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John 9:1-11 

As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 
2 
And his disciples asked him, 

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 
3 
Jesus 

answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of 

God might be displayed in him. 
4 
We must work the works of him who sent me 

while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 
5 
As long as I am in the 

world, I am the light of the world.” 
6 
Having said these things, he spit on the 

ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man's eyes with the 

mud 
7 
and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he 

went and washed and came back seeing. 
8 
The neighbors and those who had seen 

him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not the man who used to sit and 

beg?” 
9 
Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He kept 

saying, “I am the man.” 
10 

So they said to him, “Then how were your eyes 

opened?” 
11 

He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes 

and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed and received my 

sight.” 

 

We’re continuing in our series, No Shortcuts. Through this season of Lent and as 

we approach the Easter celebration we are looking at the need for followers of 

Christ to take the route that leads to the fullness of relationship with God and not 

get stuck on the shortcuts. Today’s scripture shows how the right path of God can 

be right in front of us and yet, we can still be blind enough to take the shortcut and 

miss out on seeing Jesus at work. You see, there are the blind seeing and the seeing 

blind in the world. In other words as Henry David Thoreau said, “it’s not what you 

look at that matters, it’s what you see.”  

 

Here’s another way of “seeing” what I’m talking about. I heard this story, I don’t 

know if it is true or not, but it illustrates the point. There was a border agent 

working the highway border one day when a fellow in a truck pulled up. The agent 

was suspicious so he asked the man to get out of the truck so that he could search 

the vehicle. The agent opened all the doors, pulled the panels off, searched the 

hood and the trunk, pulled the bumpers off but he couldn’t find anything illegal. So 

he had to let the man go on through the border. Well, the very next week, the same 



man came through the border and the same agent was on duty. The agent is still 

suspicious and looks the truck over but still finds nothing for which he can detain 

the man. This exchange took place over many years. The agent ordered full-body 

searches, x-rays, canine search crews and anything he could think of but nothing 

proved any illegal activity. So each time the man would drive his truck through the 

border and every time the agent was suspicious.  

 

After all the years passed by the border agent was ready to retire. During his last 

week, the man in the truck came through. The agent said, “Look, I know you are a 

smuggler. Don’t deny it. You and I both know you’ve been getting away with 

something, but I can’t figure it out. So, since I’m retiring and I can’t bring any 

charges against you at this point, tell me please, what have you been smuggling?” 

The driver looked at him and winked and said, “Trucks.”  

So you see, whatever we are looking for can be right in front of us, the real 

question is “What do we see when we are looking?” Let’s return to our scripture 

today and see what God’s word says to us. 

 

John 9:1-4 

As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 
2 
And his disciples asked him, 

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 
3 
Jesus 

answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of 

God might be displayed in him. 
4 
We must work the works of him who sent me 

while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work.  

 

Our first message note is:  

1) Disappointment with the past often distracts us from God’s future. 

  

Sometimes we focus our gaze on the past and we get stuck. We think about what 

happened then, what happened when, and would could have been if our choices 

had been different. Disappointment keeps us staring at the same old thing and 

keeps us from turning our gaze on Jesus. 

 

We see in the scripture here that the disciples actually were focused on the wrong 

thing at the wrong time. When Jesus and the disciples saw the blind man, the 

disciples asked Jesus whose sin, the man or the parents, that the man was blind. 

They were fixated on this question: Who sinned?  

 

Did the man sin? Did the parents sin? The short answer is Yes! Scripture is clear in 

Romans 3:23, “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” But Jesus 

doesn’t really address this situation in the moment. 



 

Jesus answers the real question sort of: “Whose sin caused the man to be born 

blind?” Jesus said no one. Jesus said, “it was not that this man sinned, or his 

parents.” Rather Jesus would show God’s handiwork in this situation. Jesus was 

telling the disciples and us today too, don’t get caught up in the disappointment of 

the past. Quit trying to figure out the “if only” and the “I wish I would have” and 

the “maybe if I’d have done…” and open your eyes and see Jesus. Look at what 

Jesus is doing now, look at how Jesus is opening up a brand new future! 

 

 

John 9:5-7 

 
5 
As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 

6 
Having said these 

things, he spit on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the 

man's eyes with the mud 
7 
and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” 

(which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing. 

 

Our second message note is:  

2) Jesus’ grace loves you where you are but won’t leave you where you are. 

 

Jesus could have left the man sitting there in his blindness after simply answering 

the questions of the disciples. They could have made it a good teaching moment. 

Instead Jesus turned it into a GREAT teaching moment about his mission on the 

earth. As long as Jesus is the light and the light has dawned upon us, then Jesus 

turns the worst of life that we have into the best of life that God gives. But let’s 

think about this from the perspective of the blind man before Jesus healed him. 

I looked up the question of “What do blind people see?” on the internet. (found at: 

https://www.quora.com/What-do-blind-people-see) They interviewed people who 

were blind and here are some of the answers: 

Blind from birth - Nothing. I never saw anything. Therefore, I cannot see black 

because I do not know what black is. I see abyss as I do not now nor have I ever 

seen anything to have a knowledge of what anything is. 

Went totally blind - Utter darkness - Staring into the depths of night. An endless 

hole that you could fall into but never come out of. Sometimes, there are little 

sparks of light like when you rub your eyes too hard, but this is not real light. 

Light Perception - Shadows - Shapes and figures but nothing really can be made 

out. I can tell if lights are on or off but that is about it. 

Legally Blind - Varies by person but generally - Looking through wax paper. I can 

tell large objects and familiar people. Things may either have to be very close or a 

certain color for me to see.  



 

Imagine if the man experienced, nothingness, and abyss all the days of his life. It 

was not a time when there were services for the blind people, so all he could do in 

life, was beg. He couldn’t see light or life going on around him. He couldn’t 

engage in anything much besides begging and surviving day to day. In walks Jesus 

who sees his abyss. Jesus sees that the major problem is not the man’s sin or even 

his blindness. The major problem is that the man is so far in the nothingness of his 

sight, that he cannot even perceive that God is right there with him. 

 

Jesus could have left the man sitting in the dirt, but instead, Jesus restored the man. 

Jesus brought him from the depths of the abyss, the depths of darkness and 

nothingness, and opened his eyes and his life to the light. Jesus totally transformed 

the man. And here’s something else. Jesus took the dirt and transformed it into a 

healing salve. Jesus even transformed the dirt used to heal the man. But that’s one 

of those nice to know insights, not a necessity to know. 

 

Jesus longs to do the same for you and me today! Jesus already loves us where we 

are. But Jesus doesn’t want to leave us in the abyss in which we sit today. Jesus 

longs to transform all that we have, into something new and beautiful that reflects 

God’s glory. And when we allow him to do this, he really does change our sight. 

We will see things differently. What happens to the man after his healing gives us 

a clue about how blind people can see and seeing people can be blind. 

 

You see, the man born blind, now seeing begins walking around the temple court. 

People begin to talk saying, “Wasn’t this the man who was born blind?” and 

“Didn’t we see him begging?” So the Pharisees caught the commotion and began 

to ask questions too. One important thing was that Jesus healed this man on the 

Sabbath. Certainly, said the Pharisees, if this man who healed you was a true man 

of God, he wouldn’t have healed you on the Sabbath. 

 

The man who couldn’t see before, now is beginning not only to “see” with his 

eyes, but he is seeing with his heart and his mind. He proclaims that the one who 

healed him had to be from God and that the Pharisees were indeed the ones making 

Jesus out to be some regular guy who was pulling a prank. So the Pharisees who 

should have known what Messiah would do when he came, the Pharisees who 

were the leaders among the religious people, the Pharisees who should have been 

the first to praise God from whom all blessings flow, were the ones who threw the 

man out of the temple and began to discredit Jesus all the more. Here’s what 

happened next. 

 



John 9:35-41 
35 

Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you 

believe in the Son of Man?” 
36 

He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may 

believe in him?” 
37 

Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is 

speaking to you.” 
38 

He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 
39 

Jesus 

said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see may see, and 

those who see may become blind.” 
40 

Some of the Pharisees near him heard these 

things, and said to him, “Are we also blind?” 
41 

Jesus said to them, “If you were 

blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains. 

 

Our third message note is this: 

3) Only Jesus’ touch can open eyes to new perspectives and new possibilities. 

 

Jesus asks the man if he believes in him. The man, now having his eyes fully 

opened is ready to receive the life giving message of salvation. Jesus restored his 

sight so that he could see with his eyes which opened the eyes of his heart which 

prepared him for salvation.  He is ready for a new perspective. He is ready for the 

new possibilities of the new life in Christ. 

 

Let’s contrast this with the Pharisees who, though they could see perfectly well, 

had shut their spiritual eyes to the reality of the promised Messiah standing right in 

front of them. They make the saying, “a blind man who sees is better than a seeing 

man who is blind” true. 

 

I heard this story recently about a cab driver who was driving around some people 

in his cab. Because the driver had on an NFL Superbowl jacket, the people in the 

cab began to ask him who he thought was the greatest quarterback ever. Without 

hesitation he said, “John Elway.” He evidently loved John Elway. He went on and 

on about other great quarterbacks but his favorite was John Elway. The people in 

the cab asked him if he would recognize John Elway if he saw him. He said “of 

course.” The people in the cab said, “hey, look in the backseat. Do you see 

anybody you recognize?” The cab driver takes a good look in the back and what to 

his surprise… What he didn’t know, was that John Elway was in the back seat, 

laughing the whole time. 

 

The cab driver says, “We have to get a picture!” “Will you please let me take a 

picture with John Elway?” Of course he does.  

 

But here’s the point of the story. Just like the man in the cab who had John Elway 

with him, he didn’t see him until his eyes were opened. The Pharisees had God in 



flesh standing right in front of them but they were blind and guilty remaining in 

their blindness. The blind man saw Jesus and his life was transformed when he 

began to see Jesus for who Jesus is. 

 

How about us? Are we going to take the shortcut that leaves us where we are, 

failing to see and participate in the great things that God is doing all around us or 

are we going to open our eyes, take in what Jesus is doing and be filled with the 

Spirit of God? We have a choice today. What will you do? Be among the seeing 

blind, or let Jesus in and be the once blind who now see… 

 

 


