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Leviticus 6:1-7 
1
 Then the Lord said to Moses, 

2 
“Suppose one of you sins against your associate and is 

unfaithful to the Lord. Suppose you cheat in a deal involving a security deposit, or you steal or 

commit fraud, 
3 
or you find lost property and lie about it, or you lie while swearing to tell the 

truth, or you commit any other such sin. 
4 
If you have sinned in any of these ways, you are guilty. 

You must give back whatever you stole, or the money you took by extortion, or the security 

deposit, or the lost property you found, 
5 
or anything obtained by swearing falsely. You must 

make restitution by paying the full price plus an additional 20 percent to the person you have 

harmed. On the same day you must present a guilt offering. 
6 
As a guilt offering to the Lord, you 

must bring to the priest your own ram with no defects, or you may buy one of equal 

value. 
7 
Through this process, the priest will purify you before the Lord, making you right with 

him, and you will be forgiven for any of these sins you have committed.” {NLT15} 

 

 

We are continuing in our series, “What’s You Problem?” and we still have a little ways to go 

before we cover the depth and breadth of the messes our problems have caused and how to 

overcome them the Jesus way. We’ve admitted that we all have problems that we alone cannot 

overcome, but Jesus can. We’ve talked about the fact that faith is a decision we make which will 

help us to trust that God has great healing and promise for us beyond the problem we are living 

with today. We also talked about the need to give our problems to Jesus and ask him to forgive 

us and help us through our hurts, hang-ups and habits.  

 

Through all of this, we have been growing to the point of asking the Lord to dig up our root 

issues, take us from rags to royalty in our spiritual journey and then to overwhelm us by his 

grace. Today we are looking at a specific roadmap to making up when we have messed up.  

 

So I have a question to ask. Have you ever messed up? We’ve all messed up in many ways. Any 

child has messed up a bedroom. Most people have probably messed up the kitchen trying to 

cook. We’ve all probably messed up some relationships along the way. Some of us have messed 

up our integrity or our trustworthiness maybe. Some of us have messed up in other ways. Often 

our messes turn into lingering problems because of the way we tried to make up for the mess up.  

 

Making up for when we messed up is kind of like baking a cake. I know it is an oversimplified 

explanation but stick with me. Baking that perfect cake takes using the right ingredients in the 

right amounts and then following the instructions. We can’t just take the ingredients that should 

go in a cake and throw them in a pan and expect a great cake to turn out. The same is true of 

turning our lives around from our problems and messes. We can’t just throw a bunch of our own 

ideas in a bowl and expect our problems to be perfectly worked out. Too often this is how we 

end up living in our problems and watching them grow every day. And when there are others 



hurting because of our problems we need to work hard to do the right thing for us, them and our 

relationship with God. So here is our mainline today.  

 

Mainline: As far as humanly possible I should make right what I have made wrong. 

 

We have to approach our messes and do our part to make it right. We may not be able to fully 

restore the property or the relationship but we must do our part, as much as we can and trust God 

for the rest. If we do nothing the problem will get worse and we’ll lose our relationships with 

others and with God and more. As Christians we are commanded in Romans 12:18 to “Do 

everything possible on your part to live in peace with everybody.”  

 

Today we’re going to talk about making things right when we mess up. So our first message note 

is this:  

 

 In order to make right what I have made wrong I have to: 

 

1. Remember that restitution is a bridge toward reconciliation. 

 

Let me explain a bit. Restitution is a payment made to someone, or giving something of equal 

value to compensate for the loss of property or damages. It’s that principle in the stores that says, 

“if you break it you buy it” or if you borrow it return it, if you dirty it you clean it up. A more 

important one to abide by is about breaking someone’s heart. It’s one thing to pay for something 

that we broke, to return something in good working order when we borrow or take it and then to 

clean up something that we dirtied up. But when we break someone’s heart, or really offend, or 

destroy trust in relationships God wants us to not only make restitution but to work toward 

reconciliation. Reconciliation is a restoring of friendly relationships or a restoring of favor 

between the two. It is a reaching across the chasm that was caused by an offense and taking hold 

of one another in friendship and Christ-like love.  

 

If we think back over problems we have had in the past that still affect us, maybe there is some 

kind of restitution that needs to be made in order to have a reconciliation. So how do we make 

restitution the scripture way? Let’s get back to the scripture and see what we have to do to make 

restitution that bring reconciliation.  

 

Leviticus 6:1-4a 
1
 Then the Lord said to Moses, 

2 
“Suppose one of you sins against your associate and is 

unfaithful to the Lord. Suppose you cheat in a deal involving a security deposit, or you steal or 

commit fraud, 
3 

or you find lost property and lie about it, or you lie while swearing to tell the 

truth, or you commit any other such sin. 
4 

If you have sinned in any of these ways, you are guilty. 

 

In order to make right what I have made wrong I have to: 

1. Remember that restitution is a bridge toward reconciliation. 

A. Own it: 

 

We have to own our mistakes by taking responsibility. This is a huge step in the right direction. 

If we are not seeing results in our lives maybe it is because we are not fully taking responsibility 



for the consequences caused by us and our carelessness. Maybe we have admitted to ourselves 

and even to God that we have made a mistake, but we keep that to ourselves. Maybe we have 

never tried confessing that problem that hurt someone else or caused them undue complications 

in life. We can learn from the Psalmist about holding it in:  

 

Psalm 32:3, 4b, 5 
3 
When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. 
4
 …my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer. 
5 
Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity. I said, “I will confess my 

transgressions to the Lord.” And you forgave the guilt of my sin. 

 

The Psalmist says, when I held it in and pretended it would go away, I got sick inside, but when I 

confessed that I had done wrong, God forgave me and made me right. When we own the 

problem, we begin to make restitution the right way. We don’t blame someone else for the 

problem, we quit trying to get away with it and we realize that there are consequences for not 

taking responsibility.  

 

So, let’s get back to the Word: 

 

Leviticus 6:4b-5a 

You must give back whatever you stole, or the money you took by extortion, or the security 

deposit, or the lost property you found, 
5 

or anything obtained by swearing falsely. You must 

make restitution by paying the full price plus an additional 20 percent to the person you have 

harmed. 

 

In order to make right what I have made wrong I have to: 

1. Remember that restitution is a bridge toward reconciliation. 

B. Accept it: 

 

Once we own our mess up, knowing that we caused the problem and we have to take 

responsibility, we also have to accept the consequences. This is the restitution part. Remember 

that making restitution means paying back what was taken or what was broken, or fixing what 

we broke or messed up or doing what is necessary to make amends for the crime. Remember that 

old saying, “Don’t do the crime if you can’t do the time”? We would do well to remember that if 

we don’t like hurting others and ourselves, if we really don’t have the time to have to keep 

apologizing, if we don’t have an endless source of financial, emotional and physical resources, 

we should be careful with how we treat others, their feelings, and even their property. If we’re 

not careful, we could end up like the lady who stole from her local Wal-Mart and every Saturday 

for a month, all day, she had to walk in front of the store with a sign saying, “I am a thief, I stole 

from this Wal-Mart”.  

 

Scripture tells us in 2 Corinthians 7:11a 
11 
See what this godly sorrow has produced in you: what earnestness, what eagerness to clear 

yourselves, what indignation, what alarm, what longing, what concern, what readiness to see 

justice done. 

 



Truly accepting the consequences will actually cause us godly sorrow. When we feel sorrow for 

the things we have done, we are truly on the right track and that is a really good thing because if 

you look back at this passage, you’ll see that God does some really great things in us when we 

are ready to own and accept the messes we have made. God produces in us an alarm system that 

makes us sensitive to the hurts we have caused which will help us to make amends. It will also 

keep us aware in the future that we are about to do wrong and give a readiness to say “no’ to 

doing more wrong. When we own our mistakes and then accept the consequences we are ready 

to take the biggest step. Let’s get back to the scripture for today.  

 

Leviticus 6:5b-7 

On the same day you must present a guilt offering. 
6 

As a guilt offering to the Lord, you must 

bring to the priest your own ram with no defects, or you may buy one of equal value. 
7 

Through 

this process, the priest will purify you before the Lord, making you right with him, and you will 

be forgiven for any of these sins you have committed.” 

 

In order to make right what I have made wrong I have to: 

1. Remember that restitution is a bridge toward reconciliation. 

C. Stop it: 

 

When we take responsibility for our messes, we then must accept that there are consequences for 

them and in order to make it right, we must face the consequences and make full restitution as 

much as possible. Restitution is the goal, but restitution means nothing if we don’t stop the 

behavior. We can possibly pay back someone once or even twice if they have a lot of patience, 

but God expects us to grow and turn away from our old ways. Like taking the guilt offering to 

the priest, God wants us to be right with Him and right with the other people and live free from 

these behaviors in the future.  

 

Proverbs 28:13 says:  

“Whoever conceals their sins does not prosper, but the one who confesses and renounces them 

finds mercy.”  

 

It hurts us, our relationships with others and our relationship with God when we try to conceal 

our sins, problems, and messes on our own. We’ll quickly go downhill. But when we confess and 

then stop doing what we are doing that is wrong, we will find mercy. But this is an imperative 

step, we must stop. And to stop, we have to admit that we keep doing those same things, we need 

some help to stop. We must see that we are hurting ourselves and others. In order to make 

restitution we must pay back and when we make this step we can work on a reconciliation or 

mending the relationship, repairing the damage. But if we don’t repent or turn around and go the 

other direction and renounce those old ways, we’ll be right back in the same predicament. I want 

us all to have the tools we need to make up when we mess up. We all have problems and Jesus 

wants us to live fully and freely beyond them. As far as humanly possible we should make right 

what we have made wrong. Let’s trust the Lord today to help us live with everyone as much as 

we can in peace as Jesus has called us and paid the price for us to live in peace. Amen. 

 


