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John 4:4-19 
4 
Now he had to go through Samaria. 

5 
So he came to a town in Samaria called 

Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 
6 
Jacob’s well 

was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was 

about noon. 
7 
When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, 

“Will you give me a drink?” 
8 
(His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) 

9 
The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. 

How can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) 
10 

Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a 

drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.” 
11 

“Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. 

Where can you get this living water? 
12 

Are you greater than our father Jacob, who 

gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?” 
13 

Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 
14 

but 

whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give 

them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 
15 

The 

woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to 

keep coming here to draw water.” 
16 

He told her, “Go, call your husband and 

come back.” 
17 

“I have no husband,” she replied. Jesus said to her, “You are right 

when you say you have no husband. 
18 

The fact is, you have had five husbands, and 

the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.” 
19 

“Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 

 

 

We are continuing in our series, No Shortcuts. Through these 40 days of Lent we 

are examining the need to follow God’s path for our lives and not take shortcuts 

that would make us fall short of all that God has in store for us. Sometimes the 

ways of God are not the easiest or most fun, but they are the best.  

 

We as humans want thing want things easy and fast in life. We want the fastest 

way to make money, the easiest way to do chores and quickest way to get where 

we’re going. Whatever promises to make our way easier is what we go chasing 

after. I think that is why fast food has had such an impact on our culture.  



Let’s look over some slogans to see what Fast Food has promised us over the 

years. 

� “Eat Fresh” is the promise of Subway.  

� Carl’s Jr. says they are “Making people happy through food.”  

� KFC promises that “We do chicken right” and that their 

chicken is “Finger-lickin’ good.” And of course “Nobody does chicken like 

KFC.” 

� McDonald’s says, “I’m lovin’ it” and “You deserve a break 

today.” And of course they are the home of the Happy Meal. 

� Wendy’s who used to ask, “Where’s the Beef” now promises 

that “It’s better here” and you should “Do what tastes right.” 

� And the simplest promise of the food world comes from IHOP. 

They promise, “Come hungry. Leave happy.”  

� Then there’s good ole Burger King who is “The Home of the 

Whopper” where it’s “Your Way Right Away!” and “Sometimes you’ve got 

to break the rules” and when you get there you can definitely “Have it your 

way.” 

 

But I heard this to kind of balance it out: “Anyone promoting Jesus as some Burger 

King, who lets you “have it your way,” is trying to sell you a Whopper.” (Accessed 

3-15-17, found at: https://fulcrumexpress.files.wordpress.com/2013/10/burger-

king-jesus-e1381928745347.png) 

 

The fast food world makes lots of promises from food done fast, food done right, 

and happiness, to having it your way all the time. Basically they promise that if 

you eat with them all your troubles will go away and you’ll be happy, healthy and 

satisfied. But the truth is, like the woman in our story today, we know that any 

satisfaction we gain is quickly taken away and we’ll be hungry again, and we’ll 

also be unhappy and unsatisfied again. Jesus is calling us to new waters of 

satisfaction, happiness and fullness that we’ll never find on the fast track or rather 

the Shortcut. We have to slow down to spend time with Jesus to find true 

fulfillment in life. Let’s see what we can learn from our scripture today 

 

John 4:7-10 
7 
When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, 

“Will you give me a drink?” 
8 
(His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) 

9 
The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. 

How can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) 
10 

Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a 

drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.” 

 



Our first message note is this: 1) The salvation Jesus offers is the answer to 

the deepest needs of life. 

Have you ever noticed how Jesus encounters a very real and basic situation in life, 

like thirst for water and then turns it into an opportunity to talk about the most 

basic need in life, salvation? 

  
Jesus was thirsty, but he knew the woman coming to the well was thirsty too. But 

Jesus in true typical Jesus fashion, knows that the woman has more than a physical 

thirst and that she needed more than just water. What she needed was new life.  

 

We all have a similar spiritual thirst. Too often we ignore it. We take the short cut 

thinking if we just get this next thing, that new car or a set of new clothes, or go to 

the next level of our job or school, or the game we like to play or whatever it is, 

that we’ll be happy. We miss the filling of our deepest of needs in life when we try 

to have a relationship anywhere but with Jesus.  

 

John Piper said this: “The key to Christian living is a thirst and hunger for God. 

And one of the main reasons people do not understand or experience the 

sovereignty of grace and the way it works through the awakening of sovereign joy 

is that their hunger and thirst for God is so small.” 

 

Piper says we don’t thirst or hunger for God enough. In this this day of instant 

satisfaction and gratification and quick achievement we don’t have to hunger. We 

all want to stop the pain so we fill it with the quickest remedy we can find instead 

of slowing down at the well to talk to Jesus about what it is we need and finding 

out what he has to offer. We all need to stop in front of the well. 

 

Let’s revisit the scripture: John 4:15-18 
15 

The woman said to him, “Sir, give me 

this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.” 
16 

He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.” 
17 

“I have no husband,” 

she replied. Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. 
18 

The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your 

husband. What you have just said is quite true.” 

 

Our second message note is this: 2) People will go to great lengths to quench a 

thirst that only Jesus can satisfy. 

 

There’s a scene in the movie Castaway where Tom Hanks is desperately trying to 

find a clean source of water or something to drink that will quench his thirst while 

he is castaway on the island. He comes to a grove of coconuts and sees the answer 



to his need. However, he expends so much energy and time trying to open the 

coconut it exhausts him. His throws it against the tree. He pounds it on rocks. 

Finally one of the rocks breaks and gives off a sharp edge that he can use as a tool. 

He breaks open the coconut and only a drop or two of the juice comes out. He then 

has to open another coconut to more to drink. But it isn’t enough to really quench 

his thirst. He’ll have to open many more coconuts in order to quench his thirst.  

 

We have a human problem just like that. The woman at the well kept going from 

man to man to five men, plus the one she was with who didn’t marry her. She kept 

trying to satisfy her need for love, for human compassion, for companionship in 

the relationship with a man. So many people get caught up in this. Relationships 

are very important and people need each other. But when we use the relationship to 

fill that need in us that only God can truly fill, it’s like Tom Hanks trying to open 

the coconut. We’ll send time and energy and do very wrong things to try to fill the 

need for love and companionship. Some people will ruin their marriages and 

families. It only leads to brokenness upon brokenness.  

 

How many of us have lost time and energy on going after things that only 

temporarily satisfy. Drugs and alcohol do the same. Think about that alcohol. It 

may give a good feeling for a while but it keeps calling. It says to us that we can’t 

go on unless we have more and more. Some people spend lots of money and ruin 

many relationships because of a lack of control. Drugs do same. They keep us 

spending all our money, time and energy and only take us down a path that leads to 

ruin.  

 

Power, influence and control do the same things. Anything that makes us feel 

important in the world can minimize the importance of a relationship with Jesus 

Christ. Yes, we are needed in our families and our places of employment, but truth 

be told, our influence and power or control in certain situations is nothing if we are 

not leading with the influence of Christ in us. We have to let Jesus quench that 

desire for control and the like. 

 

God once called his people out for trying to quench their thirst in life the wrong 

way. Jeremiah 2:13 says:  “For my people have committed a double evil: They 

have abandoned me, the fountain of living water, and dug cisterns for themselvesF 

—Fcracked cisterns that cannot hold water.” 

 

God says, the people of Israel had turned away from the living water that only God 

can offer. But the problem didn’t stop there. They were going after waters that they 

would supply for themselves. They were trying to save themselves and bring 



satisfaction and fullness in life on their own. Once again, they not only turned their 

backs on following God, but they added to the situation by saying they wanted 

their own way. They wanted their own way, without God. God is the One who had 

led them through the wilderness and given them water when they needed it. God 

had taken care of them and led them and took them to safe places and when they 

felt safe, they turned their backs on God and went their own way.   

 

We tend to do that today don’t we? Maybe we have met Jesus at the well and 

we’ve drunk from the waters of his security, peace and love. But the world started 

calling again. Those temptations came calling and we looked the other way and 

started chasing after them to fill us. We put down our Bible for reading that book 

that’s been calling, we quit on the prayer time for an extra 15 minutes of sleep. We 

skip church or Bible study or Christian fellowship. Only Jesus can truly satisfy us, 

always. But we have to come to the well. Because we can’t get to the water on our 

own. 

 

The woman at the well continues to speak with Jesus. John 4:25-26 
25 

The woman 

said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will 

explain everything to us.” 
26 

Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I 

am he.” 

 

Let’s remember that the woman was interested. 

John 4:15a 
15 

The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water…” 

 

Our third message note is this: 3) When Jesus invites you to the well of living 

water: drink deeply! 
 

What took Jesus to the well that day? He was thirsty, yes, but he saw something 

ahead that needed his attention. The woman would be there and she needed to 

know of the living waters. Jesus knew she was thirsty in more than one way. All 

humans are thirsty spiritually. None of us is immune to it. And Jesus calls us to the 

well today to meet him there and to drink deeply. 

 

Blaise Pascal once said: “There is a God shaped vacuum in the heart of every man 

which cannot be filled by any created thing, but only by God, the creator, made 

known through Jesus.” 

 

We all have a God shaped vacuum in our heart. The thing about a vacuum is that it 

is going to keep on sucking something into it. It was made to welcome God into 

that space in our being. We can meet Jesus at the well or we can ignore him. We 



can take the shortcut and run after the ways the world tries to satisfy our thirst. We 

can try to control our surroundings and sway the crowd to always be on our side. 

We can fill our time with the television or the internet and the images we see there. 

Or we can spend time at the well.  

 

Today, we all stand before the well. Are you ready to drink deeply from the well? 

Revelation 22:17 says: “Both the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” Let anyone 

who hears, say, “Come!” Let the one who is thirsty come. Let the one who desires 

take the water of life freely.” 

 

Friends, it’s time to stop chasing after the shortcut, the waters that are temporary, 

that won’t last, the bring disappointment. It’s time to come to the well and drink 

freely, drink deeply and passionately for a relationship with Jesus Christ that will 

bring the living waters. What is your decision today when you meet Jesus at the 

well? I hope you take him in deeply! 

 


