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Acts 10:34-43 
34

 Peter began to speak: “Now I truly understand that God doesn’t show 

favoritism, 
35

 but in every nation the person who fears him and does what is right is 

acceptable to him. 
36

 He sent the message to the Israelites, proclaiming the good 

news of peace through Jesus Christ( —( he is Lord of all. 
37

 You know the events 

that took place throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that 

John preached: 
38

 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 

with power, and how he went about doing good and healing all who were under 

the tyranny of the devil, because God was with him. 
39

 We ourselves are witnesses 

of everything he did in both the Judean country and in Jerusalem, and yet they 

killed him by hanging him on a tree. 
40

 God raised up this man on the third day and 

caused him to be seen, 
41

 not by all the people, but by us whom God appointed as 

witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 
42

 He 

commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by 

God to be the judge of the living and the dead. 
43

 All the prophets testify about him 

that through his name everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins.” 

{CSB17} 

 

How many of you have ever felt left out? Maybe you’ve had the “Home Alone” 

moment when you realize the family left out on Christmas vacation without you. 

Maybe it was that time when you looked around the room and you were the only 

one like you. Or maybe you’ve been the third wheel like the girl who took 

sidewalk chalk and wrote on the sidewalk: Dear sidewalk, please get 

wider…sincerely, third friend walking behind feeling excluded.  

And, you could be like the boy who cried after missing out on the pictures that 

were taken at the family reunion: “I wasn’t even in the selfie.” 

 

But here is what one person says about being left out: “The worst thing about being 

left out is knowing you weren’t even a simple thought in any of their minds…sad.” 

 

But here’s the outcome of Easter! NO ONE IS LEFT OUT! And the best thought is 

that we were all on the mind of Christ way before he came to earth and went to the 

cross. We were on his mind because he wants us with him always. 

 



Let me explain what was going on in our scripture. Peter was a follower and close 

friend of Jesus. So when Jesus had resurrected and then ascended by into heaven, 

Peter went around telling everyone about Jesus. But until this point, he was only 

sharing this good news with other Jews. 

 

Now Jewish people had some rules they had to live by to live in community with 

other Jews. They had ceremonial washing and rules about being around dead 

people and things like that. But some of their rules had to do with what kind of 

food they could or couldn’t eat. Like Bacon. They considered anything coming 

from pig to be impure. Can you lovers of bacon imagine, not being able to eat 

bacon. AND they couldn’t mix milk products and meat products, so imagine life 

with no bacon cheeseburgers. AND what’s worse, is that Jews weren’t really 

supposed to associate with people who ate these kinds of food. 

 

But stick with me. So one day Peter is praying and he is hungry! When all of a 

sudden he sees this vision of all kinds of impure food. There were snakes, and 

certain kinds of birds, and yes, pigs. In his vision he was supposed to prepare one 

of these for dinner. But he wouldn’t do it because a good Jewish man just doesn’t 

do that. God said to him, “Do not call it unclean if I have made it clean.” Believe it 

or not this vision happened three times over and Peter was wondering what in the 

world he was supposed to learn from this.  

 

The next thing he knows, these non-Jewish people came to see Peter. They wanted 

to know about God through Peter’s knowledge of Jesus. These were impure 

people, but wanted Jesus in their lives and they had missed out on getting to know 

him while he was on earth.  

 

That’s when Peter had his AHA moment! That’s when: 
34

 Peter began to speak: “Now I truly understand that God doesn’t show 

favoritism, 
35

 but in every nation the person who fears him and does what is right is 

acceptable to him” (Acts 10: 34-35).  

 

Jesus whole life, his coming to earth, being born in a manger, his life, death, burial 

and resurrection wasn’t just God’s living proof of love and promise keeping to the 

Jews. This was God’s living proof of love and promise keeping for the world! The 

good news of Jesus Christ was for everyone. Everyone who would receive this 

message, can have new life and that’s the Easter outcome. So what all is include in 

the Easter outcome? Let’s look back at the scripture and see what we can learn. 

 



Acts 10:36-38 
36

 He sent the message to the Israelites, proclaiming the good news 

of peace through Jesus Christ( —( he is Lord of all. 
37

 You know the events that 

took place throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that 

John preached: 
38

 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 

with power, and how he went about doing good and healing all who were under 

the tyranny of the devil, because God was with him.{CSB} 

 

1) By His life, Jesus defeated the powers of darkness. 

  

Peter reminded everyone that we all have a common problem. This problem 

doesn’t belong to one or two people alone, it doesn’t belong to one community and 

not others, it doesn’t belong to one race of people alone, it belongs to ALL people 

and that problem is the tyranny of the devil. It doesn’t matter who you are, the 

devil tries his best to get to you. Through sin of our own and through temptations, 

and through those words of other people that just torment us, through sickness and 

hard circumstances in life, the devil is trying to pull us all away from God. 

 

But Peter says, “I get it now!  Jesus is Lord of All! No one is excluded from this 

opportunity through Jesus.” It is not a limited time warranty, it is for all time! It’s 

not only for a limited number of people, it’s for all people who will receive it.  

 

Look at these verses from Colossians 1:13-14a, “For he has rescued us from the 

kingdom of darkness and transferred us into the Kingdom of His dear Son, who 

purchased our freedom and forgave our sins.” 

 

Look at the words used here about what Jesus has done for us: rescued, transferred, 

purchased and forgave! Look at where we were: in the “kingdom of darkness.” We 

were under the tyranny of sin, the devil and darkness. Jesus has defeated the 

powers of darkness so that we no longer have to worry about being separated from 

God forever.  

 

Let’s look back at the scriptures: Acts 10:39-40 
39

 We ourselves are witnesses of 

everything he did in both the Judean country and in Jerusalem, and yet they killed 

him by hanging him on a tree. 
40

 God raised up this man on the third day and 

caused him to be seen. {CSB} 

   

 

2) By His crucifixion and resurrection, Jesus defeated the powers of death and 

the grave. 

 



Peter said, “look, I saw this with my own eyes!” I was a witness. Peter saw what 

Jesus had done and heard what Jesus had taught. Peter said that we all can believe 

what he says, because he saw the events himself. But now, it is not only because 

Peter has seen, but now it all makes sense. It’s like when you watch a movie the 

second time around, you catch things you didn’t see the first time and more of the 

story makes sense. Jesus had been telling Peter and the other disciples what was 

going to happen. But even while it was happening, it didn’t make sense. 

Remember, the disciples had trouble believing Jesus had to die, even though he 

told them it would happen…and they couldn’t fathom that he had risen and it took 

Peter quite a while to really get what it was all about.  

 

Jesus went to the cross, so that we might be free from the certain power of death 

and the grave. Though our bodies will one day break down and die, we will, just 

like Jesus Christ be raised again to new life with him! 

 

Peter would later write this: 

1 Peter 2:24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree; so that, we might die 

to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.  

 

By the wounds of Jesus on the cross, we are healed of our sickness of sin and 

brokenness in this world. Jesus took all that to the cross for us. BUT, Jesus doesn’t 

just leave it at that. We really don’t have to wait for the freedom until we pass from 

earthly life. Jesus did this so that we can live in freedom from sin and fear of death 

NOW! He did this so that we could live for righteousness, in right relationship with 

God, here and now and moving forward through time. 

 

Let’s get back to the scripture:  Acts 10:43 
43

 All the prophets testify about him that 

through his name everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins. {CSB} 

 

3) By His life, death, and resurrection, Jesus offers to all the gift of 

forgiveness. 

 

Remember that God’s best will undo life’s worst! It doesn’t matter what you have 

done, what you have survived that still bothers you and makes us doubt, God was 

already willing and able to forgive. God has already made forgiveness, real 

forgiveness available. It’s ours for the taking, if we just ask. God’s forgiveness is 

the free gift for us that was given through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ. I will just take this moment to restate it: Jesus is the one “in whom we have 

redemption, the forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1:14). And this is the Easter 

Outcome. Amen! 


