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Scripture: Acts 2:1-11 
1
 On the day of Pentecost all the believers were meeting together in one 

place.
2 
Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm, and it filled the house 

where they were sitting. 
3 
Then, what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of 

them. 
4 
And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages, as the Holy 

Spirit gave them this ability. 
5 
At that time there were devout Jews from every nation living in Jerusalem.

6 
When 

they heard the loud noise, everyone came running, and they were bewildered to hear their own languages being 

spoken by the believers. 
7 
They were completely amazed. “How can this be?” they exclaimed. “These people 

are all from Galilee, 
8 
and yet we hear them speaking in our own native languages! 

9 
Here we are—Parthians, 

Medes, Elamites, people from Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus, the province of Asia, 
10 
Phrygia, 

Pamphylia, Egypt, and the areas of Libya around Cyrene, visitors from Rome 
11 
(both Jews and converts to 

Judaism), Cretans, and Arabs. And we all hear these people speaking in our own languages about the 

wonderful things God has done!”   

This is our final time with the enACT series and it is Pentecost. Somehow it almost seems fitting that we’ll 

leave this series dealing with the power that was really behind the beginning of the church and its movement 

through the world and through time. After Jesus had returned to heaven to take his throne as King of Kings and 

Lord of Lords, he left the disciples with one last bit of instructions. They were to return to Jerusalem and wait 

for the Spirit to come to them and then they would go out into the world to spread the Good News.  

So on that day of Pentecost, they were together in one place, praying and they were interrupted with a fire. Have 

you ever seen those signs beside elevators in a building where it looks like someone is running down the stairs 

with the fire chasing them? It really is trying to say, take the stairs because you could get trapped in an elevator, 

but it always looks like the fire is chasing the little person down the stairs.  

Well, that’s exactly what the fire of the Holy Spirit was doing to the disciples. Those flaming tongues of fire 

were chasing the disciples and catching them. They had to run out and share the fire so to speak so that others 

would want to catch the fire too. These men were ALL FIRED UP! And here’s what we can learn from them. 

Let’s get back to the scripture.  Acts 2:4 
4 
And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and began 

speaking in other languages, as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability.
 
 

And I’d like to add this that Peter reminded everyone of: Acts 2:17a 
17 
‘In the last days,’ God says, ‘I will pour 

out my Spirit upon all people… 

Our first message note is this: 1) The Spirit is for all people.  

 The Holy Spirit is for all people! The Holy Spirit was poured out on everyone who was there and available to 

be filled with this new zeal and new strength. The fire and the wind of the Spirit touched them, like our pictures 

earlier, the fire caught up with them and they let it consume them. Remember this was a spiritual fire. It was a 

fire that helped them to realize that Jesus fulfilled his promises. It was a fire that reminded them that they had a 

mission on earth. It was the fire in their souls that reached their mouths and then their feet and it had them on 

the move.  

But remember, God had promised in Old Testament days through the prophet Joel that there would be a day 

when God would pour out his Spirit on all people. Peter remembered that promise that day. He looked around 

and realized that he was actually one of them that was part of the fulfillment of the prophecy. And you know 

what? If we make ourselves available to the Spirit today, we can be a part of that fulfillment of prophecy too 

because the Spirit is for all people, not just some.  



Let’s return to our scripture: Acts 2:5-11 
5 
At that time there were devout Jews from every nation living in 

Jerusalem.
6 
When they heard the loud noise, everyone came running, and they were bewildered to hear their 

own languages being spoken by the believers. 
7 
They were completely amazed. “How can this be?” they 

exclaimed. “These people are all from Galilee, 
8 
and yet we hear them speaking in our own native 

languages! 
9 
Here we are—Parthians, Medes, Elamites, people from Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus, 

the province of Asia, 
10 
Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, and the areas of Libya around Cyrene, visitors from 

Rome 
11 
(both Jews and converts to Judaism), Cretans, and Arabs. And we all hear these people speaking in our 

own languages about the wonderful things God has done!” 

And I’d like to add this that Peter reminded everyone of:  Acts 2:17b-18 Your sons and daughters will prophesy. 

Your young men will see visions, and your old men will dream dreams. 
18 
In those days I will pour out my Spirit 

even on my servants—men and women alike—and they will prophesy. 

Our second message note is this: 2) The message is for all people. 

 It’s not just that the Spirit is for all people, but the message of the Spirit is for all people. The Spirit of God 

desires a place in your life, but the message explains why. The message of the Spirit is that God wants to be in 

relationship with all people. God wants to redeem and reconcile ALL of us. The message of salvation and 

redemption is not just for some people, it is for all people.  

That’s why we need to allow the Spirit a place in our lives. There are people all around us who desperately need 

to know the message of Jesus Christ. They need to know the love and compassion God has for them. And all 

too often, we don’t know how to express it. All too often, the world only sees one part of our message and they 

don’t hear the truth of the message. Let me explain this a different way. Let’s revisit part of the scripture and 

see how the message is for all people.  

Acts 2:5-9 
5 
At that time there were devout Jews from every nation living in Jerusalem.

6 
When they heard the 

loud noise, everyone came running, and they were bewildered to hear their own languages being spoken by the 

believers. 
7 
They were completely amazed. “How can this be?” they exclaimed. “These people are all from 

Galilee, 
8 
and yet WE HEAR them speaking in our own native languages! 

9 
Here we are—Parthians, Medes, 

Elamites, people from Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus, the province of Asia, 

The message is for: a) all to hear  

People, all people need to hear the message. But they won’t hear the message unless someone speaks it. Let’s 

take a look at that: 

Acts 2:17b-18 Your sons and daughters will prophesy. Your young men will see visions, and your old men will 

dream dreams. 
18 
In those days I will pour out my Spirit even on my servants—men and women alike—and 

THEY WILL PROPHESY. 

The message is for: b) all to speak 

The message of the fulfillment of God’s promises is for all to hear and all to speak. When the Holy Spirit fills 

us and we hear the message and we feel the power of the message, we want to speak the message. When people 

see the difference God makes in our lives, they are usually more willing to listen. But we have to remember that 

the people only hear what we speak when we speak it so they can hear. It might be a different language, but it 

also might be a kind word to someone who is yelled at all the time. It might be a hopeful word in the midst of 

all the gloom and doom these days. It might be a word from God’s promises that will be the right words at the 

right time. But God’s word is for all of us to speak and for everyone to hear and who doesn’t need the message 

of the Lord these? 

Let’s continue on: Acts 2:21 
21 
…“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 



Our third message note is this: 3) The salvation is for all people.  

The Spirit is for all people. The message is for all people. That message is salvation, and it is for all people. The 

Spirit wants to bring it to all of us and get us all fired up to share that message. 

That fire of the Spirit empowered the early disciples to realize God had brought salvation to the earth through 

Jesus Christ and to get excited about it. They got fired up and went out to the streets where people who were 

from everywhere around the known world at the time were. They shared that message and they got fired up. 

They went home sharing that message with their family and friends and no doubt that is why there were 

Christian believers and churches starting up all over the place.  

That fire of the Spirit caught John Wesley one night when on May 24, 1738 he heard the message of salvation 

in a new way at a church on Aldersgate Street in London. He felt his heart strangely warmed, no doubt it was 

the fire like the early disciples experienced on Pentecost. And the Methodist movement started and grew into 

the Methodist Church. And it spread here to America as our country was birthed.  

John Wesley once said, “I am not afraid that the people called Methodists should ever cease to exist either in 

Europe or America. But I am afraid lest they should only exist as a dead sect, having the form of religion 

without the power. And this undoubtedly will be the case unless they hold fast both the doctrine, spirit, and 

discipline with which they first set out.” 

He is right you know. We can have a form of religion. We can be a church. We can be a people meeting 

together on Sunday mornings who speak of God. But if we don’t invite the Spirit into our lives and our church 

we will have no power. We will be a dead sect. But today we are being called to remember the Spirit with 

which we first set out as a people. We are being called to remember the flaming tongues and the fire touching 

the early disciples and we are being challenged to catch that fire and embrace that fire. We are being challenged 

by John Wesley too, that we keep the fire burning that spread scriptural holiness across the land and that 

consumed people to want more of Jesus in their lives and drove people to the streets and across the ocean to tell 

everyone about the salvation of Jesus Christ. It’s time to get ALL FIRED UP! Are you ready? 

What better way to celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit then and now into our lives than to join in the Lord’s 

Supper together.  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING FOR THE DAY OF PENTECOST  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

   Father Almighty (almighty God), creator of heaven and earth. 

In the beginning your Spirit moved over the face of the waters. 

You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life. 

When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. 

Your Spirit came upon prophets and teachers, 

   anointing them to speak your Word. 

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven 

   we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 



heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. 

At his baptism in the Jordan your Spirit descended upon him 

   and declared him your beloved Son. 

With your Spirit upon him he turned away the temptations of sin. 

Your Spirit anointed him to preach good news to the poor, 

   to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are 

oppressed, and to announce that the time had come when you would save your people. 

He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners. 

By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection, 

   you gave birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, 

   and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 

When the Lord Jesus ascended, he promised to be with us always, 

   baptizing us with the Holy Spirit and with fire, as on the Day of Pentecost. 

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, 

   gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: 

"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me." 

When the supper was over he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 

"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

   poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 

On the day you raised him from the dead he was recognized by his disciples in the breaking of the bread, 

and in the power of your Holy Spirit your Church has continued in the breaking of the bread and the sharing of 

the cup. And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 

we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for 

us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed 

by his blood and empowered by the gifts of the Spirit. By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each 

other, and one in ministry to all the world, showing forth the fruit of the Spirit until Christ comes in final 

victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy 

Church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. And now with the confidence of 

children of God let us pray: 

THE LORD’S PRAYER:   (In Unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it 

is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, the 

power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all partake of the one loaf. The bread which 

we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. The cup over which we give thanks is a sharing in the blood of 

Christ. With hearts forgiven and forgiving ready to be filled with the Spirit of God, come to the table.  


