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Matthew 4:1-11 
1
 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 
2
 After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 

3
 The tempter came to 

him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” 
4
 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every 

word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 
5
 Then the devil took him to the holy 

city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. 
6
 “If you are the Son of 

God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written: “‘He will command his 

angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not 

strike your foot against a stone.’” 
7
 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do 

not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 
8
 Again, the devil took him to a very high 

mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 
9
 “All 

this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.” 
10
 Jesus said 

to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and 

serve him only.’” 
11
 Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. 

{NIV11} 

  

We are beginning a new sermon series today, called No Shortcuts. Throughout this 

season of Lent we’ll be discussing the need to take God’s plan of action for our 

lives and not try to take shortcuts. Shortcuts usually cut us short in life and take us 

down long roads leading to nowhere pretty fast. But the basic struggle with taking 

God’s path in life or the shortcut is the difference in doing life my way or God’s 

way. In fact that’s what we see in our scripture today as the tempter, or the devil, 

Satan entices Jesus to go his own way and not do things as God has said. We are 

faced with the same struggles today. 

 

In fact I am reminded of a scene from Star Wars: Episode V, The Empire Strikes 

Back from 1980. In that scene, Luke Skywalker is learning how to be a Jedi, a 

warrior for the side of the force which was for good. Yoda, Luke’s teacher, 

explains to Luke that he needs to watch out for the dark side. Luke asks Yoda, “Is 

the dark side stronger?” to which Yoda responds, “No, no, no. Quicker, easier, 

more seductive.” Then Luke asks, “But how am I to know the good side from the 

bad?” Yoda explains to him, “You will know…when you are calm, at peace, 

passive.” 



Taking shortcuts to us looks easier, looks quicker and always looks more 

seductive. The shortcut wants to draw us in. But it is not stronger than following 

God’s plan, and it certainly will not gain us life, peace or strength for the day. But 

we will know we are on God’s plan when we feel the calm and peace that only 

God can give us. 

 

Let’s get back to the Scripture and see what shortcuts do to us and why we should 

be quick to say no to the shortcut and yes to God’s plan for us. 

 

Matthew 4:1-4 
1
 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 

2
 After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 

3
 The tempter came to 

him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” 
4
 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every 

word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 

 

Our first message note is this: 1) Shortcuts reveal where our faith is placed. 

  

Satan’s first temptation for Jesus was to take the shortcut to get what he wanted the 

quick way. Jesus could have turned the stones into bread at any point. Satan 

tempted Jesus to try to tell him to get the bread he wanted, to fulfill his desires on 

his own, in his own way and in his timeframe. Satan tried to convince Jesus that all 

he really needed in life at that moment was bread. But Jesus reminded the devil 

that the first bread we should desire is the Word of God. Jesus reminded the devil 

that God would provide for his needs as he needed them, but we are to rely on God 

first and foremost.  

 

Jesus did not take the shortcut to self-satisfaction and self-gratification, but rather 

took the bold step to stand on God’s word and put God first in life. Martin Luther 

wrote, “The sin underneath all our sins is to trust the lie of the serpent that we 

cannot trust the love and grace of Christ and must take matters into our own 

hands”.” 

 

This is what happened to Adam and Eve in the garden. They were tempted to take 

the fruit by the devil on the same premise, a lie that they had to take matters into 

their own hands. So they believed the lie and disregarded the truth of God’s love. 

The Shortcut would have us to disregard God’s love for us through Christ. Let’s 

not take that shortcut, it shortcuts our faith and cuts short our relationship with 

God.  

 



Let’s get back to the scripture. Matthew 4:5-7 
5
 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of 

the temple. 
6
 “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is 

written: “‘He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in 

their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 
7
 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the 

test.’” 

 

Our second message note is this: 2) Shortcuts substitute our will for God’s will. 

  

Let’s set the image here. Jerusalem is set way on top of a hill. It’s not quite as tall 

as the mountain range here in North Carolina, but it is 2500 to 3000 feet above sea 

level. Then the Temple was built right on top of the highest point. So imagine if 

you will, that the devil took Jesus to the highest point on the tallest building of the 

biggest hill in the area. They were looking into the clouds no doubt. Then the devil 

says, “Jump.” 

 

It’s not a good idea to jump after every whim. It’s not a good idea to jump after 

everything we want in life thinking that we’ll be satisfied if we just get this next 

thing. We jump on the next big diet plan. We jump for the next get rich plan. We 

jump to order the next best gadget. The truth is, we often lose more than we stand 

to gain if we keep doing life this way. Sometimes, it’s hard to use self-restraint and 

wait for God’s will for our lives. But if we take the shortcut, we stand to lose time, 

money, relationships, hope or even our lives.  

 

The temptation would have been for Jesus to take God’s protection for granted. 

Many people today take God for granted or at the very least, they often tempt fate 

thinking that it won’t hurt anything. But, going about life, living only for ourselves 

and what we want, will only leave us feeling empty and quite frankly, dead on the 

inside, even if it doesn’t put our lives literally in danger. 

 

Let’s return to the scripture and look at more of the damage that can come from 

taking shortcuts. 

 

Matthew 4:8-10 
8
 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 

kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 
9
 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if 

you will bow down and worship me.” 

 

Our third message note is this: 3) Shortcuts detour us from our true destiny. 



Jesus is truly, God in flesh, true God of true God, begotten not created. Jesus is to 

be worshiped and while on earth, he made sure to point others back to worshiping 

God in truth and wholeness. We owe allegiance to God first and foremost in our 

lives. We give God alone the throne of our lives. Every shortcut will cut short our 

true destiny. Every time we give in to the wrong kind of temptation, every time we 

give in to that sin, every time we chose to live for that thing that takes us away 

from true devotion to God, we are taken from the true destiny, the fullness of life 

that God desires for us.  

 

You have probably heard of the famous Boxer Lennox Lewis. He is famous for 

holding the undisputed world heavyweight title in boxing. He this about shortcuts:  

“I’ve found that taking shortcuts will get you to the place you don’t want to be 

much quicker than they get you to the place you want to be.”  

 

I’m certain that he couldn’t take shortcuts to becoming the record holding boxer 

that he is. Had he not followed the right diet, the right exercise protocol, practices 

and learning new techniques, he likely would have been detoured in life and the 

title for undisputed world heavyweight would have gone to someone else.  

 

Here are some examples of shortcuts that detour us from our destiny: 

1) Taking the easiest way possible. 

2) Settling for the way things are. 

3) Leaving everything to chance. 

4) Following the crowd. 

5) Putting things off. 

6) Ignoring people instead of forgiving them. 

7) Cutting corners in relationships. 

 

We are all tempted to do these things. But let’s look to Jesus who even though he 

is God, he was in very real flesh when he was tempted by the devil. Jesus knew 

God’s word and Jesus knew that going by the devils schemes would go against 

everything God wanted in Jesus, through Jesus and for us. Jesus, didn’t take the 

shortcut that would have run away from the cross, but he went boldly and bravely 

toward the cross. This Lenten season, together, we are going to take the path 

toward the cross, knowing that the fullness of salvation is found there.  

 

And what better way to begin the season than to partake of the Last Supper and 

remember what Jesus has done for us and called us to do.   

 

 



1 Corinthians 11:23-26 reminds us: 
23 
For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on 

the night he was betrayed, took bread, 
24 
and when he had given thanks, he broke it 

and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 
25 
In 

the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant 

in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
26 
For 

whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death 

until he comes.  

 

And through this we are reminded that Jesus, took no shortcuts. Jesus offered his 

very body, his very life so that we can have true life. We need not trust or invest in 

any other way or we will be cut short of God’s best.  The path to the cross seems 

difficult and painful, but there at the cross we find Jesus who has suffered for our 

transgressions so that we can find freedom and our true destiny in life. At the cross 

we will find strength to journey the path God has called us to without shortcuts. 

And in this communion we are reminded that in this we proclaim the Lord’s death 

and because of it, our life! 

 

Let us pray: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of 

bread and the vine. Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ that we may 

be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. By your Spirit make us 

one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, until 

Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet. Through your 

Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and glory is 

yours, almighty Father, now and forever. And now with the confidence of children 

of God let us pray: 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER:   (In Unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come, Thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, the 

power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

1 Corinthians 10:16-17 says: 
16 
Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the 

blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of 

Christ? 
17 
Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all 

share the one loaf.  

 



 


