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Matthew 9:27-31 
27 
After Jesus left the girl’s home, two blind men followed along behind him, 

shouting, “Son of David, have mercy on us!” 
28 
They went right into the house 

where he was staying, and Jesus asked them, “Do you believe I can make you 

see?” “Yes, Lord,” they told him, “we do.” 
29 
Then he touched their eyes and 

said, “Because of your faith, it will happen.”
30 
Then their eyes were opened, and 

they could see! Jesus sternly warned them, “Don’t tell anyone about this.” 
31 
But 

instead, they went out and spread his fame all over the region. 

  

  

Since this is Independence Day Sunday, I am reminded of a verse from the Bible 

that speaks to the freedom of our country and to the freedom we have in Christ. 

Galatians 5:1 “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do 

not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.” I believe this verse 

speaks to our topic today. We must not keep living in the bondage of our problems 

but begin working to follow Christ out of the entanglement of our problems and 

into freedom. 

 

We are continuing in our series, “What’s Your Problem?” We’ve admitted right 

from the start that we all have problems and it’s best not to keep hiding from them 

or pretending around each other. Everywhere you go, people have problems. The 

best solution is to begin to see our problems like God does. God is not defeated at 

all by our problems and when we are ready to give them over and see the God 

solution we will be much better off and we’ll actually begin to see results. But we 

can stick to our own way of handling everything or we can learn to see it God’s 

way. So let’s look at our mainline takeaway today:  

  

Mainline: Faith is a decision to see what could be, before you can actually see 

what will be. 

 

This is a very important concept. Let me remind you of another Bible verse: 

Hebrews 11:1, “Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do 

not see.” Through faith, even though we are not seeing the results we want, we 

know that in Christ they are going to be.   



Saint Augustine said it this way:  “Faith is to believe what you do not see; the 

reward of this faith is to see what you believe.”  We may not see God, but we 

believe that God is there and the reward is that we will see God one day. We may 

be going through struggles and it is hard to hold onto faith in God to help us 

overcome, but we hope and the reward is that we WILL one day see that we have 

overcome. So let’s get back to our scripture for today and learn. 

 

 

Matthew 9:27-28 
27 

After Jesus left the girl’s home, two blind men followed along behind him, 

shouting, “Son of David, have mercy on us!”
28 

They went right into the house 

where he was staying, and Jesus asked them, “Do you believe I can make you 

see?” “Yes, Lord,” they told him, “we do.” 

  

Our first message note is this: 1) I believe that my future possibilities can be 

better than my current problems. 

  

At this point in our scripture, Jesus has just healed sick people and raised a girl 

from death and as he was going on his way, these two blind men followed him. 

They were blind. They couldn’t see Jesus, but they believed that he could do 

something. They were determined to get the help they had longed for and they 

knew that Jesus was the one to do it. They were relentless calling out to him and 

even followed him to his home at that time.  

 

I don’t know how Jesus stood this. They were calling Jesus out for who he was. 

Jesus was the Son of David, expected to come to heal their land. He was the one 

who could do signs and miracles and they couldn’t see him, but they knew him. 

And they had the audacity to go right up into his home. Certainly Jesus was tired. 

But I think more than anything, Jesus was testing their faith. Now let me tell you 

something. Sometimes it may seem like Jesus is ignoring us, when we cry out to 

him day after day. He is not doing this for himself, but he is working something in 

us. Will we hold onto our faith and belief in him no matter what or will we turn 

back to our problems and decide to live defeated lives forever? 

 

So, Jesus turns to them and says, “So you believe I can make you see?” And they 

made a famous declaration, “Yes, Lord” and they each said “I believe.” What is it 

that you are looking for today? What is the healing or the hope you need today? Do 

you believe that Jesus Christ is sufficient to help you see your future possibilities 

and a way out of your current problems? Can you turn to the Lord now and say 

“Yes, Lord, I believe.” 



Let me share a story. There was a time a while back in a work situation when one 

of my coworkers became very demeaning and undermining of the whole staff. As a 

staff, we would work on ideas and decide what the role of each team member 

would be to execute our tasks well. But she would sometimes go out and tell others 

that she had a better plan and would begin to do things her own way. After a while 

when any of us would go to others to put plans into action, this coworker had 

already gone to them and put doubt in their minds for how things would go. It 

made it impossible to accomplish anything.  

 

I tried to talk to her and ask her to be on the team, but found that she twisted 

meaning and intentions around because she wanted to be the star and not share 

success or even share work. She wanted everyone to turn to her alone and never 

worked for the good of everyone, but only for her own good. 

 

I was telling some friends about this problem and how I couldn’t get any real work 

done for having to undo her bitterness and extra problems that she caused. One 

young man said, “Kari, imagine her as something you can pick up between your 

finger and your thumb.” So I did that. “Now, pick her up out of your life, and 

remove her as far out of sight as you can. Now what all can you get done?” I had to 

begin to visualize all that could happen when I wasn’t focused on undoing the 

problems she caused and just focusing on letting God take care of her, the real 

problem and me focus on my part in moving forward. It wasn’t long after that, 

results began to happen. She was the one who actually backed down when I and 

others began to focus on prayer more and our own parts instead of just 

complaining about how hard she was making it. 

 

Our future possibilities can be and will be better than our current problems, but we 

have to allow Christ the place to help us to see it. Do we believe? Let’s get back to 

the scripture.  

 

Matthew 9:29-31 
29 

Then he touched their eyes and said, “Because of your faith, it will 

happen.”
30 

Then their eyes were opened, and they could see! Jesus sternly warned 

them, “Don’t tell anyone about this.” 
31 

But instead, they went out and spread his 

fame all over the region. 

 

Our second message note is this: 2) I believe that Jesus can do for me what I 

cannot do for myself, so that I can become what I could never be without Him. 

 



And Jesus touched them. And they were healed. They couldn’t find healing for 

their problem on their own. They needed Jesus. Today we need Jesus too. But do 

we believe that Jesus really can do for us what we cannot do for ourselves? And 

even so, do you believe that you can become that which you hope for? The 

overcomer of the problem, that we can’t do on our own, we can be that with Jesus.  

 

What is the problem that faces you today? Is it a need for healing of your heart? 

That pain that won’t go away from the person who broke you so long ago. Can you 

see in your mind that Jesus can indeed free you? Is it a need for freedom from 

addiction? Addiction is not just alcohol, drugs or cigarettes these days. It can 

include a variety of addiction to spending money on unneeded clothing, shoes or 

household items. It can include a variety of needing to look at things on the 

internet, like images, playing games, even reading gossip and the like and it robs 

you of real relationships. Ask Jesus to free you from these problems. 

 

Maybe your problem is a certain attitude. Some of become bitter from past hurt, 

some of us become negative in wrong belief that things will never change. Some of 

become angry and just continue to spread that anger or even control all around. 

Can you let go of these attitudes to take on the attitude of Jesus? Maybe it is time 

to make a new declaration of independence from our problems. Maybe it is time 

for a declaration of faith! 

 

Let’s start with this verse from Ephesians 3:20, “Now to Him who is able to do 

exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that 

works in us, to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, 

forever and ever. Amen.” 

 

 

So let’s make a declaration of faith today. My declaration of faith says these two 

things: 

1. In my strength alone the impossible is unbeatable. 

2. In the strength of Jesus the impossible is defenseless.  

 

Are we ready to admit that we have problems that we really can’t deal with on our 

own? They are impossible. We cannot beat impossible on our own. But in Jesus, 

impossible is nothing. With Jesus impossible is defenseless. In Jesus, problems 

turn into possibilities. In Jesus we must put our faith to see what can be instead of 

what is holding us down right now. There is no better way to begin to declare our 

“Yes, Lord I believe” than to begin with celebrating the Lord’s Supper together. 



A Great Thanksgiving for Independence Day  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them up to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

Almighty God, Creator of the universe, 

Ruler of all nations, Judge of all flesh, 

you have placed us, your people, in this land made rich 

with rivers, forests, mountains, and creatures great and small. 

Here, you set before the founders and pioneers of this nation 

an opportunity beyond measure 

to build a realm of justice, peace, and freedom. 

Here you continue to call your people, 

freed from the law and baptized into Christ Jesus, 

to be a sign of your reign in all the world. 

For such a place, such a vision 

and such a calling we give you thanks, 

praying we may ever join afresh the dreams you set before us 

as we join with your people in every land on earth 

and with all the company of heaven 

in your unceasing praise: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Above all we give you thanks 

for the gift of your Son Jesus Christ, 

who sends us into the world 

to declare the good news of your kingdom 

to every creature: 

Justice to all peoples, 

good news to the poor, 

release for prisoners, 



sight for the blind, 

and freedom for the oppressed. 

On the night before he was arrested and sentenced to death 

by the authorities of his own nation, 

he took bread, gave thanks, broke it, gave it to his disciples, 

and said: "Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you." 

When supper was over, 

he took the cup, gave thanks, gave it to his disciples, 

and said, "Drink from this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the covenant 

poured out for you and for many, 

for the forgiveness of sins." 

And so we remember and proclaim the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

We pour ourselves out before you in praise and thanksgiving, 

a holy and living sacrifice in union with Christ’s offering for us. 

So pour out your Spirit 

on us and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

Make Christ known to us in the breaking of this bread, 

and the sharing of this cup. 

Renew our fellowship in him, 

that we may be for the world his body 

poured out for the world 

at this time in this nation, 

and at that great banquet in the fullness of your new creation 

where justice flows like rivers, 

righteousness like an ever-flowing stream, 

where none shall hunger or thirst, 

neither shall they learn war anymore.  

By him, with him, and in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor is yours, almighty God, 

now and ever. Amen. 

 


