in our own 

lives that get in the way of our worship of THE God who can be known. God once said through the 

prophet Jeremiah (9:23-24), “This is what the Lord says: “Don’t let the wise boast in their wisdom, or 

the powerful boast in their power, or the rich boast in their riches. 24  But those who wish to boast 

should boast in this alone: that they truly know me and understand that I am the Lord who demonstrates 

unfailing love and who brings justice and righteousness to the earth, and that I delight in these things. I, 

the Lord, have spoken!”   

 

This is the God that Paul was preaching that day and this is the God that I am compelled to preach to 

you about today. However, I want us to understand that it is true that we can actually have things in our 

lives that can blind us to the living God who loves us and cares for us deeply? Could we really have 

mini-gods in our lives that keep us from that relationship with God through Jesus Christ that we all need 

and that God desires? These little gods if left unchecked, will gain our worship and allegiance and will 

become more important to us than the real and living God who deserves every place in our lives for all 

eternity. Let’s get back to the scripture to see what we can learn about unknown gods and the God who 

is made known.  

Acts 17:24 
24 
“The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live 

in temples built by human hands. 

  

Our first message note is this: 1) The God we can know created us; we did not create God. 

 

At the sound of God’s voice, earth was formed out of the formless void that was out there. At the sound 

of God’s voice, light was formed in the darkness. At the sound of God’s voice, the elements came 

together to give structure and vegetation and water and land and an ebb and flow of life on the earth. 

And from the very elements of the dirt on the ground, God made humans and put the stamp of His own 



image so that we would know God. Then the Spirit of God breathed on us to give us life that could be 

eternal life similar to the way God lives.  

 

Blaise Pascal once said, “There is a God shaped vacuum in the heart of every man which cannot be 

filled by any created thing, but only by God, the Creator, made known through Jesus.” We were made to 

know God. We were created to be loved by God. We were created by a loving, creative and beautiful 

God. So why do we look around at things in the world and try to create a god in our own image? Why 

would we look at other people or things or even feelings in the world and put them in the place of God. 

We cannot create God…not when our God is the one who made us and the animals and the plants, out of 

the dirt of the ground. All we do when we try to create God is make a mud pie that has no strength, no 

power, no compassion, no love, and nothing extraordinary. But many try. Let’s get back to the scripture.  

 

Acts 17:25 

And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life 

and breath and everything else.  

 

Our second message note is this: 2) The God we can know does not depend on us; we depend on 

God. 

  

God is the one who breathed life into humanity. God is also the One who provided for everything we 

would ever need. God made air for us to breathe. God made water for us to drink. God made food to 

grow from the ground for us. God made the sun and then made the earth with the moon and the stars to 

move around the sun so that there would be seasons of rest and growth. God made the time for us so that 

we could mark off seasons and would know when to do what.  

 

And how often do we put the things of the world ahead of God? We tend to make those mini-gods out of 

things that were never meant to take the place of our dependency on God Almighty. If we think about it, 

we might unearth some of those unknown gods when we think about what we depend on in life. I once 

heard someone say, “If you want to know what your god is, take out your checkbook and see where your 

money goes.” There is a truth there. What do we spend our money on before giving generously to God’s 

mission on earth through the church? What are we depending on when we have to do other things before 

even thinking about God each day? Do we depend on that checkbook or the God who gave us the ability 

to work and earn the resources in that checkbook? Do we depend on our prestige in the community or 

depend on the God who wants to be known through our influence in the community? Do we depend on 

our own strength to get things done or the God who wonderfully and fearfully created us to be in 

relationship with Him first? But the truth is, at the end of the day, we really do depend on God. And the 

other part of that truth is that God does not really depend on us, but never forget that God wants us to 

live the life that He created for us. 

 

Let’s get back to the scripture:  Acts 17:26-28a 
26 
From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out 

their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands. 
27 
God did this so that they would seek 

him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from any one of us. 
28 
‘For in him 

we live and move and have our being.’  

 

Our third message note is this: 3) The God we can know reveals our destiny; when we seek to know 

God. 

 



God created the first human from the dirt of the ground. God created humankind, male and female he 

created them as Genesis records. And all the people we see around us, come from those same people. 

God told Adam and Eve to go and populate the earth. They were given the mission of caring for the 

earth. We are all supposed to be stewards of the earth. But what happened when Adam and Eve 

disobeyed God? What happened when they chose to not seek to know God but seek to find their own 

way?  

 

That’s when God had to say to Adam in Genesis 3:17-18, ““Cursed is the ground because of you; 

through painful toil you will eat food from it all the days of your life. 
18 
It will produce thorns and 

thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field. 
19 
By the sweat of your brow you will eat your 

food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will 

return.” 

 

The God we can know reveals our destiny to us. That is a destiny of relationship with God, using our 

God given gifts and talents to be fruitful in all that we do and to help others to know this God too. But 

what happens when we seek our own destiny? A lot of painful toil. A lot of thistles and sweat. It gets us 

a lot of work with no real lasting results and certainly doesn’t lead to the destiny of eternal life. That 

creating our own destiny or forging our own way is another one of those little unknown gods that needs 

to be unearthed and called out for what it is until we put it in its place under the Lordship of the God 

who really can be known. Let’s return to the scripture:  

 

Acts 17:30-31 
30 
In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent. 

31 
For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has 

given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.” 

 

Our fourth message note is this: 4) The God we can know has proven His rightful authority by the 

resurrection of Jesus. 

 

What do we do with what we have learned? Paul said that in the past, God had a way of overlooking the 

ignorance of humanity. But to those who have heard the message of Jesus Christ, to those who have seen 

the difference that Jesus makes in this world we should set the example of giving Jesus the rightful place 

in our lives and in our worship. If the God who can raise Jesus from the dead does not want to remain 

anonymous, then shouldn’t we give him the throne in our lives? If God wants a relationship with His 

creation, that’s you and me, then shouldn’t we take note and give him our commitment, our honor, our 

worship, our very lives? 

 

This is the God who can be known. Paul looked around and realized that the people in Athens wanted to 

KNOW God, they wanted knowledge but what they really wanted was to know the source of wisdom 

and knowledge. They wanted to know the source of all that is. Friends we can know that source today. 

Friends we should know the source but sometimes let other things crowd out the God who made us and 

still calls out to our souls each day. Won’t you listen out for Him today? That God, OUR God is the God 

we can know. 

 

 

 

 


