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Philippians 2:5-11 

5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in 

very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 

7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human 

likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient 

to death—even death on a cross! 9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him 

the name that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 

heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is 

Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 

 

We are continuing our series, No Shortcuts. We have seen that shortcuts in life, leave us short of 

the true goals we are trying to reach. The same is said in the Christian life. When we try to take 

shortcuts to spiritual growth and relationship with God, we’ll miss the beauty and depth of grace 

and mercy and by pass the relationship with God all together. In fact shortcuts take us too 

quickly down the rabbit trails of life and off the true tail that Jesus has already forged for us. 

 

That reminds me of Alice in Wonderland. Do you remember Through the Looking Glass by 

Lewis Carroll? Alice steps through a mirror to find that everything is backwards. If she tries to 

go forward, she ends up back where she began. If she tries to go left she ends up on the right. In 

the alternate world, right is left, up is down, fast is slow and so forth. Everything is opposite. 

And there is no shortcut back to normal for Alice. 

 

Friends, Christianity is kind of like going through the looking glass where everything is opposite 

of what the world is trying to tell us to do. For example think on these basic principles: 

To be blessed, be a blessing to others 

To receive love, give love 

To be honored, be humble 

To receive, give 

To fully live, die to self 

To save your life, lose it 

To lead, be a servant 

To be first, be last 

 

In the realm of Christian living we need to consider our mindset. Jesus is the prime example of 

what I mean. Think about his life, death and resurrection. After all, the birth of royalty usually 

occurs in the cleanest, fanciest, safest places and is celebrated around the community or even 

world-wide. Jesus? Born in a stable, placed in the manger, borrowed from the animals. The Son 

of God, born in a barn.  



And today we celebrate Palm Sunday which is another prime example of how things are 

different for Jesus and need consideration for us as we live our lives. This is the celebration of 

the day Jesus rode into Jerusalem to shouts of praises as the blessed one of God. He came riding 

in on a donkey, the lowest, most humble form of transportation. Certainly not classy enough for 

a king. But it was intentional for Jesus.  

 

For us as Christians in the world today, we need to consider our mindset and choose to take the 

road that leads to life! We might have to reconsider how we do things and why we do what we 

do. But in order to follow Christ and become more like Jesus, we need to take on the mind of 

Christ. So let’s get back to the scripture and see what we can learn. 

  

Philippians 2:5 

5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 

 

Our first message note is this:  

1) Our relationships with one another reflects our relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 

The first place our commitment to Jesus Christ is seen is in how we treat each other. Did you 

know that in the early church, what brought outsiders into the fold was how they saw the 

Christians behaving toward one another? Let’s look at the verses that come just before 

Philippians 2:5, let’s look at Philippians 2:1-4.  

 

Philippians 2:1-4 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any 

comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 
2 
then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and 

of one mind. 
3 
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value 

others above yourselves, 
4 
not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the 

others.  

 

If being in relationship with Jesus Christ matters and if it has made a difference it will show. 

How we treat one another as brothers and sisters in Christ, reflects our relationship with Jesus 

Christ. After all, Jesus transformed many lives through healings and miracles, through his 

teaching and living. Jesus has made our transformation possible. And if we are united with Jesus, 

then we can be united with one another. It is when we put aside our own desires, our own need to 

have our own way, our passion to make ourselves look good first and look to the common good 

of the body that our love and compassion for one another will grow. 

 

As Christ has done for us so we are to do for others. Jesus, humbled himself to come to earth, 

lived a humble life as a carpenter and then humbled himself to die as a criminal. If God can 

humble himself to live among us, why do we have so much trouble humbling ourselves to live 

among each other? If we all claim to be Christians, that means we are Christ followers. That 

means we are trying to be as much like Christ our leader as humanly possible. Let’s return to our 

passage for today. 

 

 

 



 

Philippians 2:6-7 

6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his 

own advantage; 7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being 

made in human likeness. 

Our second message note is this: 2) Jesus emptied himself that we might receive his fullness. 

 

You see, Jesus, God the Son, emptied himself of his one-in-the-same status with God the Father. 

Jesus emptied himself of the riches and richness or rather the fullness of heavenly life. In heaven, 

Jesus didn’t need to sleep, Jesus didn’t need to eat, and so forth. In heaven, there is no sadness or 

hurt or sinfulness, or don’t forget this one: in heaven there is NO DEATH.  

Jesus emptied himself of his almighty power, almighty knowledge and almighty presence to slide 

down into a human body. That which he created, he became. God the Son, stepped into a limited 

body. But he did this so that we who are limited could eventually gain his fullness of life in us.  

And as for us, we need to consider the significance of what Jesus has done. In becoming like us, 

though he never sinned, He was able to redeem humans who would empty themselves and give 

their lives to him. It also means that at this point, we don’t see ourselves better than anyone else. 

In fact, our view of others becomes the view that God has of others. God sees us for who He 

made us to be. When we are ready to follow Jesus example, we empty ourselves of us and begin 

to see others made in the image of God. Only then can we fully see God’s beautiful plan for our 

redemption and join in fullness with God. Without Jesus emptying himself, we would have no 

opportunity for fullness.  

Let’s get back to the scripture.  Philippians 2:8 

8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—

even death on a cross! 

Our third message note is this: 3) Jesus’ humility in death can save us from the pride of life. 

It was not enough that Jesus emptied himself to become like us to point us back to relationship 

with God. Jesus was obedient to death on the cross so that we could have eternal life. It is not 

just the eternal life that Jesus has saved us for. His salvation saves us from our own pride of life. 

He saves us from the depths of sin.  

Let me show you another scripture to help us all understand. 1 John 2:15-17 says: “
15 
Do not love 

the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in them. 
16 
For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—

comes not from the Father but from the world. 
17 
The world and its desires pass away, but 

whoever does the will of God lives forever.” 

Jesus showed us the way to live toward others, how to live our lives to gain fullness and now 

how to be humble so that we can be free from pride. 1 John 2 covers a lot of ground. Basically 

anything that we love more than we love God becomes sinful. It’s easy to grasp when we think 

about things like drugs and alcohol, certain kinds of relationships. Maybe we have even realized 



that the love to talk about things, like gossip is wrong. But the pride of life has to do with our 

achievements, our possessions or things or maybe even our income that we might have a 

tendency to brag about. These are the things that we might boast about how we’ve done it all 

ourselves. It also has to do with those things that we would hold onto too much that we won’t let 

go to let God use. We often think we know better what to do with our time, our hobbies, our 

money, even our leisure, but when we won’t trust God with it all, it becomes the pride of life and 

keeps us short of fullness in relationship with God because these things lead us down that rabbit 

trail to believe that we can do this life without God. 

Jesus came to show us the way to humbly let go of the pride, but the more we are able to let go, 

the more God blesses us with good things. Not only that, the less we keep of the world in us, the 

more we have us Jesus in us. The quickest remedy of the pride of life is to serve those less 

fortunate than us. To help clothe or feed those who have so little or to make life easier for 

someone who can no longer do for themselves. That is a great way to overcome that pride of life 

and help us to focus on the important things. It will definitely give us a new mindset. The 

worldly things matter less and less, the eternal, the heavenly become more and more. In this, we 

join Jesus in crucifying our old ways, our sinful brokenness to pick up fullness of life that we 

were created to have. 

Let’s get back to the scripture: Philippians 2:9-11 

9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every 

name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 

earth, 11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 

Father. 

4) We must consider the implications of the Jesus power and our powerlessness 

One day we will all bow to Jesus. In fact the highest place to be as a Christian is on our knees 

before the Lord. But when that ultimate day comes, will we be crying “O LORD! Thank you for 

saving my life!” or “O LORD! Why didn’t I live for you?” The name of Jesus is and will be a 

blessing to some and a curse word for others. In other words, for some the name of Jesus will be 

a blessing, a hope and a joy, for others his name will be a curse, a condemnation and a 

conviction. Are we on a trajectory that leads us closer to Jesus and all that he came to earth for us 

to be, or are we moving further away from God’s love for us. Jesus did all that he did to raise us 

to new life. But, he calls us to this upside down, inside out living in order to be made right with 

God because we are powerless to save ourselves from destruction. Only Jesus is powerful 

enough to save and humble enough to come to our level to show us how to get back to 

relationship with God. 

The shortcut, keep doing things our own way and fail to show that Jesus has made any difference 

in our lives. The new mindset, the Jesus way, consider that the things we do, and how we treat 

others, and how we live our lives, really does reflect our relationship with Jesus. The highest 

form of living is to live as Christ in this world. Are you ready? “Rejoice, O people of Zion! 

Shout in triumph, O people of Jerusalem! Look, your king is coming to you. He is righteous and 

victorious, yet he is humble, riding on a donkey—riding on a donkey’s colt” (Zechariah 9:9, 

NLT). Amen.  


