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John 11:1, 3-5, 17, 20-27, 38-44 
1
 Now a man was sick, Lazarus from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 

3
 So the 

sisters sent a message to him: “Lord, the one you love is sick.” 
4
 When Jesus heard it, he said, 

“This sickness will not end in death but is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be 

glorified through it.” 
5
 Now Jesus loved Martha, her sister, and Lazarus.  

17
 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 

20
 As soon 

as Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to meet him, but Mary remained seated in the 

house. 
21

 Then Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother wouldn’t have 

died. 
22

 Yet even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 
23

 “Your 

brother will rise again,” Jesus told her. 
24

 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in 

the resurrection at the last day.” 
25

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one 

who believes in me, even if he dies, will live. 
26

 Everyone who lives and believes in me will never 

die. Do you believe this?5” 
27

 “Yes, Lord,” she told him, “I believe you are the Messiah, the 

Son of God, who comes into the world.” 
38

 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 

against it. 
39

 “Remove the stone,” Jesus said. Martha, the dead man’s sister, told him, “Lord, 

there is already a stench because he has been dead four days.” 
40

 Jesus said to her, “Didn’t I tell 

you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 
41

 So they removed the stone. Then 

Jesus raised his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you heard me. 
42

 I know that you always 

hear me, but because of the crowd standing here I said this, so that they may believe you sent 

me.” 
43

 After he said this, he shouted with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 
44

 The dead man 

came out bound hand and foot with linen strips and with his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said 

to them, “Unwrap him and let him go.” 

 

 

We are continuing in our series No Shortcuts. Again, there is no quick way to spiritual growth, to 

deepening our relationship with God. The relationship to spiritual maturity takes time and 

commitment. And sometimes we’ll have to go through valleys and challenges but when we do 

we will find our greatest spiritual insights and new closeness to the Lord. We want all of God’s 

blessings and all of God’s knowledge now, but it just cannot be that way on earth. 

 

Do you remember the story of Willy Wonka? The children who found the golden tickets won a 

trip to the Wonka Chocolate factory. They all got to tour the Wonka Chocolate Factory and the 

ultimate prize was supposedly a life-time of chocolate. However, all the children are tempted in 

the worst way. With all the wonderful candy and all the delights around them, the worst in the 

children comes out. Veruca Salt was decided that she couldn’t wait for her life-time supply of 

chocolate to come her way and she wanted it all NOW!  

 

Veruca sang a song called I Want It Now. In the song she says, “I want a feast, I want a bean 

feast, Cream buns and doughnuts and fruitcake with no nuts so good you could go nuts, NOW! I 



want a ball I want a party, Pink macaroons and a million balloons and performing baboons, give 

it to me now. I want the world, I want the whole world, I want to lock it all up in my pocket, it’s 

my bar of chocolate, Give it to me now!” As the song goes on we learn that she wants everything 

immediately or she’ll scream! And no doubt her parents gave in to her.  

 

The sad thing, is that all the children fall victim to the temptations around them. They want 

shortcuts to the life-time of chocolate and well, end up being thrown out of the factory before the 

tour ever ends. All the children except for Charlie were bad, selfish, and self-serving.  

 

But do you remember the ending of Willy Wonka? The grand prize wasn’t really Wonka 

Chocolate for a year for the winning child. The child who was kindhearted and could show love 

and consideration of others won the whole factory. Only Charlie was able to win that. But, it was 

only after a tour of the factory and all kinds of challenges and temptations and even struggles, 

that he would be able to prove himself worthy of winning the factory.  

 

In our scripture today, we meet a family and they are really good friends with Jesus. All they 

want is for Jesus to heal their loved one, NOW. But Jesus seemed to tarry, and Lazarus passed 

away. It seems insensitive of Jesus to have not answered the call of his friends. However, they 

failed to understand that Jesus had a bigger picture in mind, something that would actually draw 

them closer to his real mission. It was something that would actually test and reveal faith and 

character AND give a glimpse of what God has in mind for us down the road. 

 

So let’s return to the scripture. 

 John 11:1, 3-4 
1
 Now a man was sick, Lazarus from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 

3
 So the 

sisters sent a message to him: “Lord, the one you love is sick.” 
4
 When Jesus heard it, he said, “This sickness will not end in death but is for the glory of God, so 

that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 

 

Our first message note is: 1) No pain is in vain for a Jesus follower. 

  

Jesus and Mary, Martha, and Lazarus had been good friends. These siblings had been an integral 

part of Jesus ministry. Remember how Martha and Mary had Jesus for a dinner at their home? 

There Martha complained to Jesus about how Mary wouldn’t help out preparing for the feast. 

Jesus said at that time that Mary had chosen the right thing by sitting and listening to his 

teaching. But this time was different. Their brother was sick and they wanted Jesus to come and 

heal him. 

 

Jesus doesn’t seem to flinch. His only reaction is to send the message that this sickness would 

not end in death, but they would see the glory of God through it.  What we learn in the verses 

that follow is that Lazarus does die. But Jesus who sees the bigger picture knew that this day’s 

story wasn’t over when Lazarus dies, it’s not over at all.  

 

No pain is in vain for us because Jesus uses everything in our lives to teach us, to draw us closer 

to him, to redeem us and to move us forward in this Christian journey. The pain we go through 



today, can build our character for situations we will face tomorrow. We can learn what the real 

battles are and how to trust God.  

 

Think about all the tests you had in school for example. If you were like me, you hated studying 

for them and got really nervous the closer the test came. Did anyone here ever pray for the world 

to end on the eve of a really important test? Or how about some natural disaster so no one would 

have to go to school that day? But the truth is the test helped us to grow and it showed us what 

we did know and what we still needed to work on.  

 

Jesus works through our challenges today to grow us, to bring us closer to him and to reveal 

more of himself to us through these obstacles. There is nothing that we have experienced or gone 

through or done that God cannot redeem and use in us for something greater than we could 

imagine. And that is what Jesus was about to teach Mary, Martha and even dead Lazarus. 

 

Let’s return to the scripture: John 11:17-23 
17
 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 

20
 As soon 

as Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to meet him, but Mary remained seated in the 

house. 
21
 Then Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother wouldn’t have died. 

22
 Yet even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 

23
 “Your brother will rise again,” Jesus told her. 

 

Our second message note is this: 2) Hope delayed is not hope denied. 

  

Jesus took his time getting to the sisters home and in the meantime, Lazarus passed away. He 

had been in the tomb for 4 days before Jesus got there. In Bible writing, 4 days kind of means 

“he was totally dead, there was no mistaking his death.” Lazarus was dead and buried. So why 

did Jesus take so much time getting to him when 1. He could have stopped the death and 2. He 

had already said that this sickness wouldn’t end in death. 

 

 

Erwin Lutzer once said this: “The delays of Deity are not because of insensitivity to our present 

needs, but because of greater sensitivity to our ultimate needs.” 

  

Lutzer is saying that when God doesn’t work on our timeframe, in other words when he doesn’t 

do what we want NOW, maybe it is because God sees a bigger picture of something that only 

God can work out through us in time. God knows our bigger needs. God is not getting enjoyment 

out of watching us get impatient or worrisome, or tired or in pain. God may delay the response, 

but God is not denying something that is for our bigger, maybe even for our eternal good. God 

takes no pleasure in the weight of today’s burdens for us, but God is growing the seeds for our 

eternal gain. 

 

Let’s get back to scripture and look more deeply. 

John 11:38-44 
38
 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 

against it. 
39
 “Remove the stone,” Jesus said. Martha, the dead man’s sister, told him, “Lord, 

there is already a stench because he has been dead four days.” 



40
 Jesus said to her, “Didn’t I tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 

41
 So they removed the stone. Then Jesus raised his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you 

heard me. 
42
 I know that you always hear me, but because of the crowd standing here I said this, 

so that they may believe you sent me.” 
43
 After he said this, he shouted with a loud voice, 

“Lazarus, come out!” 
44
 The dead man came out bound hand and foot with linen strips and with 

his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unwrap him and let him go.” 

 

Our third message note is this:  3) Jesus’ mission is to transform hopeless defeats into 

glorious victories. 

 

Because Lazarus had been in the grave for 4 days, they were concerned his body had already 

begun to decay. But Jesus reminded Martha that this was so that they would see the glory of God 

and he called Lazarus out of the grave. Jesus in true Jesus fashion was giving them a glimpse of 

his heaven sent mission. Jesus was showing them how he could turn our own helplessness and 

hopelessness into a victory! Jesus was allowing them to see with their own eyes, the power of 

God and that even death is not too strong for our God. Jesus was hinting at what would happen to 

him in the future. The only difference is that because Jesus died and has resurrected, we can all 

have eternal life in heaven with him. Jesus cancelled the power of sin for all of us who call on 

him through his resurrection.  

 

No, this illness in Lazarus did not end in death, it ended in resurrection and began again. What 

are you going through that might seem hopeless now or seems like sure defeat in life? Give it to 

Jesus and let him bring about an eternal gain of victory. What have you seen God turn around in 

your life? How have you seen God turn hopelessness and despair into victory? Continue to thank 

God for it and share your story to someone who needs help not giving into the shortcut and 

giving up on God because it’s not going their way now. 

 

Let’s return to the scripture: John 11:25-26 
25
 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me, even if he 

dies, will live. 
26
 Everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?E” 

 

Our fourth message note is this: 4) Live today in the light of eternity. 

 

Remember the weight of today and the eternal gain! Jesus is the resurrection and the life! Jesus 

may delay, may tarry but it is because he has the light of eternity in his eyes. We get so caught 

up in today’s defeats, today’s struggles, today’s bad news and forget that God is still out there 

working things out for the good for those who love him. God is still watching us grow and is still 

loving us toward heaven. Let’s not miss out on it. 

 

John Wesley said:  “I value all things only by the price they shall gain in eternity.” That’s how 

we can learn to trust God through the pain and struggles of today: because there is an eternity 

where we’ll see how God was calling us closer and closer. We’ll see that we are becoming more 

like Christ in the process and we’ll see just how far away we were from God that Jesus had to 

come and take on our death so that we could be raised to new life with him. 

 



Jesus could have healed Lazarus, but then the power of God wouldn’t have been seen that day. 

Lazarus, wouldn’t have tasted death, but he also wouldn’t have experienced resurrection that he 

could explain and share the good news with others, that death and the grave are not the end, they 

only show the power of God.  

 

And I suppose on that evening when Jesus sat down with his disciples at the Last Supper this was 

on his mind. He had the light of eternity guiding him through the darkest night and could face 

what would be ahead that night into the next three days, because he was living for only one day, 

he was living and facing death, so that we wouldn’t have to fight death, but would have life. 

 

And at that dinner this happened:  

Matthew 26:26-28 
26 
While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave 

it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” 
27 
Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 

all of you. 
28 
This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness 

of sins. 

 

Jesus kept in mind that it would be a shortcut to not go to the cross. If Jesus hadn’t gone to the 

cross and the grave, there would be no real life for us. There would be no hope for us. And when 

we want to skip out on life, or take the shortcuts, they actually lead more quickly to death and are 

less likely to lead us to our heavenly Father. Communion is a time to remind us of our need for 

Christ in our lives. As we come to receive the elements in Communion, do we not face the cross? 

Are we not reminded of what Christ has done for us in his life and in his death and in his 

resurrection? As we come, remember that those who partake in his life have also partaken in his 

death. The death to our wants and desires for now and we have taken on his life with the eternal 

perspective and the gain of heaven. 

 

Let us pray: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and the 

vine. Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ that we may be for the world the body of 

Christ, redeemed by his blood. By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and 

one in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly 

banquet. Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and 

glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. And now with the confidence of children of 

God let us pray: 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER:   (In Unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

1 Corinthians 10:16-17 says: 
16 
Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of Christ? 

And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ? 
17 
Because there is one 

loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all share the one loaf.   


